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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS   (8:30 – 8:35)  

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Please limit comments to 3 minutes.   (8:35 – 8:40) 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 16, 2018   (8:40 – 8:45)  

4. FORWARD PINELLAS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – May 9, 2018  (8:45 – 8:50)  

5. SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM  (8:50 – 9:10)   

6. LEGISLATIVE PROCESS   (9:10 – 9:25)   

7. FLORIDA TRAIL TOWN PROGRAM   (9:25 – 9:30)  

8. BIKE YOUR CITY 2018 RECAP   (9:30 – 9:40) 

9. SPOTlight EMPHASIS AREAS UPDATE  (9:40 – 9:45)      

 A Vision for U.S. Highway 19 Corridor  

 Gateway Area Master Plan  

 Enhancing Beach Community Access   

10. BPAC BUSINESS   (9:45 – 10:00)    
A. Honeymoon Island State Park Bike Path Update  
B. Tri-County BPAC Meeting Reminder May 23, 2018  
C. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)  
D. Pinellas Trails, Inc.   

11. AGENCY REPORTS   (10:00 – 10:20)      

12. OTHER BUSINESS  (10:20 – 10:30) 
A. Membership 
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest   
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics  
D. Other 

13. ADJOURNMENT (10:30)   
 

TRI-COUNTY BPAC MEETING – MAY 23, 2018 

Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Center, 3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, FL  34688  

NEXT BPAC MEETING  – JUNE 18, 2018 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who 
require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge) 
should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062 
(V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the meeting.  
 

Appeals: Certain public meetings result in actions taken by the public board, commission or agency that may be appealed; in such case 
persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at a public meeting/hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings, 
and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.   

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE (BPAC) MEETING AGENDA  

May 21, 2018 – 8:30 a.m.  

310 Court Street, 1st Floor Conf. Room 

Clearwater, FL 33756 



 

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – May 21, 2018 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 

The meeting summary for the April 16, 2018 meeting is attached for review and approval.   
 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  BPAC Meeting Summary – April 16, 2018 
 

ACTION:  Approval of Meeting Summary 
 



 
FORWARD PINELLAS 

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY 
April 16, 2018 

The following is a summary of the Forward Pinellas Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) held on April 16, 2018 
in the Pinellas County Planning Department Conference Room, First Floor, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, Florida.   
 

BPAC Members Present 
Brian Smith, Chairman At Large Citizen Representative 
Becky Afonso, Vice Chair North County Citizen Representative, Oldsmar 
Daniel Alejandro Largo Citizen Representative 
Julie Bond CUTR 
Dr. Lynn Bosco At Large Citizen Representative 
Lucas Cruse St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator 
Katrina Gordon City of Largo 
Lyle Fowler PC Parks & Conservation Resources (PCR)                                
Byron Hall Pinellas Park Citizen Representative 
Chip Haynes Clearwater Citizen Representative  
Edward Hawkes At Large Citizen Representative  
Charlie Johnson St. Petersburg Citizen Representative  
Jacob Labutka PSTA 
Steve Lasky At Large Citizen Representative  
Quinn Lundquist Department of Health – Pinellas County 
Charles Martin Dunedin Citizen Representative  
Ron Rasmussen Pinellas Park Citizen Representative 
Casey Morse Pinellas County Public Works Traffic 
Annette Sala At Large Citizen Representative 
Michael Siebel At Large Citizen Representative  
Bert Valery North Beaches Citizen Representative 
Jim Wedlake Seminole Citizen Representative 
Georgia Wildrick Largo Citizen Representative 
Robert Yunk At Large Citizen Representative 
 
BPAC Members Absent 
Kimberly Cooper St. Petersburg Citizen Representative 
Scott Daniels Pinellas Trails, Inc.  
Win Dermody Clearwater Citizen Representative 
Felicia Donnelly  City of Oldsmar 
Deputy Eric Gibson Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office 
Paul Kurtz At Large Citizen Representative  
Jeff Morrow St. Petersburg Citizen Representative 
Anthony Matonti TBARTA 
Tom McGinty Pinellas County School System Representative  
Rachelle Webb Safe Routes to School 
 
Others Present 
Christopher Speese FDOT D7 Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator  
Joan Rice Pinellas County Public Works Traffic 
Alan Johnson Mayor, City of St. Pete Beach 
Eliana Aguilar Department of Health – Pinellas County 
Kathy Gademer Pinellas Park Planning Department 
Bob Young Citizen, Auxiliary Ranger 
Jim Bumiller Citizen, Seminole 
Paul Jackson Citizen, Largo 
Dr. Jan Hirschfield Pinellas Trails, Inc.  
Rodney Chatman Forward Pinellas Staff  
Whit Blanton Forward Pinellas Staff 
Susan Miller Forward Pinellas Staff 

 Maria Kelly     Forward Pinellas Staff 
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1. CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS 
Chairman Brian Smith, At Large Citizen Representative, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and the attendees introduced 
themselves.  

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Mr. Paul Jackson, Largo citizen, addressed the committee to correct a concern he raised at the March 19, 2018 meeting.  The 
bicycle lane sign that he thought was incorrectly placed on Gulf Boulevard in Belleair Beach, is actually in Belleair Shore and is 
correctly marked as a lane for bicycle use. He thanked the members of the BPAC for the volunteer work they do and thanked 
the Forward Pinellas staff for the work they do as well.  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The summary from March 19, 2018 BPAC meeting was approved with one amendment. Dr. Lynn Bosco wanted to clarify her 
comments made at the March 19, 2018 meeting on the availability of parking information on the trail and on the website. She 
would like the minutes to reflect that she said she felt we could all do a better job of identifying where parking is on the trail, on 
the site map and suggested the page be looked at to add parking information.   

4. FORWARD PINELLAS ACTIONS 
 Mr. Rodney Chatman, Forward Pinellas Division Manager, reviewed the actions from the Forward Pinellas Board’s April 11, 
2018 meeting. The Forward Pinellas Board has two new board members, Commissioner Janet Long, representing PSTA and 
Vice-Mayor Arthur Penny from South Pasadena, representing the Inland Communities. The board approved a budget 
amendment for the FY2018 budget. This action provided funds for Forward Pinellas to provide a more strategic and project 
focused Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan. The Board also clarified their actions for the Complete Streets Grant Program in 
approving both Largo and Oldsmar complete streets construction applications.   
 
5. DEVELOPING KEY MESSAGES FOR PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLISTS AND MOTORISTS ALONG HIGH TRAFFIC CRASH 
CORRIDORS 
Ms. Julie Bond, Senior Research Associate Program Director with the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR), shared 
a presentation with the committee on recently completed research designed to develop social marketing campaign strategies to 
reduce pedestrian and bicyclist crashes. Social Marketing is defined as an approach used to develop activities aimed at changing 
people’s behavior for the benefit of individuals and society as a whole. FDOT funded this study which was designed to take a 
social marketing approach to bike/ped traffic crashes, identifying three high volume, high crash corridors of Bush Boulevard in 
Hillsborough County, Park Boulevard in Pinellas County and U.S. Highway 19 in Pasco County, for this study. With the help of 
Dr. Amy Lester, Research Associate, Ms. Bond went out to these corridors to observe and talked with the pedestrians and 
bicyclists on the streets. In-depth interviews and focus group discussions contributed to the development of campaign concepts 
for each audience. Specifically tailored campaign strategies and a comprehensive approach were necessary to aide in reducing 
the number of traffic fatalities involving pedestrians and bicyclists. The presentation was well received and discussion followed 
with questions taken and appropriately answered.   

6. HEALTH IN ALL POLICIES 
Mr. Quinn Lundquist, Planning and Partnerships Manager for the Division of Community Health and Performance Management, 
Department of Health in Pinellas County, shared a presentation to the committee on Health in All Policies (HiAP). HiAP reviews 
how decisions are made by various sectors to have neutral or beneficial impacts on determinants of health. HiAP offers an 
approach to address incorporating health considerations into the decision making process and the need to collaborate to achieve 
common goals and improve health outcomes of all communities and people. The presentation was well received and discussion 
followed with questions taken and appropriately answered.   

