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The Role of

FORWARD
PINELLAS |

Forward Pinellas is the land use and integ rated approach to

transportation planning agency for Pinellas .
County. We function as both the transportatlon and land

countywide land use agency, the Pinellas use plarming to sustain
Planning Council (PPC), and the _
transportation planning leader, Pinellas the economy of Pinellas

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPQO). County and Support our

Our planning processes address such things communities.
as housing, transportation, employment,
and community resiliency needs. We assist
the County and its local governments with
advancing priority projects, technical
support, funding opportunities, policy
advice and strategic guidance. We also

coordinate with partners from neighboring N M

counties on regionally significant

transportation policies and projects. In 2025
In Pinellas County @ 2 9 Technical assistance
requests met
2 5 Local governments ® $ 11 Grant funding awarded
to local governments

9 8 O K + Residents E-,_"m_m 5 9 Fully funded priority

transportation projects

o
15 M Visitors each year %@ 24 Special planning projects

underway or completed
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Message from the

DIRECTOR

In a way, 2025 felt like driving down the highway and encountering drivers
making sudden lane changes, tailgating, weaving across lanes, and making

abrupt decisions at an off-ramp. For local governments working to meet the
w&%ﬁ—- needs of their residents, changing federal and state policies, and preemptions
Z amid Tampa Bay'’s rapid population growth and national economic
Whit Blanton, FAICP uncertainties created a jarring, disruptive, and sometimes alarming situation
Executive Director that felt a lot like crossing the bridges in peak season.

In that context, Forward Pinellas remains the prudent driver; planning the trip, reading road signhs and
following pavement markings, while being courteous to our fellow travelers as we navigate traffic jams
and avoid potholes to reach our destination efficiently and safely. Managing change is what we do.
While external forces will always influence our work as planners...

We remain committed to our core mission and values
to serve Pinellas County and its communities...

o Planning with communities to help them achieve the outcomes they choose

e Using data and visualization to engage, understand, and inform

e Building and sustaining partnerships to reach shared goals

e Looking forward with awareness and vision to guide where we want to be in the future.

Our work depends on effective partnerships, and that has led to accomplishments over the past year on
behalf of our residents, visitors, and employers, setting the stage for success in 2026 and beyond. We
expanded our board, commmitted funding to critical transportation project priorities, and approved plans
and provided guidance to make our county more affordable, resilient, and capable of meeting its
economic needs into the future.

We meet the needs of our dynamic, redeveloping county and growing region by addressing today’s
issues and preparing for tomorrow. Examples include more flexibility in the Countywide Plan process to
strengthen employment and industrial lands so they can adapt to changing market conditions, and
working with state, local and regional partners to improve how we create transportation plans and make
decisions for all residents of the Tampa Bay region. The year ahead holds much promise for increasing
affordability, safety, mobility, and economic opportunity. Let's keep working together to make those
promises a reality for all.
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FEDERAL CERTIFICATION REVIEW

Forward Pinellas is in full compliance with federal planning regulations following the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) quadrennial certification review. The review team highlighted
multiple noteworthy practices of Forward Pinellas, including before and after
studies, bicycle-pedestrian planning activities, and our unigue strength of
integrating land use and transit planning.
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Staff Board Members

Whit Blanton, Executive Director

Valerie Brookens, Principal Planner

Rodney Chatman, Planning Division Manager
Chelsea Favero, MPO Division Manager

Robert Feigel, Program Planner

Linda Fisher, Executive Planner

Nicole Galasso, Principal Planner

Ryan Hutton, Transportation Planner

Tina Jablon, Executive Administrative Secretary
Maria Kelly, Secretary

Kaitlyn Nieman, Planner

Nousheen Rahman, Principal Planner

Madison Rushe, Accounting Services Coordinator
Dana Santos, Communications & Outreach
Specialist

Kyle Simpson, Active Transportation Planner

Cris Smith, Accounting Services Coordinator
Rebecca Stysly, Accounting and Finance Manager
Emma Wennick, Program Planner

Committees

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Citizens Advisory Committee

Local Coordinating Board

Pinellas Trail Security Task Force
Planners Advisory Committee

School Transportation Safety Committee
Technical Coordinating Committee
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Chair - Gina Driscoll, City of St. Petersburg
Councilmember

Vice Chair - Dave Eggers, Pinellas County
Commissioner

Treasurer - David Allbritton, City of Clearwater
Councilmember

Secretary - Patti Reed, City of Pinellas Park
Councilmember

Joe Ayoub, City of Safety Harbor Mayor
Anne-Marie Brooks, City of Madeira Beach Mayor
Michael Eisner, City of Tarpon Springs Vice Mayor
Deborah Figgs-Sanders, City of St. Petersburg
Councilmember

René Flowers, Pinellas County Commissioner
Richie Floyd, City of St. Petersburg
Councilmember

Maureen Freaney, City of Dunedin Mayor
Brandi Gabbard, City of St. Petersburg
Councilmember

Katie Gannon, City of Oldsmar Mayor
Christopher Johnson, City of Largo
Commissioner

Karen Love, City of Gulfport Mayor

Michael Mannino, City of Clearwater
Councilmember

Chris Scherer, Pinellas County Commissioner
Brian Scott, Pinellas County Commissioner
Tom Shelly, City of Belleair Deputy Mayor
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Forward Pinellas works with our local

municipalities, our board, committees,
government agencies, and other

stakeholder partners to identify land use

and transportation priorities and
Fo RWAR D advance projects through funding and

collaboration.

$ 6 4 3 . 9 1 M Total Funding Based on the FDOT Five-Year Work Program,

FY 2026-2030,

10%
15% Complete
Aviation Streets

24%

. —3%
Resurfacing

Traffic
Operations &
Safety

—1%
Intelligent
Transportation

| 0.2% Rail
4% 2%

Bicycle/Pedestrian MPO Planning

LOCAL AGENCY GRANTS PROGRAM

This program provides funding for local transportation projects that demonstrate a
strong link between redevelopment, economic opportunity, and better accessibility
for all roadway users. In 2025, we awarded funding to the 2024 program applicants -
the City of Pinellas Park, for two projects to address safety challenges and
improve connectivity, and the City St. Petersburg for its Micromobility
Expansion Study to evaluate the potential to serve additional activity
centers in the area, like Gateway, Tyrone, and the Skyway Marina

District, with shared micromobility systems.

In 2025...

$3 M made available for construction projects

$ 150 K. made available for planning projects

(> applications from local cities
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