
 

STSC Members 
 
 

Please be reminded that we are back to in-person meetings. 
STSC members attending via Zoom may participate but may 
not vote and will be counted as absent for attendance 
purposes.  
 
 
 
 

Join Zoom Meeting for Public viewing and comment only 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88213075771?pwd=M3c3UFVkb29R
V0Fzc0s2NTZ3aFBHZz09 

Meeting ID: 882 1307 5771  

Passcode: 151998 

 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,86885331500#,,,,*887600# US (Chicago) 
+16468769923,,86885331500#,,,,*887600# US (New York) 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88213075771?pwd=M3c3UFVkb29RV0Fzc0s2NTZ3aFBHZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88213075771?pwd=M3c3UFVkb29RV0Fzc0s2NTZ3aFBHZz09


 

 

 

 

THE PLANNING COUNCIL AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR PINELLAS COUNTY 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS  

2. ELECTION OF A CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4. SCHOOL DISTRICT RELATED ITEMS  

1. Bus Stop Information Cards 

2. Joint Public Service Announcements 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

6. PRIORITIZING BUS STOP LOCATION IMPROVEMENTS ON COUNTY ROADS  

7. STATE LEGISLATION RELATED TO SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY  

8. OTHER BUSINESS  

A. Hazardous Walking Conditions Update 

B. SPOTLight Emphasis Area Update 

C. STEPS Program – Minutes 

D. Safe Routes to School 

E. Request for Future Agenda Topics 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

        Next Meeting: JUNE 1, 2022 

 

 

     Join Zoom Meeting for Public viewing and comment only 
 

      https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88213075771?pwd=M3c3UFVkb29RV0Fzc0s2NTZ3aFBHZz09 

Meeting ID: 882 1307 5771  

Passcode: 151998 

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 

COMMITTEE (STSC) AGENDA  

March 1, 2023 -  9:00 a.m.  

                                     

310 Court Street, 1st Floor Conf. Room 

Clearwater, FL 33756  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88213075771?pwd=M3c3UFVkb29RV0Fzc0s2NTZ3aFBHZz09


 

 

 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
religion, disability, or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge) 
should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, 
Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062 (V/TDD)] at least three days prior to the 
meeting.  

Appeals: Certain public meetings result in actions taken by the public board, commission or 
agency that may be appealed; in such case persons are advised that, if they decide to 
appeal any decision made at a public meeting/hearing, they will need a record of the 
proceedings, and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based.   

Forward Pinellas is committed to making our documents accessible to all audiences If you 
have accessibility concerns, please contact info@forwardpinellas.org or call 727-464-8250. 
Visit https://forwardpinellas.org/legal/website-accessibility-statement/ for more information. 

         

mailto:aelmore@forwardpinellas.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforwardpinellas.org%2Flegal%2Fwebsite-accessibility-statement%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMkelly%40co.pinellas.fl.us%7C0f259ed3aaa445b232f208d904147eb3%7Cc32ee18fa4c746ffaf408ed605642745%7C0%7C0%7C637545308326838232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aTqeL%2FX1LnGUNzaeG4dcyRjErY5pY72B8pAKnxA%2BFyA%3D&reserved=0


 

 
  

School Transportation Safety Committee – March 1, 2023 

2.  Election of Officers 

 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
 
The STSC bylaws require the election of committee officers every two years at the last meeting 
of the year.  However, the current chairperson, Bill Dudley, no longer holds an elected position 
on the School Board. Therefore, an election needs to be held at this meeting in order to select 
a chair and vice chair for the committee.   
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

▪ STSC Membership List  

▪ STSC Bylaws                                  

ACTION:  STSC to elect Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2023 
   
 



 

  rev. 3/2023 

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

 
School Board    Pinellas County 
Stephanie Meyer    Commissioner Chris Latvala 
Carol Cook  
 

Clearwater     Citizen 
Councilmember Mark Bunker                   Doug Mullis    
 
Dunedin     PSTA 
Commissioner Jeff Gow   Josh Shulman 
 
Gulfport     Largo 
Vacant     Commissioner John Carroll 
 
Oldsmar     Gulf Beaches 
Councilmember Katie Gannon  Mayor Cookie Kennedy 
 
Pinellas Park    Tarpon Springs 
Councilmember Keith V. Sabiel  Commissioner Mike Eisner 
 
Seminole     Safety Harbor 
Councilor Roger Edelman   Commissioner Cliff Merz 
      Vice Mayor Nancy Besore (alternate) 
St. Petersburg 
 Councilmember Lisset Hanewicz 
 

Non-Voting Tech Support Members 
 
Pinellas County School Board/Transportation 
Matthew Atwell 
T. Mark Hagewood, Transportation 
 
Pinellas County Long Range Planning  
Scott Swearengen  
 
Pinellas County Public Works 
Casey Morse / Joan Rice 
 
Pinellas County School Board 
Marshall Touchton, Demographic Specialist 
 
Pinellas County School Board  
Joseph Camera, Customer Service Analyst  
Autumn, Westermann, Customer Service Analyst (Alt.) 
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BYLAWS OF THE 
FORWARD PINELLAS 

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
 
SECTION 1: NAME 
 
The name of this committee shall be the Forward Pinellas School Transportation Safety Committee, effective 
March 3, 2021. 
 
