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APPLICANT:  CITY OF ST. PETE BEACH 
 
PROJECT NAME:  ST. PETE BEACH IDENTITY PROJECT – PHASE 
ONE  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Background 
St. Pete Beach has long been a leader in recognizing the unique qualities that the City possesses 
by engaging in the activities encouraged by this grant.  For example, the City’s land 
development regulations incentivize compact, mixed-use development.  The City has developed 
and implemented a form-based overlay for the Pass-a-Grille area understanding the importance 
of the area’s historic character.  Design guidelines were developed as part of the Community 
Redevelopment Area-Eighth Avenue Special Area Plan (a Neighborhood Activity Center) and 
were later codified in the Land Development Code.  It is hoped that the fact that many of these 
eligible activities have already been accomplished will not result in a lower score for this project, 
but that previous efforts will be recognized, considered and rewarded 
 
Prior to incorporation as the City of St. Petersburg Beach in 1957, four separate incorporated 
villages, Belle Vista Beach, Don Cesar Place, Pass-a-Grille Beach, and St. Petersburg Beach, as 
well as an unincorporated area, shared Long Key.  This history has created a challenge unique to 
the City of St. Pete Beach.  The legacy of the five distinct communities has caused the resulting 
neighborhoods to each have their own flavor.  This, in turn, has resulted in a hodge-podge of 
styles related to wayfinding, which gives the City an uncoordinated look and “feel”.  This hodge-
podge has resulted in many residents identifying more with their neighborhood than with the 
City.  It is the intention of the St. Pete Beach Identity Project to utilize place-making through a 
unified theme to bring neighborhoods together.  While the project will support the divergent 
character of each former village as expressed in the City’s neighborhoods, the intended public 
realm elements will result in St. Pete Beach being experienced as a cohesive unit.   In short, the 
goal of the St. Pete Beach Identity Project is to highlight the diversity of the existing 
neighborhoods while developing a sense of a unified identity for the City as a whole. 
 
This project will implement goals and objectives outlined in Pinellas by Design: An Economic 
Development & Redevelopment Plan for the Pinellas Community: 

• Emphasize the aesthetic quality of public buildings, structures and streetscapes.   
This project will provide structures to identify the City and improve the existing 
streetscape. 

• Identify notable examples of redevelopment techniques used locally and elsewhere to 
serve as a “toolkit” of potential approaches that address and facilitate redevelopment.  



In many locations gateway features have been shown to successfully define a city’s 
essence and character, which this project will accomplish. 

• Use the tools provided by CRA designation to improve areas of special interest.   
One of the selected locations is a gateway to the CRA, while a second is two blocks from 
the CRA, also serving to define the area. 

 
The Planning & Urban Design Principles of the Countywide Plan are also supportive of this 
project, especially 

• Develop Activity Centers and/or Multimodal Corridors that have appropriate 
location, size and area-wide density/intensity ranges.   
All 3 locations are on Multimodal Corridors, while one is in a Special Activity 
Center and another is equidistant from a Special Activity Center and a Community 
Center.  The third is two blocks from a Special Activity Center, and as such, also assists 
in wayfinding. 

• Create quality streets, roads, and pedestrian routes that are joined together 
to provide a continuous, convenient system for travel within any given area.  
The installation of the monument signs will serve to create quality streets. 

 
History of the Project 
The City of St. Pete Beach is committed to quality place-making activities along multimodal 
corridors within its jurisdiction as well as in the Community Redevelopment Area (CRA).  As 
such, the City has commissioned several plans and studies for these areas.  The most recent study 
is the City of St. Pete Beach Identity Project, which was completed in August, 2017. 
 