7. BIKE YOUR CITY SAVE THE DATE 2018 
Ms. Susan Miller, Forward Pinellas staff reminded the committee to “save the date” of May 18, 2018 and join us at the St. Pete 
Beach Recreation Center, located at 7701 Boca Ciega Drive for this year’s Bike Your City Event. This year’s ride will be 
approximately seven miles through beautiful St. Pete Beach. The event begins at 7:30 with registration, a “meet and greet” with 
light refreshments, followed by a bike ride. Joining us will be the newest member of the BPAC, Alan Johnson, Mayor of St. Pete 
Beach, representing the South Beaches.  

8. BPAC BYLAWS UPDATE 
Ms. Miller reviewed an amendment to the Technical Representatives section of the bylaws. Forward Pinellas has received a 
request from the City of Pinellas Park to become a voting member of the BPAC. After review of the BPAC attendance records, 
it was determined that the TBARTA representative has not attended a meeting since May 2017, and therefore will vacate their 
position with the BPAC, allowing the City of Pinellas Park to join. A motion was made by Georgia Wildrick to accept the 
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amendment. This was seconded by Dr. Lynn Bosco and passed unanimously. 
 
9. SPOTLIGHT EMPHASIS AREAS UPDATE 
Mr. Chatman updated the committee on SPOTlight areas. In support of developing a vision for U.S. Highway 19, he announced 
the completion of market assessments and an Express Bus Concept for US 19 and those efforts should be brought before the 
committees in May. He also commented on the kick off of the Gateway Master Plan last month and a public workshop May 10th.  
With Enhancing Beach Community Access, he talked about the agency’s work as a resource for different initiatives like Beach 
Tran.  
 
10. BPAC BUSINESS  

A .  Tri-County BPAC May 23, 2018 Meeting   
Ms. Miller announced that Pinellas County will host the Tri-County BPAC on May 23, 2018 at the Brooker Creek Preserve 
Environmental Education Center, 3940 Keystone Road in Tarpon Springs. A bike ride is scheduled for 4:30 p.m., followed 

by the meeting at 6:00 p.m. The draft agenda was provided in the BPAC meeting agenda.  Mr. Smith reminded everyone 

that the meeting room would be down a boardwalk from the parking lot.   

B. Pedestrian Activation at Intersections 
Ms. Miller asked Mr. Lucas Cruse, St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator, if he could please clarify the signal phases 
at traffic signals, and why it is important to use the pedestrian buttons at intersections along the Pinellas Trail.  Mr. Cruse 
discussed several conditions and standards for pedestrian walk signals, timing, and restricted vehicular turning movements.  
Questions were asked and responses offered.   

C .  Florida Bicycle Association (FBA) 
Vice-Chair Becky Afonso, gave a brief update on the FBA. May is National Bike Month. The 3rd week in May is Bike to Work 
Week with Friday of that week being Bike to Work Day. The 3rd Wednesday in May is the Ride of Silence, which is actually 
a global event. The Suncoast Cycling Club will hold a Ride of Silence, beginning at Curlew and Alt. U.S. 19. Participants ride 
a short distance at a low speed without talking, in honor of those bicyclists and pedestrians who lost their lives or were injured 
in crashes. Ms. Afonso added that FBA will hold its 2nd quarterly board meeting in Naples on April 21st. One of the items 
being discussed is E-Bike Legislation. People for Bikes is looking to do a national definition for e-bikes. They have been 
going state to state with their concept. Currently in Florida, an e-bike is allowed on the trail because it falls under the definition 
of a bicycle and as long as it meets that criteria of being pedal assist. She explained that People for Bikes wants to take the 
e-bike completely out of the bicycle definition and make it a separate definition with three sub categories. One of the concerns 
is what if any effect this effort will have on the SUN Trail funding program. Surveys, summits and town hall meetings will be 
forth coming to adjust some of the current legislative platform. She will continue her legislative work during the off session 
and update the BPAC.   

D .  Pinellas Trails Inc. 
Mr. Scott Daniels, newly elected president of Pinellas Trails, Inc. was unavailable for the meeting, and Dr. Jan Hirshfield 
updated the committee. There are a couple of memorial benches being placed on the Trail. A question came up regarding 
the RRFB’s and a new source to purchase them. The agreement for a “friends-of” group between Pinellas County and 
Pinellas Trails, Inc. is under development and currently with the legal department.  

11.  AGENCY REPORTS 

 Pinellas Trail Loop/Duke Energy Trail (North & South Gaps) 
Ms. Joan Rice, Multi-Modal Safety Specialist with Pinellas County Traffic Engineering, provided an update for the Pinellas 
Trail Loop North Gap from the Enterprise overpass to Chesnut Sr. Park. Since the kick-off meeting on March 28th, Public 
Works has met with Westfield Mall personnel, FDOT and the City of Clearwater to discuss some of the crossings. The trail 
crossing at SR 580 will be fully signalized. The South Gap of the Duke Energy Trail, from Haynes Bayshore to Ulmerton 
Road, Public Works has been trying to meet with Duke Energy to discuss some of the easement concerns that have come 
up. Ream Wilson (NE Coachman to the Duke corner) connection is to begin work in the fall and should take about a year 
to complete. Orange Street Overpass update, the bridge spans are still in fabrication. The replacement bridge should be 
completed by the end of the year. Haines Bayshore sidewalk project, the bid opening is in progress and should take 
approximately eight months to construct. Gulf Boulevard, Pinellas County is conducting the Pedestrian Bicycle Safety 
Study, the consultant has evaluated the existing crosswalks, comparing them to ideal crosswalk layouts through count 
data and identifying pedestrian attractors, considering spaces along Gulf Boulevard for driver expectations, focusing on 
the area between Walsingham and 28th Street. A meeting is planned with the consultant for the end of April and Ms. Rice 
will come back to BPAC in May with updates.   

 Clearwater Bicycle Pedestrian Program  
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No one from the City was available to provide an update to BPAC. 

 Largo Bicycle Pedestrian Program 
Ms. Katrina Gordon, City of Largo, stated there were no changes since last month, but stated Largo’s continuing work 
with Pinellas County on the current projects.  

 St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program  
Mr. Cruse updated the committee on several projects. 30th Avenue N, construction to add bike lanes is progressing. MLK 
resurfacing project 5th Avenue N to 34th Avenue N, using this project as an opportunity to test one of the concepts of the 
Complete Streets Implementation Plan.  

 FDOT District 7 Updates  
Mr. Christopher Speese, FDOT D7 Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator, shared a couple of updates with the committee. 
Starkey Trail Gap in Pasco County for the Florida Coast to Coast Trail is scheduled for construction in May/June with a 
possible ground breaking ceremony. Design work for the Courtney Campbell Trail Overpass has been funded for this 
fiscal year, and an application for design/build has been submitted, pending approval, in hopes of advancing the project 
to 2020.  

FDOT recently met with Pinellas County, St. Petersburg and the MPO staff to discuss the Howard Frankland Bridge Trail, 
necessary features and maintenance responsibilities.    

Mr. Speese followed up with the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) announcing that Sarita Taylor, State Coordinator for the 
Safe Routes to School Program, will be here in May to meet with the BPAC.  

 Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)  
April 10, 2018 meeting agenda is included in the packet. 

10. OTHER BUSINESS  

A.   Membership 
Alan Johnson has agreed to represent the Beaches and fill that open position. Kimberly Cooper and Tom Ferrero were 
notified they have exceeded the number of absences allowed. Kimberly Cooper has responded, indicating her continued 
interest in BPAC representation and Tom Ferrero has not responded and his seat will be vacated.   

B.   Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest 
There were no comments regarding the information included in the agenda packet.   

C.   Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics  
There were no comments regarding future agenda topics.   

D.   Other  
Mr. Edward Hawks expressed his gratitude for the phone call he received from the Honeymoon Island State Park 
superintendent that the work should begin this summer on the bike path inside the park.  
 