 
SECTION 2: PURPOSE 
 
The School Transportation Safety Committee (STSC) shall serve Forward Pinellas in its role as the Pinellas 
County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) on an advisory basis. In order to assist the STSC in 
carrying out its vision and mission, Forward Pinellas shall provide appropriate staff support.  All official actions 
of the STSC must be confirmed by Forward Pinellas. 
 
The vision and mission of the STSC are as follows: 
 
Vision: To improve the safety of pedestrians, bicyclists, cars, and buses as they travel to and from Pinellas 
County’s schools through raising awareness, sharing information, and collaboratively working with partner 
agencies to improve critical transportation facilities. 
 
Mission: To continuously review and evaluate all modes of public-school transportation in terms of safe 
routes and access and make recommendations to address current or future issues or needs. The scope of 
the STSC’s purview includes but is not limited to; school bus stop locations, bicycle routing, walking 
conditions, transit, and transportation programming/policies/procedures. 
 
 
SECTION 3: MEMBERSHIP, COMPOSITION, APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS, AND TERMS 
 
A. The STSC shall be comprised of as many as sixteen (16) voting members and non-voting technical 

support members confirmed by Forward Pinellas during a regular meeting. 
 

The voting and non-voting membership is as follows: 
 

1. As many as sixteen (16) members confirmed by Forward Pinellas for the following municipalities, 
agencies and citizen groups: 

 
Pinellas County School Board Elected Officials 2 
City of Safety Harbor Elected Official 1 
City of St. Petersburg Elected Official 1 
Pinellas County (BCC) Elected Official 1 
City of Tarpon Springs Elected Official  1 
City of Clearwater Elected Official 1 
City of Oldsmar Elected Official 1 
City of Seminole Elected Official 1 
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City of Madeira Beach Elected Official 1 
City of Gulfport Elected Official 1 
Citizen Representative  1 
City of Largo Elected Official 1 
City of Dunedin Elected Official 1 
City of Pinellas Park Elected Official 1 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) Board Appointee 1 

 
2. Non-voting technical support members confirmed by the Forward Pinellas Board shall include a 

representative from Pinellas County Schools; the Pinellas County Public Works Department; local 
government staff; and local law enforcement personnel. "Technical Member" is defined as a person 
who possesses either academic, practical, or both types of special knowledge related to the 
profession of traffic engineering, public works, parks operations, or other recognized technical 
disciplines applicable to the work of the STSC. 

 
B. Each voting member shall have an equal vote. 
 
C. If a representative’s term of office expires, the local agency must appoint a new member to fill that 

unexpired term of service as soon as practicable.   
 
 
SECTION 4: OFFICERS AND DUTIES 
 
The STSC shall have two officers, the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, who shall be voting members. 

 
A. Officer Elections shall take place every two years at the last regularly scheduled meeting of the 

calendar year. Any member may nominate a voting member to be an officer. Such nominations shall 
not be made without agreement of the nominee(s) to serve, if elected. 

 
B. All elections shall be by the majority vote of STSC members present, except write-in votes may be 

accepted by Forward Pinellas staff prior to the meeting at which the election will be held. The 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson shall hold office until their successors are elected. 

 
C. The Chairperson shall: 
 

1. Preside at and conduct all meetings. 

2. Approve STSC correspondence and information releases. 

3. Serve as a liaison between the STSC and Forward Pinellas whenever the need arises. 

4. Cancel or postpone a regular or special meeting if circumstances warrant it and, if necessary, set 
a new date, time, and place for the meeting. 

 
D. The Chairperson may create subcommittees and task teams and appoint their chairpersons and 

members. 
 
E. The Vice Chairperson shall, during the absence or inability of the Chairperson to serve, have and 

exercise all the duties and powers of the Chairperson. The Vice Chairperson shall also perform such 
other duties as may be assigned by the Chairperson. 
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F. If both the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are absent from a meeting, a temporary Chairperson 

shall be provided by majority vote of the members present. 
 
G. Any vacancy in office created by resignation or replacement of an officer shall be filled by a majority 

vote of members present at the next regular meeting. The officer so elected shall fill the remainder of 
the unexpired term of the vacant office. 

 
 
SECTION 5: MEETINGS 
 
A. The business year for the STSC will run from January through December of each calendar year. The 

STSC shall conduct three to four regular meetings at a date, time, and place acceptable to a majority 
of the membership.  

 
B. The Chairperson may call emergency or special meetings when deemed necessary. Emergency or 

special meetings may be called with a minimum of one (1) day notice, indicating the reason for the 
meeting. The notice for emergency or special meetings may be conducted by means of electronic 
communication. 