The City of St. Pete Beach Identity Project plan featured public input as well as professional 
guidance by Jonathan Mugmon Design.  This context-sensitive place-making project developed 
a brand-mark that considered attributes of the City, as well as defining colors that will be used to 
project the expression of the City as “The Sunset Capital of Florida”.  This project also 
developed a hierarchy of public realm elements that will use this brand-mark to project a 
consistent message throughout the island.  The hierarchy of public realm elements is intended to 
undergird the identity of the entire city, while calling attention to the individuality of each 
neighborhood.  The project as envisioned will include entrance signs, neighborhood monuments, 
wayfinding signs, street signs, transit stops, lighting and plant materials. The wayfinding signs, 
especially on evacuation routes, will serve to improve resiliency.  The funding for the entrance 
signs as requested by this application is but the first step in implementing the brand-mark for the 
City of St. Pete Beach.   While the project will support the divergent character of each previous 
village as expressed in the City’s neighborhoods, the intended public realm elements will 
reinforce community identity and livability, strengthen a "sense of place" and foster connected, 
people-centric destinations throughout the island. 
 
Project Specifics 
This project consists of planning, engineering, provision and installation of 3 place-making 
improvements: monument signs at all entrances to the City.  This project is necessary due to the 
built-out nature of Pinellas County, where one of the challenges that a community faces is how 
to let the visitor, and in some cases residents, know where one community starts and another 
ends.  It is the intention of the City to use this grant to provide quality entrance features in the 



form of monument signs in order to meet one of the challenges of distinctive place-making.  
These quality entrance features will well serve the PPM program’s goals of maintaining and/or 
strengthening the character of Pinellas County's many distinct communities, establishing or 
reinforcing a "sense of place" and fostering connected, people-centric destinations through 
planning activities that reinforce community identity and livability. 
 
This project is a multi-modal place-making project.  All three locations are on streets that have 
sidewalks for good pedestrian access.  Locations One and Two are served by regular PSTA route 
service.  Location 3 is serviced by the Suncoast Beach Trolley. It should also be noted that 
Location One is in underserved area (Community Redevelopment Area).  Location One is also 
part of t he  C i t y’ s  broader revitalization and redevelopment efforts or vision, specifically as 
it relates to the Corey District Vision Plan.    
 
PROJECT LOCATION 
 
Location One – 136 75th Avenue  
One of the 3 bridges leading into the City of St. Pete Beach is along the Corey Causeway (FL 
693/ Pasadena Avenue S/75th Avenue).  As shown on the County-wide Transit-Oriented Land 
Use Vision Map, this road is a Primary Corridor that leads to the St. Pete Beach CRA, which is 
also shown as a Special Activity Center on the same map.  
 
Location Two – 3504 Gulf Boulevard 
A portion of the Pinellas Bayway is another bridge leading into St. Pete Beach.  The County-
wide Transit-Oriented Land Use Vision Map has identified this route as a Supporting Corridor, 
which intersects with another Supporting Corridor (Gulf Boulevard/FL 699), on which the sign 
will be located. 
 
Location Three – 9330 Blind Pass Road 
The final entrance into St. Pete Beach lies along Blind Pass Road, which is another Supporting 
Corridor according to the County-wide Transit-Oriented Land Use Vision Map.  The location of 
the sign would be approximately equidistant from a Special Activity Center and a Community 
Center, providing access to both. 
 
PROJECT PARTNERS 
 
This project will be a partnership between Forward Pinellas and the City of S. Pete Beach. 
 
PROJECT BUDGET 
 
This grant application seeks funding to support the installation of the 3 gateway features, one  
monument at each of the entrances into St. Pete Beach.  The project budget is: 
 
  Planning/Engineering   $  9,375 
  Construction    $ 65,625   
  Total     $ 75,000 
 



The City is seeking $ 37,500 from the Forward Pinellas PPM Grant, with the remaining $ 37,500 
being borne by the City’s Capital Projects Fund.   
 
EXHIBITS 
 County-Wide Transit-Oriented Land Use Vison Map 
 Location of St. Pete Beach Entrance Signs 
 Location 1 Photos 
 Location 2 Photos 
 Location 3 Photos 
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