Dunedin will celebrate being selected for Florida’s First Trail town.  A ribbon cutting ceremony will take place on 

Thursday, April 19 at 4:30 pm, located at a new Lari White Music Trailside Pavilion, 349 Main Street.   All are invited to 

attend. Ms. Miller agreed to email additional information to BPAC members. 

 

Dr. Lynn Bosco inquired about the status of West Bay Drive. Mr. Whit Blanton, Forward Pinellas Executive Director, 

addressed her question stating that the county is beginning work on conceptual engineering designs, breaking it up into 

four segments, and looking at context based strategies for each segment. The county should bring their findings to 

BPAC, for their review and comment. A workshop involving all the cities is planned that will give the cities the opportunity 

to weigh in. Mr. Blanton added that there has been good support from Indian Rocks Beach and Largo, and that 

discussions are happening. 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 10:40 a.m. The next BPAC meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 21, 2018. 
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4. Forward Pinellas Executive Summary – May 9, 2018 

 

 

  

SUMMARY 

 

The May 9, 2018 Executive Summary will be provided for your information.  A staff member will review actions taken 
by the Forward Pinellas Board at that meeting.   
 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  Executive Summary for May 9, 2018 – will be distributed at the meeting. 
 
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
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5. Safe Routes to School Program 

 

 

  

SUMMARY 

 
Florida’s Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program is designed to increase the number of school children who walk or 
bicycle to school by funding specific projects that install or improve infrastructure, and provide education and 
encouragement programs aimed at parents, children and the community.  Involving the community, such as schools, 
teachers, local agencies, businesses and transportation professionals ensures the resulting safety solutions are 
integrated, thorough and sustainable.   
 
The BPAC received a presentation at its February 26, 2018 meeting about the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
Program. During the presentation, it was noted that funding for the SRTS Program has been decreased to the extent 
that each SRTS educator was responsible for more than a dozen counties across the state.  As expected, the 
Committee was very concerned about this funding as it directly impacts the bicycle and pedestrian safety education 
of our children and students.    
 
Please welcome Ms. Sarita Taylor, Statewide SRTS Coordinator, as she presents information regarding the Safe 
Route to School Program and funding status.   
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  SRTS webpage (www.srtsfl.org) 
 

ACTION:   Based on BPAC Discussion 
 



 

http://wbt.dot.state.fl.us/ois/SafetyOfficeSHSS/
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
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SUMMARY 

 
The Florida Legislature is responsible for considering all proposed laws through the Legislative Bill Process.  Once 
the law is passed, it is referred to as a statute that can be applied to specific situations, whether declaring or directing 
a certain act, forbidding an act, or enacting governmental procedures designed to aid society.   
 
Statutes begin as sponsored bills by a legislator, group of legislators or legislative committee.  Legislators get ideas 
for laws from a variety of sources, such as constituents, businesses and professional associations, governmental 
agencies, and other organizations.  Bill drafting staff formulate a proposed bill which is filed and assigned a bill 
number.  As the bill passes through various committees, readings, and reviews, the bill can be amended.  After the 
bill is sent to both chambers and passed, it is presented to the Governor for consideration. The Governor can approve 
the bill, veto the bill, or allow the bill to become law without their signature. Of the roughly 2,000 bills proposed during 
each year’s Regular Session, only approximately 400 are eventually signed into law. 
 
Ms. Becky Afonso has agreed to present information regarding the Florida Legislative Process as it relates to bicycle 
laws. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  Florida Online Sunshine page  
 

ACTION:   None Required, Information Item Only  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.leg.state.fl.us/cgi-bin/View_Page.pl?File=process.html&Directory=Info_Center/about_legislature/&Location=app 

Committees: A General Introduction  
The committee is the heart of the legislative process. The committee does what the Senate and the House of Representatives could not do as well by 
functioning as a whole. The committee can and should do the fact-finding groundwork.   

The formation of committees breaks down the membership into numerous small groups. Opportunity is thus afforded the Senate and the House for closer 
study of a bill than would be possible in debate on the floor. In this preliminary screening, the committee will hear from the legislator who introduced the bill. It 
will hear, too, from other legislators who either favor or oppose the bill.   

The committee may go outside the Legislature to learn the opinion of interested persons who may be well informed on the subject of the bill. The committee 
can subpoena for witnesses and for records. It can also use the research facilities of the Legislature to analyze the situation here and in other states. Citizens 
who wish to be heard are also allowed to speak at committee meetings.   

Technically, both the Senate and the House, sitting as a committee, could do all these things. But committees can and do perform the work more efficiently 
and thoroughly. The volume of business in today's Florida Legislature is considerable. It would be difficult to complete if the entire body attempted to study 
every bill upon its introduction.   

Basically, there are standing, select, and conference committees.   

 Standing Committees and Councils   
Standing committees are established by the Senate and the House of Representatives for the management of their business. They are established by authority of rules separately adopted by 
the Senate and by the House. The appointment of committee members, and the designation of the committee chairs and vice-chairs, are made in the Senate by its President and in the House 
by its Speaker. Proposed legislation is referred to a standing committee. The committee then has the responsibility of passing judgment on that legislation. Each committee may originate 
legislation within its field of expertise.   

The presiding officer refers bills to one or more committees for review. Committees may vote to take the following actions on a bill: favorable, favorable with amendments, favorable with 
committee substitute, unanimously favorable, or unfavorable. If amendments are adopted, they still must be heard and adopted by the full legislative body.   

It also should be kept in mind that nearly every bill must travel the same long road in each house. A Senate-passed bill may be referred to one or more committees when it reaches the House 
of Representatives. And the same is true in the Senate of a House-passed measure.   

In the House of Representatives, committees are grouped under Councils. Once a bill has been reported favorably by all committees of reference, it is automatically referred to the council of 
the committee of the first reference unless the Speaker determines otherwise when the bill is first referenced. Councils have the same authority and may take the same action on bills as 
committees.   

The Rules and Calendar Committee in the Senate and the Procedural and Redistricting Council in the House determine the order in which bills are scheduled for consideration on the floor of 
the respective chambers.   
 
Select Committees   
Select committees are those that have been appointed, or selected to perform a specific task. The life of a select committee may last for a few minutes for example, the time required for one 
house to notify another of its readiness to transact business on the opening day of the legislative session, or a select committee might last for years.   

The powers of each select committee are set forth in the action creating it. Some are given the authority to subpoena witnesses and open records. Some are empowered to employ counsel 
and clerical assistance.   
 
Conference Committee   
For a bill to become an act it must be passed by both houses in precisely the same words and figures. The second house frequently amends and returns the bill to the house of origin.   

In the case of significant bills, with substantial differences, the shortcut of a conference committee likely will be taken almost immediately.   

Conference committees are among the oldest of lawmaking procedures, dating back to early days of the British Parliament. In America, colonial legislatures used conference committees. In 
Congress, a conference committee was appointed on its second day, in 1789.   

A conference committee in reality is composed of separate committees from the Senate and the House of Representatives. As separate committees, they vote separately, not only on the final 
product but on any subsidiary questions put to a vote. A majority of each committee prevails.   

Conference committees are intended to reconcile differences. This suggests a give-and-take process because if a majority of the conferees from either house refuses to budge, the 
conference would be stalemated and the bill could fail. However, this rarely happens.   

The Senate and House have the conference committee report presented on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. No amendments can be offered. Occasionally, a report will be rejected and the bill sent 
back to conference. Usually, however, conference reports are submitted in the waning hours of a session when the shortness of time might mean the bill would be lost or the Legislature called 
into an extended or special session. Thus, the committee has the pressure of time on its side.   

The Senate President and House Speaker agree upon the number of conferees. (The General Appropriations Bill, by its magnitude, requires a larger conference committee.) The conferees 
are known as managers. They generally are appointed from the committee that handled the bill but sometimes the President or Speaker will go outside the committee to select one or more 
conferees. Usually this occurs when the House/Senate has so amended the bill during floor consideration that the bill may no longer resemble the bill reported from the committee. Then, 
those who shaped the bill during floor consideration may more easily speak for the House/Senate in the conference committee.   
 
