
Changing the Tide

$3.5 bill ion
in funding is needed to make the

roads and bridges in Pinellas County
more resil ient according to the

Regional Resil iency Coalit ion.

Creating a Resilient Future

7
Since 1946, the Tampa Bay area
has seen over 

inches
of sea level r ise, and that rate is

expected to increase.

2990
miles

of roads in Pinellas,  Hil lsborough,
and Pasco Counties are vulnerable to

major hurricanes, sea level r ise, and
more intense rainstorms.

$175With

bill ion
in potential losses, the Tampa Bay
region is the most vulnerable
metropolitan area in the United
States to storm surge

20%
of Pinellas County residents

and jobs are located in the
Coastal High Hazard Area
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I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7  H u r r i c a n e  I r m a  w a s
o n  a  c o l l i s i o n  c o u r s e  w i t h  T a m p a  B a y .
T h a t  n e a r - m i s s  w a s  a  w a k e ‐u p  c a l l  t h a t
w e  a r e  o n  b o r r o w e d  t i m e .  D u r i n g  t h e
2 0 2 0  h u r r i c a n e  s e a s o n ,  T r o p i c a l  S t o r m
E t a  m a d e  l a n d f a l l  n e a r  C e d a r  K e y  a n d
c a u s e d  d a n g e r o u s  s t o r m  s u r g e ,  f l o o d e d
s t r e e t s ,  a n d  d a m a g i n g  w i n d s
t h r o u g h o u t  P i n e l l a s  C o u n t y .  T h i s  i s s u e
i s  o f  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  b e c a u s e
f l o o d e d  r o a d s  c r e a t e  c h a l l e n g e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  g e t t i n g  t o  w o r k ,  s c h o o l ,
b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  r o u t i n e
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i c h  c a n  m e a n  l o s t  i n c o m e ,
l o s t  t i m e ,  a n d  o t h e r  h a r d s h i p s .

I m p a s s a b l e  r o a d s  a n d  b r i d g e s  c a n
r e s t r i c t  a c c e s s  t o  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s
a n d  e v a c u a t i o n  r o u t e s ,  w h i c h  p l a c e
l i v e s  i n  d a n g e r .  D a m a g e d
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  s u c h  a s
w a s h e d - o u t  r o a d s  o r  b r i d g e s ,  c r e a t e
l o n g e r - t e r m  d i s r u p t i o n s  a n d  i n c r e a s e
r e p a i r  a n d  o v e r a l l  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s .  I t
i s  c l e a r  t h a t  r e s i l i e n t  r o a d s  a n d  b r i d g e s
a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y
o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  w e  n e e d  t o
p r e p a r e  o u r  r e g i o n  t o  b e  r e s i l i e n t  i n  t h e
f a c e  o f  t h e s e  h a z a r d s .  

C r e a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  c a n  b e  r e a l i z e d  w i t h
a d v a n c e d  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e
e n g i n e e r i n g ,  s u c h  a s  h a r d e n i n g  r o a d s ,
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  s h o r e l i n e ,  a d d i n g
b r e a k w a t e r  d e v i c e s ,  e t c .  A s  a  c o a s t a l
r e g i o n ,  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n a b l e  s t e p s  a r e
n e e d e d  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  o f
o u r  r o a d s  a n d  b r i d g e s  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e
s a f e t y  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  o u r
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  m a i n t a i n  o u r  q u a l i t y
o f  l i f e .

T h e  T a m p a  B a y  r e g i o n  i s  o n e
o f  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  a r e a s
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e x p e r i e n c i n g

f r e q u e n t  s t o r m s  a n d
p e r s i s t e n t  f l o o d i n g .  D u e  t o
o u r  c o a s t a l  g e o g r a p h y  a n d

c h a n g i n g  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  r e g i o n
f a c e s  a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e a t s  f r o m

s e a  l e v e l  r i s e  a n d  f r e q u e n t
s e v e r e  f l o o d i n g  f r o m  h e a v y

r a i n s t o r m s .  T h e s e  e v e n t s
h a v e  a  d e t r i m e n t a l  i m p a c t  o n

o u r  h o m e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d
c r i t i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  R o a d s

a n d  b r i d g e s  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o
o u r  w a y  o f  l i f e  a n d  n e w

s o l u t i o n s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e
o u r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  m o r e

r e s i l i e n t  t o  t h e s e  w e a t h e r -
r e l a t e d  h a z a r d s .

 

~Joanne "Cookie" Kennedy

Creating resilient

communities is

essential for our

communities and

businesses. It’s up to

us to adapt to the

changing world so our

cities can continue to

thrive.

Forward Pinellas Vice-Chair
Indian Rocks Beach Mayor


