
Finding Flexible Funding

in funding available to our communities, because we do not have enough
transportation projects that meet the restr ict ions of state funding programs.

Investing in Transportation
Finding flexible solutions to fund

transportation needs in our community

80%
Our residents asked us
to invest

of our funding 

on transit ,  bicycle, pedestrian
and technology projects

35%
But due to restr ict ions,
we can only invest

of our funding 

on these projects over the next 
20 years

$300
In the next 20 years, Pinellas County will  be
losing out on more than 

Mill ion
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F o r w a r d  P i n e l l a s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
s e t t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f u n d i n g
p r i o r i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  P i n e l l a s  C o u n t y
s o  w e  c a n  r e c e i v e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l
f u n d i n g .  T h o u g h  f u n d i n g  i s  w i d e l y
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,
e a c h  f u n d i n g  p r o g r a m  c o m e s  w i t h  i t s
o w n  s e t  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  o u r
a b i l i t y  t o  f u n d  t h e  p r o j e c t s  w e  b e l i e v e
a r e  b e s t  f o r  o u r  r e d e v e l o p i n g
c o m m u n i t i e s .  

~Darden Rice

Transportation is about

more than just cars. We

need many modes of

travel—walking, biking,

transit, micromobility—

to meet the needs of all

our residents,

regardless of age,

gender, economic

status or ability.
M o s t  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  p r o g r a m s  r e q u i r e
t h a t  p r o j e c t s  a d d  c a p a c i t y  t o  a  r o a d w a y
a n d  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  b e  s p e n t  o n
m u l t i u s e  t r a i l s ,  p e d e s t r i a n  o v e r p a s s e s
o r  f o r  r e p l a c i n g  a g i n g  t r a n s i t  v e h i c l e s .
T h e  s t a t e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s
m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  t o  h e l p  c o m m u n i t i e s
k e e p  u p  w i t h  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  o n  t h e
r o a d w a y s .  I n  P i n e l l a s  C o u n t y ,  o u r
c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  h i g h l y
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  r o a d w a y
c a p a c i t y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t
n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h e d
p r o p e r t i e s .  T h e  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g
r e s t r i c t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m e e t
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e m a n d ,  a r e  n o  l o n g e r
w o r k i n g  i n  u r b a n i z e d  a r e a s  w h e r e
m e e t i n g  t h a t  d e m a n d  r e q u i r e s  m o r e
t h a n  s i m p l y  w i d e n i n g  r o a d w a y s .  W e
n e e d  f l e x i b l e  f u n d i n g  s o l u t i o n s  s o  t h a t
w e  c a n  f u n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h a t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y
n e e d s  a n d  w a n t s ,  l i k e  m o r e  p u b l i c
t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e ,  b e t t e r  b i c y c l e  a n d
p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e
f l o w  o f  t r a f f i c .  

Forward Pinellas Chair

St. Petersburg Councilmember