Joint Committees  
Joint committees are composed of both House and Senate members.   
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7. Florida Trail Town Program 

 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 

The Office of Greenways and Trails’ Florida Trail Town program recognizes towns that have incorporated a trail as 
an integral and important part of the community.  A Trail Town is a vibrant destination where people come together, 
where trail users can venture off a trail to enjoy the services and unique heritage of the community.  Trail Town 
designations are oriented towards towns which connect to long-distance trails, ones that attract travelers from outside 
the local community and are not used solely by nearby residents. Studies show that the longer a trail is, the farther 
people will travel to visit it, the longer they will stay, and the more money they will spend. A day-user will spend four 
times the amount of a local user, and is likely to make a return trip to the Trail Town. An overnight visitor will spend 
twice the amount of a day-user.   
 
For more information, visit the Office of Greenways and Trails Trail Town Program 
(https://floridadep.gov/parks/ogt/content/florida-trail-town-program).  
 

 
ATTACHMENT(S):  What is a Florida Trail Town? FAQ   
 

ACTION:   None Required, Information Item Only  
 

https://floridadep.gov/parks/ogt/content/florida-trail-town-program


A "Trail Town" in Florida is a community located along or in proximity to one or more long-distance 
non-motorized recreational trails. Whether on a rail trail, paddling trail, equestrian trail or hiking trail, 
trail users can venture off the trail to enjoy the services and unique heritage of the nearby community. 
The town is a safe place where both town residents and trail users can walk, bike, jog etc., find the 
goods and services they need, and easily access both the trail and the town. In such a town, the trail 
is an integral and important part of the community.  

A Trail Town is a vibrant destination where people come together. A Trail Town is a friendly place 
which encourages trail users to visit and welcomes them with warm hospitality. It may have outdoor 
equipment shops, restaurants, a grocery store, quaint local shops, and lodging. It has wide 
sidewalks, clean streets, bike racks, and benches at convenient locations. The trail meets the needs 
of both the trail users and the town's residents. Residents use the trail to access work, schools, parks 
and shops.  

Trail Towns are not stand-alone communities; they are linked by the long-distance trail corridor. Trail 
users may be passing through a town on a day trip or longer trek, or may park and access other 
trails, such as a paddling trail. Trail users want to explore interesting and vibrant places in their 
travels and need services that the town provides. Basic characteristics of a successful Trail Town 
include: 

?Enticements to get trail users off the trail to explore the town
?Making clear and safe connections between the town and trail
?Welcoming trail users by making town information readily available
?Educating businesses on the economic benefits of meeting the needs of trail tourists
?Promoting a "trail-friendly" town character•Integrating the trail into the town's culture with annual 

festivals and events that draw people to the trail who may not normally be trail users
?Connecting residents safely to work, schools, parks and shopping
?Working with neighboring communities to promote the entire long-distance trail as a tourist 

destination 

Any trail, long or short, is an economic asset to a community. It provides free recreation for people of 
all ages and fitness levels, and offers opportunities to study nature or local history.  

The Office of Greenways and Trails’ Florida Trail Town program is oriented towards towns which 
connect to long-distance trails, ones that attract travelers from outside the local community and are 
not used solely by nearby residents. Studies show that the longer a trail is, the farther people will 
travel to visit it, the longer they will stay, and the more money they will spend. A day-user will spend 
four times the amount of a local user, and is likely to make a return trip to the Trail Town. An overnight 
visitor will spend twice the amount of a day-user. For information to recognize your town as a Florida 
Trail Town, call 850-245-2061 or contact at the Department of 
Environmental Protection, Office of Greenways and Trails.  

Doug.Alderson@dep.state.fl.us 
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8. Bike Your City 2018 Recap 

 

 

  

SUMMARY 

 

Forward Pinellas held its inaugural Bike Your City event in 2017 in downtown Clearwater.  This year, we continued 
the bicycling event to involve a different city within Pinellas County.  For 2018, we toured beautiful St. Pete Beach on 
Friday, May 18th, to celebrate National Bicycle Month. The Bike Your City event is designed to encourage cycling for 
all persons, whether an experienced road warrior, or those who ride just for the love of bicycling.   
 
Bicycling is relatively easy in Florida, can be enjoyed year round, and is a viable and responsible transportation 
choice.  The health benefits of cycling go far beyond the physical, as it engages all ages, saves money and gas, 
reduces traffic congestion and air pollution.   
 
Forward Pinellas staff will provide a summary of this year’s event that was held in the City of St. Pete Beach.   
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  National Bicycle Month 2018 Proclamation   
 

ACTION:   None Required, Information Item Only  
 





 

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – May 21, 2018 

9. SPOTLight Emphasis Areas Update 

 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 

Forward Pinellas staff will provide a brief update on the status of activities related to the three SPOTlight emphasis 
areas.   
 
 

 Vision for U.S. Highway 19 Corridor  

 Gateway Area Master Plan  

 Enhancing Beach Access   

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  None 

ACTION:  None Required; Informational Item Only 



 

   

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – April 16, 2018 

10 A. - D. BPAC Business 

 

 

 

 

A. Honeymoon Island State Park Bike Path Update  
At the ribbon cutting for the First Florida Trail Town in Dunedin, Mr. Doug Alderson, Director of the Florida State Parks 

System, announced that funding had been secured to construct a multi-use path within Honeymoon Island State Park.  

Adding the path within the park will provide addition safety for bicyclists and pedestrians as they will be physically 

separated from motor vehicle traffic.    

 

ATTACHMENT(S):   Honeymoon Island Path schematic   

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

 
B. Tri-County BPAC Meeting Reminder May 23, 2018 

Please mark your calendars for the Tri-County BPAC meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 23, 2018 at 
the Brooker Creek Environmental Education Center at 3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs. Before the 
meeting, anyone interested is invited to take a self-guided walk or ride on the Pinellas section of the Florida 
Coast to Coast Connector Trail to experience the beautiful preserve. The meeting itself will begin at 6 pm.   

 
ATTACHMENT(S):   Draft Tri-County BPAC Agenda May 23, 2018    

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

  

C. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)  
The Florida Bicycle Association (FBA) was created in 1997 as an advocacy organization focused on 
protecting and improving the bicycling environment and policies in Florida. The FBA actively supports 
legislative efforts in Tallahassee that improve policies for cyclists, and partners with FDOT and many other 
agencies with safety education for all roadway users. For more information, see the website, 
floridabicycle.org. Vice Chair Becky Afonso, who is also the FBA Executive Director, will provide an update 
regarding FBA for the BPAC.   

 

D. Pinellas Trails, Inc.   
A representative from Pinellas Trails, Inc. may take this opportunity to provide updated information for the 
BPAC. 
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TRI-COUNTY 
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC)  

HILLSBOROUGH, PASCO AND PINELLAS COUNTIES  

Wednesday, May 23, 2018, 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 
Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center, 3940 Keystone Road,  

Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 

Please enjoy a Bike Ride before the meeting.  Meet at the Education Center for    
ride at 4 pm (WILL LEAVE BY 4:30 PM), return by 5:45 p.m. Meeting begins at 6:00 pm.  

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS  

2. FRIENDS OF BROOKER CREEK PRESERVE Opening Remarks  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (Limit to 3 minutes, please)   

4. APPROVAL OF TRI-COUNTY BPAC MEETING SUMMARY – January 24, 2018 

5. PRESENTATION – Florida Trail Town Program   
Brian K. Smith, Florida Greenways & Trails Foundation   

6. PRESENTATION – Safety Harbor Walkability Audit    
Rodney S. Chatman, Planning Division Manager, Forward Pinellas   

7. PRESENTATION – St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program   
 Lucas Cruse, St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator  

8. FLORIDA BICYCLE ASSOCIATION  
 Becky Alfonso, FBA Executive Director  

9. ROUNDTABLE UPDATES  
A. Forward Pinellas  

B. Hillsborough MPO    

C. Pasco MPO  

D. FDOT  

10. NEW BUSINESS | OLD BUSINESS 

11. NEXT TRI-COUNTY BPAC MEETING – September 26, 2018   (Host:  Pasco BPAC)  

12. ADJOURNMENT   

 
 

NEXT TRI-COUNTY BPAC MEETING:  Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

Pasco County BPAC to host (location TBD)  
 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. 
Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact the Office of 
Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062 (V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the meeting.   
 
 



 

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – May 21, 2018 

11. Agency Reports 

 

 

 

The BPAC is tasked with reviewing and advising Forward Pinellas on bicycle and pedestrian-related system 
development, and related issues and priorities. The Committee also may assist communities with development of 
bikeway and pedestrian facilities, recommend safer bicycling and walking provisions, and promote a safer roadway 
environment.   
 
Updated information on the following programs or projects of interest to the BPAC will be provided at the meeting.   
 

 Pinellas County  

 Pinellas Trail Loop / Duke Energy Trail (North & South Gaps)   

 Gulf Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing Study   

 Clearwater Bicycle Pedestrian Program  

 Largo Bicycle Pedestrian Program  

 Highland Ave/Rosery Road Intersection  

 St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program  

 FDOT District 7 Updates  

 Starkey Gap (Pasco County) 

 Courtney Campbell Trail Overpass  

 Howard Frankland Bridge Trail   

 Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)  

The next meeting of the PTSTF is scheduled for Tuesday, July 10, 2018.   

 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):   None  
 
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

 



 

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – May 21, 2018 

12. A.-D. Other Business  

 

 

 

A. Membership 

There is currently one vacancy on the BPAC membership list for the North County Area.  
 

ATTACHMENT(S):  BPAC Membership List  

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

 
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest    

Dockless Bikeshare – April 30, 2018 

Hit and Run Crash Deaths – April 26, 2018 

Pedal Power USPS – April 30, 2018 

Ped Bike Forum – Spring 2018 

Pinellas County Fatalities Report – March 2018 

 

C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics  

This item is provided to allow Committee members to suggest topics for future BPAC agendas.  
 

D. Other 

If any member has other business to discuss, they may address it under this item. 
 



        rev 5/1/2018 

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 
Voting  St. Petersburg Area (St. Pete/Gulfport/So Pasadena/Tierra Verde) 

1. Jeff Morrow (07/12/17)  
2. Kimberly Cooper (10/13/99) (reappointed 5/9/18) 
3. Charles Johnson (06/14/17) 

Clearwater Area 

4. Chip Haynes (04/13/11) 
5. Robert Yunk (02/09/05) 
6. Win Dermody (03/12/14) 

Dunedin Area 

7. Charles Martin (04/08/09) 
 

Pinellas Park and Mid-County 

8. Ronald Rasmussen (12/13/06) 
9. Byron Virgil Hall, Jr., (12/13/06) 

Largo Area 

10. Daniel Alejandro (10/12/16) 
11. Georgia Wildrick (08/16/06) 

North County Area (Tarpon Springs/Palm Harbor/Ozona/Oldsmar/Safety Harbor) 

12. Vacant 
13. Becky Afonso (Vice Chair) (10/08/14) 

At Large Area 

14. Paul Kurtz  (12/11/13) 
15. Mike Siebel (03/14/12) 
16. Brian Smith (Chairman) (12/12/12) 
17. Lynn Bosco (11/14/12) 
18. Steve Lasky (11/14/12) 
19. Ed Hawkes (11/18/98) 
20. Annette Sala (03/12/14) 

 

Seminole Area 

21. Jim Wedlake (05/12/10) 

Beach Communities 

22. Bert Valery (10/1983-10/1998) (reappointed 07/10/02) 
23. Alan Johnson (05/09/18)  

Technical Support 

1. County Traffic Department (Tom Washburn – representative; Gina Harvey and Casey Morse – 
alternates) 

2. Pinellas County Planning Department (Caroline Lanford – representative) 
3. PSTA (Jacob Labutka – representative; Heather Sobush and Kristina Tranel – alternates) 
4. City of Clearwater (Vacant - representative) 
5. City of St. Petersburg (Lucas Cruse – representative; Cheryl Stacks - alternate) 
6. City of Largo (Valerie Brookens – representative; Katrina Lunan-Gordon - alternate) 
7. City of Oldsmar (Felicia Donnelly – representative)  
8. City of Pinellas Park (Kathy Gademer – representative) 
9. Pinellas County School System (Tom McGinty - representative) 
10. Pinellas County Health Department (Quinn Lindquist – representative; Eliana Aguilar - alternate) 
11. Pinellas Trails, Inc. (Dr. Jan Hirschfield – representative) 
12. CUTR (Julie Bond - representative)  
13. Safe Routes to School (Tiffany Sabiel – representative) 
 

Sheriff's Office /Police/Law Enforcement Representatives  

1. Pinellas Park Police Dept. 
2. St Petersburg Police Dept. 
3. Largo Police Dept. 
4. Sheriff’s Office – Deputy Eric Gibson  
5. Clearwater Police Dept. 
 

Non-Voting Technical Support 

14. FDOT  (Chris Speese - representative)  
15. County Parks and Conservation Resources (Lyle Fowler – representative; Spencer Curtis – 

alternate) 
 

*Dates signify appointment 



CBS NEWS  

CITIES VOW TO CRACK DOWN ON "LITTER BIKES" 
April 30, 2018  

Dockless bike shares and electronic scooters available for rent via apps are sweeping the country; at least 57 cities now operate bikeshare 
programs, and one more is launching in Chicago this week. Inexpensive and fun to ride, they are changing the daily commute, but they 
are also becoming a hassle for local governments – and bringing out the worst in some riders.   

You can see why the electric scooters and dockless bikes have earned the nickname "litter bikes." People can, and do, leave them just 
about anywhere … in the middle of a busy walkway on the National Mall … up a tree in Seattle … or on the shoulder of a highway in 
Virginia.   

One man was arrested after throwing a bike onto the tracks in front of a D.C. Metro train.   

Correspondent Kris Van Cleave asked, "What's the biggest challenge to operating in a 
dense city?"   

"Educating the public on appropriate parking," said Maggie Grendon of LimeBikes, which 
operates in more than 50 cities. "Parking, parking, parking. We just need to remind people 
that they need to park these bikes as they would with any other responsible use of 
products."   

Gendron says riders tend to learn the proper etiquette quickly, and the technology is 
changing how people get around.   

"It's making movement for short distances more convenient and allowing people to not 
have to rely on a car to get around," she said. "Forty percent of our rides started and 
ended at other transit stops."   

Riders find the dockless bikes or electric scooters with an app on their phone, and can ride for as little as a dollar.   

The scooters can hit speeds of up to 15 miles an hour. Riders are encouraged to wear helmets, use bike lanes, and avoid pedestrian-
filled sidewalks.   

"I really like the dockless ones," said Luke Rosche-Ritchie. "You can just drop them off wherever and hopefully find one when you need 
one."   

Most established bikeshare programs typically use docking stations. They can cost cities millions to install and maintain. The dockless 
bikes are privately-owned, require no taxpayer dollars, and can be left anywhere. "I just hate when they're scattered all over the sidewalk," 
said Josh Thornhill.   

In San Francisco that's become a problem. While the city rolls out a permitting plan, cease-and-desist letters were sent to three companies 
giving them until today to submit plans to satisfy state and local requirements.   

The companies say they will work with the city.   

"People are picking them up, riding them on the streets and sidewalks, impeding pedestrian traffic, and then packing them in the middle 
of the street, on the sidewalk, in doorways, really impeding people's progress in walking on a sidewalk and getting in and out of buildings," 
said San Francisco city attorney Dennis Herrera. "It's just creating a real public nuisance."   

Coronado, near San Diego, also deemed them a public nuisance. One woman complained, "They throw [bikes] on the ground ... they're 
just basically litter."    

After impounding at least 55 of the scooters, Austin, Texas, passed an ordinance Friday fining companies without proper permits up to 
$200 per bike or scooter.   

But with riders they are popular. In the nation's capital, seven companies are offering dockless bikes or scooters, which can be seen 
zipping around town with increasing frequency.   

The city says its test period has sparked tremendous feedback, most of it positive.   

John Ruiz is a fan: "My walk is about 16-17 minutes," he said. "And on the scooter it's like 6-8 minutes, so it's a lot faster."   

The companies have added technology to their apps to identify and punish those who park like jerks.   

Several companies are promising daily pickup of bikes; responsible growth so communities don't get flooded; and revenue sharing with 
cities to promote the construction of bike lanes and shared infrastructure.   

© 2018 CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

www.cbsnews.com/news/cities-vow-to-crack-down-on-litter-bikes/ 

Scooter- and bike-share transport options have led to 
congestion on sidewalks.  CBS NEWS 

https://www.wmata.com/about/news/dgraves-mina-mtpd.cfm
http://www.limebike.com/
http://cbsaustin.com/news/local/austin-council-to-tweak-ordinance-to-accommodate-growing-scooter-popularity


CBS NEWS   

HIT-AND-RUN CRASH DEATHS REACH ALL-TIME HIGH  

April 26, 2018  

 

New numbers released by AAA show a record rise in the number of deaths from hit-and-run crashes. In 2016, 
the last year on record, 1,980 deadly hit-and-run accidents in the U.S. claimed 2,049 lives – a 60 percent 
increase from 2009. Pedestrians and cyclists make up nearly 65 percent of those killed by hit-and-run drivers.   

Every 43 seconds in the U.S., somebody is involved in a hit-and-run, and 1 in 5 pedestrian deaths are due to hit-
and-runs.   

What's driving the dangerous trend? AAA believes part of the reason is that cities have become more walkable 
and have been encouraging people to bike to work. But they haven't built infrastructure where there is a divided 
area for a bike lane that's protected from traffic, reports CBS News correspondent Kris Van Cleave.   

Cindy Cooper's father, John, was riding his motorcycle when he was struck and killed by a car that ran a stop 
sign and took off in June of 2007.   

"We've gone through and we tried to, like, figure out what had happened and how this could have been 
prevented," Cooper said. She said the driver who killed her father was a 17-year-old using her cellphone.    

In another case, dash-cam video caught the most common type of hit-and-run crash: one that results in 
property damage. The driver of a dark colored SUV is seen sideswiping another vehicle and driving away.    

"Obvious potential contributing factors might be distraction for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike," said 
Jake Nelson, AAA traffic safety advocacy and research director. "And also just the fact that as more people are 
out there walking and biking every day, there are not the infrastructure countermeasures to protect them."   

AAA also noted that research on hit-and-run drivers is limited because those at fault often get away.   

"Oftentimes we don't know who those hit-and-run drivers 
are. We only know what we know about the victims," 
Nelson said.   

When the crashes are deadly, some research shows the 
driver is more likely to be a young male with a prior history 
of driving under the influence and license suspension who 
tends to drive an older model car. Studies found drivers 
who leave the scene are between two and nine times 
more likely to have been intoxicated at the time of the 
crash.   

But Cooper hopes her story can help change this trend.   

"Raising awareness is how I feel like we can combat this… it's just going to make hopefully that number go 
down," Cooper said.   

Every state has laws that make it illegal for a driver involved in a crash to flee the scene. Colorado and some 
cities in California have implemented Amber Alert-style messages pushed through texts, email, local television 
and radio if a driver is involved in a hit-and-run.   
 

© 2018 CBS Interactive Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.  

 
 
www.cbsnews.com/news/hit-and-run-crash-deaths-all-time-high  

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/hit-and-run-crash-deaths-all-time-high


PEDAL POWER: BICYCLE MAIL DELIVERY GOING STRONG 
IN DOWNTOWN ST. PETE 
 
by Trevor Pettiford  
April 30, 2018  

 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. -- As time and technology have changed, so has the way we get our mail.   
 

 Only three cities in country still have bike mail delivery 

 St. Pete bicycle letter carriers deliver to 14,000 customers daily 

 Postmaster calls it a 'best kept secret' 
 
But there's one zip code in St. Petersburg -- 33701 -- where 
delivery has stayed the same way for more than half a 
century.   
 
The bicycle letter carrier still provides pedal power to the 
open air post office downtown, continuing a tradition of 
delivery that dates back almost as long as the historic post 
office itself.   
 
"They're physically fit," said Postmaster Jackie Villemarie. 
"It's a great stress reliever and they're very content, and they 
deliver to over 14,000 customers every day."   
 
There was a time, more than 100 years ago, when delivering mail by bicycle was basically the only way 
you could get your mail.   
 
Over the decades, the postal service has phased out bicycles, leaving St. Petersburg as one of only three 
cities in the country that still delivers mail on two wheels.   
 
Some of those two-wheeled carriers date back to the 1960s. Letter carrier Chris Hubble takes pride in 
riding a mail bike that's older that he is.   
 
"There's not one day that goes by that you hear in the background, 'Oh my God! There's a mailman 
delivering on a bicycle."   
 
He said wheeling around town is the best way to deliver the mail.   
 
"It's the sense of freedom on a bicycle. I'm getting paid for five and a half hours to deliver the mail, but 
also ride a bike," Hubble said.   
 
With him being one of only about a dozen letter carriers still peddling for the post office, the postmaster 
says it’s become quite a coveted position.   
 
"St. Petersburg open air is one of the higher senior offices," Villemarie said. "People come down here, 
they love the job. It's like a best kept secret."   
 
What's no secret, though, is how much people who get their mail delivered by bike, love getting their mail 
delivered by bike.   
 
"I always ask Chris if they do internships or like shadows and stuff," said Mirela Setkic, owner K-Pack 
Marketing.   
 
Not to worry, these wheeling letter carriers have no plans on changing jobs anytime soon.   
 
 
www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2018/04/30/peddle-power--bicycle-mail-delivery-going-strong-in-downtown-st--pete 

There is one zip code in St. Petersburg -- 33701 -- where 
delivery has stayed the same way for more than half a century. 
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NEW!  Guide for Improving Pedestrian Safety at Uncontrolled 
Crossing Locations  




The Federal Highway Administration re-
cently released the Guide for Improving 
Pedestrian Safety at Uncontrolled Crossing 
Locations as part of the Safe Transportation 
for Every Pedestrian (STEP) Program. The 
guide details a six-step process for improv-
ing safety at uncontrolled crossings and pro-
vides new tools to help agencies identify 
countermeasure options based on roadway 
characteristics and pedestrian safety issues: 

1. Collect Data and Engage the Public 

2. Inventory Conditions and Prioritize Loca-

tions 

3. Analyze Crash Types and Safety Issues 

4. Select Countermeasure(s) 

5. Consult Design and Installation Re-

sources 

6. Identify Opportunities and Monitor Out-

comes 

The FHWA STEP Program—as part of the 
fourth round of Every Day Counts (EDC) 
—aims to reduce pedestrian fatalities at un-
controlled crossing locations. STEP pro-
motes five countermeasures for improving 
pedestrian safety at midblock and unsignal-
ized crossings, including crosswalk visibility 
enhancements, raised crosswalks, pedestrian 
refuge islands, Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons 
(PHBs), and Road Diets. For more infor-
mation contact rebecca.crowe@dot.gov. 

FHWA  Reinstates Interim Approval of  Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon
  

In a memo dated December 21, 2017, the 
FHWA terminated the Interim Approval 
(IA) of the Rectangular Rapid Flashing Bea-
con (RRFB) due to a patent issue.  FHWA 
had learned of the existence of several pa-
tents for the device, and the Manual on Uni-
form Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
prohibits patented devices from experimen-
tation, IA, or inclusion in the Manual.  
Those patents on the device have since been 
removed and FHWA issued a new IA on 
March 20. Agencies wanting to use RRFBs 
must request permission under the new IA. 

NCHRP Report 841: Development of 
Crash Modification Factors for Uncon-
trolled Pedestrian Crossings recently found 
that RRFBs can reduce pedestrian crashes 
by 47%.  RRFBs are user-actuated amber 
LEDs that supplement warning signs at un-

signalized intersections or mid-block cross-
walks. They can be activated by pedestrians 
manually by a push button or passively by a 
pedestrian detection system.  RRFBs use an 
irregular flash pattern that is similar to emer-
gency flashers on police vehicles. 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_4/guide_to_improve_uncontrolled_crossings.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_4/guide_to_improve_uncontrolled_crossings.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_4/guide_to_improve_uncontrolled_crossings.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_4/step.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_4/step.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_4/step.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/interim_approval/ia11/terminationmemo/index.htm
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/interim_approval/ia11/terminationmemo/index.htm
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/interim_approval/ia21/index.htm
http://www.trb.org/PedestriansAndBicyclists/Blurbs/175381.aspx
http://www.trb.org/PedestriansAndBicyclists/Blurbs/175381.aspx
http://www.trb.org/PedestriansAndBicyclists/Blurbs/175381.aspx
mailto:rebecca.crowe@dot.gov


           

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“   

  

   

   

  -

 -  

   -

   

    

   

   

    

 ”  

-    -

  

Page 2 Pedestr ian and B ike Forum Volume 75 

All cities and towns face 

challenges related to 

pedestrian safety and 

walkability, but these 

Walk Friendly Communi 

ties are well positioned 

to address these con 

cerns and proactively 

improve their streets. We 

hope their innovative 

projects and programs 

can serve as models to 

other communities. 

Dan Gelinne, WFC Pro 

gram Manager 

Eight Communities Receive Walk Friendly Designation  

The Walk Friendly Communities Program 

(WFC) recently recognized eight communi-

ties with new and renewed designations for 

their commitment to prioritizing pedestri-

ans and creating safe, comfortable and in-

viting places to walk. The communities are: 

Gold: 

Washington, DC (Renewed Designation) 

Silver: 


Columbus, Ohio (New Designation)
 

Long Beach, California (Renewed Designa-

tion)
 

Redwood City, California (Renewed Desig-

nation)
 

Bronze: 


Essex Junction, Vermont (Renewed Desig-

nation)
 

Gainesville, Florida (Renewed Designation)
 

Northampton, Massachusetts (Renewed 

Designation)
 

Sitka, Alaska (Renewed Designation)
 

WFC is a national recognition program 

developed to encourage towns and cities 

across the U.S. to establish or recommit to 

a high priority for supporting safer walking 

environments. The WFC program recog-

nizes communities that are working to im-

prove a wide range of conditions related to 

walking, including safety, mobility, access, 

and comfort. 

The Walk Friendly designation is based on 

community efforts to expand opportunities 

for walking and improve pedestrian safety 

across a wide range of programs and activi-

ties, from planning and design to outreach 

and law enforcement.  Sponsored by Fed-

Ex and managed by the University of 

North Carolina Highway Safety Research 

Center (HSRC) for FHWA since 2010, the 

program distinguishes communities leading 

the way in walkability and seeks to share 

their stories to inspire other communities 

to move towards their own innovative so-

lutions. 

Cities and towns interested in joining the 

ranks of Walk Friendly Communities are 

encouraged to submit an application. The 

next round of applications is open now, 

and submissions are due by June 15, 2018. 

Interested communities are encouraged to 

visit www.walkfriendly.org to learn more 

about the program and review the applica-

tion process. 

Accessible Shared Streets: Notable  Practices and Considerations for Ac-
commodating Pedestrians with  Vision Disabilities   

The FHWA Office of Human Environ-

ment recently released Accessible Shared 

Streets: Notable Practices and Considera-

tions  for Acommodating Pedestrians with 

Vision Disabilities. The guide includes a  

description of shared streets, an overview  

of vision disabilities and the strategies peo-

ple with vision disabilities use to navigate 

in the public  right-of-way.  

It provides an overview of relevant U.S.  

guidance, a toolbox of strategies for de-

signing shared streets that improve accessi-

bility for pedestrians with vision disabili-

ties, and ideas on how accessibility for pe-

destrians with vision disabilities can be ad-

dressed in the planning and design process. 

The document also provides information 

from case studies of completed shared 

streets in the United States that highlight 

accessibility features and lessons learned, as 

well as a bibliography that includes sources 

specifically referenced in the body of the 

guide and other sources that inspired the 

guide content and may be useful for shared 

street designers. 

http://walkfriendly.org/
http://walkfriendly.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/accessible_shared_streets/fhwahep17096.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/accessible_shared_streets/fhwahep17096.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/accessible_shared_streets/fhwahep17096.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/accessible_shared_streets/fhwahep17096.pdf
http:www.walkfriendly.org
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities Continue to Increase
  

The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-

ministration (NHTSA) released preliminary

fatal traffic crash data for all road users  for  

calendar year 2016  (the most recent year  

that complete crash data is available) and 

estimates  show that this  may have been the

deadliest year since 1990  for  pedestrians. 

According to the data, 37,461 lives were  

lost on U.S. roads, a 2.6% increase from 

the previous year.  

Pedestrians  represent the highest percent 

increase of deaths  from the previous year, 

going up by 9% from 2015.  With 5,987  

fatalities, pedestrians represent almost 16%

of total deaths. There were 840 bicyclist 

fatalities, which is an increase of 1.3% 

since the previous year. This is also the 

highest number of bicyclist fatalities since  

1991. 

The Governors Highway Safety Associa-

tion also  recently released it’s annual  Spot-

light on Pedestrian Traffic  Fatalities, which

projects  nearly 6,000 pedestrians were  

killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2017 

based on preliminary data.   The report is a  

first glimpse at state and national trends in 

pedestrian traffic fatalities for 2017, using 

 

 

 

  

preliminary data provided by all 50 State 

Highway Safety Offices and the District of  

Columbia.   

Some interesting findings in the report:  

 Twenty three states (and Washington 

DC) had increases in pedestrian fatali-

ties. 

 Twenty states had decreases  in pedes-

trian fatalities. 

 Seven states  had no change in pedestri-

an fatalities. 

 Both  Hawaii and Wyoming had only 1 

pedestrian death, while California had 

352.  

 Five states (Arizona, California, Flori-

da, New York and Texas) accounted 

for 43% of pedestrian deaths. 

 The seven states (and Washington DC) 

that have legalized marijuana use since 

2012 experienced a collective 16.4% 

increase in pedestrian fatalities in 2017 

(compared to same  time period in 

2016).  All other states had a collective 

5.8% decrease. 

Measuring Multimodal Network Connectivity
  

The FHWA Office of Human Environ-

ment released the  Guidebook for  Measur-

ing Multimodal Network Connectivity  at 

the National Bike Summit on March 5.  

Networks are accessible, interconnected 

pedestrian and/or bicycle transportation  

facilities that allow all users to safely and 

conveniently get where they  want to go.  

This guide focuses on pedestrian and bicy-

cle network connectivity and provides in-

formation on incorporating connectivity  

analysis into State, metropolitan, and local 

transportation planning processes. It de-

scribes  five core components of  pedestrian 

and bicycle network connectivity, including  

network completeness, network density, 

route directness, access to destinations, and 

network quality. 

The guide also outlines a five-step analysis 

process, and highlights methods and 

measures to support a variety of planning 

decisions. It includes references and illus-

trations of current practices, including ma-

terials from five case studies conducted as 

part of the research process. 

For additional information, please contact 

Gary.Jensen@dot.gov. 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/multimodal_connectivity/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/multimodal_connectivity/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/usdot-releases-2016-fatal-traffic-crash-data
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/usdot-releases-2016-fatal-traffic-crash-data
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/usdot-releases-2016-fatal-traffic-crash-data
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/pedestrians_18.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/pedestrians_18.pdf
mailto:Gary.Jensen@dot.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

   

  

  

    

  
  

  
   

  
   

   

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

FHWA
 

Tamara Redmon, Pedestrian Safety Program Manager 

Federal Highway Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Room E71-303 

Washington, DC 20590 

Phone: 202-366-4077 

Fax: 202-366-3222 

E-mail: tamara.redmon@dot.gov  

This Pedestrian and Bike Forum is available on the Web 
at http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/pedforum/ 

To receive information on future newsletters, please 
use the e-subscription service provided on this site: 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/esubscribe.cfm. Scroll 
down to “Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety” and select 
“subscribe” next to “Pedestrian Forum.” 

Helping Communities to provide safe and con-

venient transportation choices to all citizens, 

whether it’s by walking, bicycling, transit, or 

driving is a high priority of the U.S. Department 

of Transportation.  Each year, unfortunately, 

pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities comprise 

about 17 percent of all traffic fatalities and there 

are approximately 6,000 pedestrian and bicyclist 

deaths.  Another 115,000 pedestrians and bicy-

clists are injured in roadway crashes annually.  

Pedestrian and bicyclist safety improvements 

depend on an integrated approach that involves 

the four E’s: Engineering, Enforcement, Educa-

tion, and Emergency Services.  The Pedestrian 

and Bicyclist Forum highlights recent pedestri-

an and bike safety activities related to the four 

E’s that will help save lives. 

Manual on Pedestrian and Bicycle Connections to Transit 

The Federal Transit Administration 

(FTA) developed the Manual on Pe-

destrian and Bicycle Connections to 

Transit,, a resource to help agencies 

plan, design, and implement pedestri-

an and bicycle networks around 

transit stations and stops.  The  man-

ual provides a compilation of best 

practices to improve pedestrian and 

bicycle infrastructure.  The manual 

notes the importance of planning for 

all resources needed to store bikes, 

ensure safe access, connect to public 

transit resources, and assure station 

area comfort and safety among other 

things.   

FHWA’s Richmond, Virginia Pedes-

trian and Bicycle Network Improve-

ment Study provides a compan-

ion resource by focusing on 

bike/ped issues for a TIGER-

funded project in Richmond, 

Virginia, including connections 

to Bus Rapid Transit. The pro-

ject team used innovative meth-

ods to gather public feedback to 

inform recommendations. 

FHWA also recently published a 

resource on Incorporating Quali-

tative Data in the Planning Pro-

cess: Improving Project Delivery 

and Outcomes that highlights 

these and other emerging tools, 

techniques, and resources for 

gathering qualitative public and 

stakeholder input to inform the 

planning process, improve project 

outcomes (e.g. connections to 

transit), and contribute to acceler-

ated project delivery. 

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/pedforum/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/esubscribe.cfm
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/64496/ftareportno0111.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/64496/ftareportno0111.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/64496/ftareportno0111.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/richmond_nis/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/richmond_nis/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/richmond_nis/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/qualitative_data/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/qualitative_data/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/qualitative_data/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/qualitative_data/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/esubscribe.cfm
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/pedforum
mailto:tamara.redmon@dot.gov
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CRASHES DATAID ROADWAY LOCATION DESC_ DATE FATAL APPROX TIME

1 004F18 49TH ST N 8700 BLOCK BIC 1/20/2018 1 9:45 AM

1 005F18 US 19 HWY 8000 BLOCK BIC 1/22/2018 1 8:30 PM

1 023F18 66TH ST N 12100 BLOCK BIC 3/13/2018 1 8:45 PM

1 001F18 8TH AVE S 34TH ST S MC 1/2/2018 1 10:22 AM

1 009F18 DR ML KING JR ST N NEAR EXECUTIVE CENTER DR MC 2/2/2018 1 4:30 AM

1 010F18 34TH ST S QUEENSBOROUGH AVE S MC 2/4/2018 1 11:06 PM

1 016F18 STARKEY RD ENTERPRISE BLVD MC 2/14/2018 1 11:30 AM

1 015F18 16TH ST N BETWEEN 3RD AND 4TH AVE N MC 2/26/2018 1 6:45 AM

1 024F18 SR688 | WALSINGHAM RD 6TH AVE MC 3/16/2018 1 6:30 PM

1 028F18 MEMORIAL CAUSEWAY AT ISLAND WAY MC 4/1/2018 1 2:45 AM

1 029F18 US 19 HWY NB APPROACHING ALDERMAN RD MC 4/8/2018 1 9:03 PM

1 027F18 PARK BLVD 11600 BLOCK MED 3/30/2018 1 4:17 PM

1 002F18 49TH ST N 8000 BLOCK PED 1/8/2018 1 10:06 PM

1 007F18 70TH AVE N 4600 BLOCK PED 1/23/2018 1 7:45 PM

1 006F18 4TH ST N NEAR 74TH AVE N PED 1/24/2018 1 6:10 PM

1 008F18 US 19 HWY ALDERMAN RD PED 1/27/2018 1 6:50 AM

1 011F18 1ST AVE N 55TH ST N PED 2/2/2018 1 3:10 PM

1 012F18 34TH ST N NEAR 35TH AVE N PED 2/7/2018 1 9:50 PM

1 013F18 BLIND PASS RD CAPTIVA CIRCLE PED 2/17/2018 1 7:00 PM

1 014F18 EAST BAY DR WERTZ DRIVE PED 2/21/2018 1 5:50 AM

1 020F18 PARK BLVD 6100 BLOCK PED 3/9/2018 1 11:25 PM

1 021F18 118TH AVE N 4300 BLOCK PED 3/10/2018 1 10:40 PM

1 022F18 4TH ST N 114TH AVE N PED 3/12/2018 1 6:15 AM

1 003F18 71ST ST N 40TH AVE N VEH 1/11/2018 1 4:11 AM

1 018F18 SEMINOLE BLVD 16 AVENUE SE VEH 3/6/2018 1 1:16 PM

1 017F18 49TH ST N 70TH AVE N VEH 3/7/2018 1 8:00 PM

1 019F18 ULMERTON RD WILD ACRES RD VEH 3/9/2018 1 2:49 AM

1 026F18 I-275 38TH AVE N VEH 3/24/2018 1 3:03 AM

1 025F18 66TH ST N S OF 126TH AVE N VEH 3/25/2018 1 11:23 PM

1 030F18 I-275 | HOWARD FRANKLAND BRIDGE PINELLAS COUNTY SIDE OF THE BRIDGE VEH 4/4/2018 1 11:15 AM

1 031F18 US 19 HWY 54TH AVE N VEH 4/12/2018 1 11:00 AM

1 032F18 SR580 AT CURVE NEAR CHARLES AVE VEH 4/21/2018 1 5:51 AM 31.3%

1 033F18 54TH AVE S 16TH ST S VEH 4/24/2018 1 1:50 PM

25.0%

9.4%

34.4%

(medical crashes not included)

32

* MEDICAL INCIDENTS INCLUDE HEART ATTACKS, STROKE, OR OTHER FATAL CONDITION.

FATALITIES EXCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS

22

33

32

10

VULNERABLE ROAD USERS

MOTORCYCLE FATALITIES

10

8

CRASHES (fatal) INCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS *

CRASHES (fatal) EXCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS

AUTO-VEHICLE FATALITIES

PINELLAS COUNTY

INITIAL REPORTING

of Traffic Fatalities

thru April 30, 2018

FATALITIES INCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS *33

0 OTHER TRAFFIC RELATED FATALITIES BUT NO IMMINENT CRASH REPORT

3

11 PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES

PEDESTRIAN CRASHES (fatal)11

VULNERABLE USER FATALITIES

VULNERABLE USER CRASHES (fatal)

Vulnerable/total fatalities

22

of all traffic fatalities (includes other small modes)

Forward Pinellas

68.8%

NOTE

Table not an official representation,

based upon initial reporting,

subject to change upon verification.

(medical crashes not included)

BICYCLE CRASHES (fatal)

of all traffic fatalities

AUTO-VEHICLE CRASHES (fatal)

8

3

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES (fatal)

BICYCLE FATALITIES

of all traffic fatalities
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