 
C. Forward Pinellas staff shall prepare agendas prior to all meetings. Forward Pinellas staff’s goal is to 

distribute hard copies of the agendas, including the minutes of the previous meeting, to members 
approximately seven (7) days prior to any regular meeting. The members will also receive, via e-mail, 
a link that will allow them to view the agenda, reports, studies, or other Committee notices on the 
Forward Pinellas website. Members may place items on the agenda with approval of the Chairperson. 

 
D. An item requiring action may be brought before the STSC by any member with the Chairperson's 

approval, even though it is not on the agenda. The Chairperson shall decide if action is to be taken at 
that meeting or at a subsequent meeting. 

 
E. A quorum shall consist of one-fourth of the appointed voting membership and shall be required for 

conduct of all official business.  
 
F. All meetings will be open to the public. Public participation shall be allowed at the discretion of the 

Chairperson. 
 
 
SECTION 6: FORWARD PINELLAS CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 
 
A. Conflicts of Interest 
 

1. Voting Conflicts 
 
If a member of the STSC declares a voting conflict pursuant to Section 112.3143, Florida Statutes 
on a matter before Forward Pinellas or its advisory committees, that member may no longer 
participate in that matter before Forward Pinellas and local government board that has a member 
of Forward Pinellas on it, or any other committee of Forward Pinellas. For the purposes of this 
subsection, the term “participate” means any attempt to influence the decision by oral or written 
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communication, whether made by the member of Forward Pinellas or its advisory committee or at 
the member’s direction. 
 
In the event a member has a conflict of interest, they are required to complete Form 8B – 
Memorandum of Voting Conflict for County, Municipal, and Other Local Public Officers and turn it 
into Forward Pinellas staff for insertion in the minutes of the meeting where said conflict existed, 
in compliance with Section 112.3143, Florida Statutes. 
 

2. Lobbying Policy 
 
Lobbying of evaluation committee members, Forward Pinellas staff, or elected officials regarding 
Requests for Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, bids, or contracts during the pendency of bid 
protest by the bidder/proposer/ protestor, or any member of the bidder’s/proposer’s/protestor’s 
staff, an agent of the bidder/proposer/protestor, or any person employed by the legal entity 
affiliated with or representing an organization that is responding to the Requests for Proposal, 
Requests for Qualification, bid or contract, or has a pending bid protest is strictly prohibited either 
upon advertisement or on a date established by Forward Pinellas and shall be prohibited until 
either an award is final or the protest is finally resolved by the Forward Pinellas Board or Executive 
Director, provided, however, nothing herein shall prohibit a prospective bidder/proposer from 
contacting the Forward Pinellas staff to address situations such as clarification and/or questions 
related to the procurement process. For purposes of this provision, lobbying activities shall include 
but not be limited to influencing or attempting to influence action or non-action in connection with 
any Requests for Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, bid or contract through direct or indirect 
oral or written communication or an attempt to obtain goodwill of persons and/or entities specified 
in this provision. Such action may cause any Requests for Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, 
bid, or contract to be rejected. 

 
 
SECTION 7: AMENDMENTS 
 
These Bylaws may be amended by Forward Pinellas based on a recommendation and affirmative vote of a 
majority of the voting members of the STSC, provided a copy of the proposed amendment(s) shall have been 
sent to every member at least three (3) days before it is to be voted on. All proposed amendments shall be 
voted on at regular meetings; however, Forward Pinellas staff may accept write-in votes prior to the meeting. 
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3. Approval of Minutes 

 

  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The meeting summary for the October 19, 2022, meetings are attached for review and approval.  

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  STSC Meeting Summary – October 19, 2022 

 

ACTION:  Approval of Meeting Summary 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE 
OF OCTOBER 19, 2022 

 
 
The meeting was held on Wednesday, October 19, 2022, at 9:00 a.m., at 310 Court Street, 2nd 
Floor Conference Room, Clearwater, FL, which did include a virtual option. 
 
 

Members Present: 
Bill Dudley, Chair Pinellas County School Board 
Carol Cook, Vice-Chair Pinellas County School Board 
Matt Atwell Pinellas County School Board/Transportation  
Mark Bunker Councilmember, City of Clearwater 
Mike Eisner Commissioner, City of Tarpon Springs 
Jeff Gow Commissioner, City of Dunedin 
Katie Gannon - Zoom Councilmember, City of Oldsmar 
T. Mark Hagewood Pinellas County School Board/Transportation 
Casey Morse Pinellas County Public Works 
 
 
Members Absent: 
John Carroll Commissioner, City of Largo 
Roger Edelman Councilmember, City of Seminole 
Dave Eggers Commissioner Pinellas County 
Cookie Kennedy Beaches Representative, Mayor Indian Rocks Beach  
Cliff Merz  Commissioner, City of Safety Harbor 
Doug Mullis Citizen Representative  
Keith Sabiel Councilmember, City of Pinellas Park 
Joshua Shulman PSTA Representative 
Scott Swearengen Pinellas County Long Range Planning 
Marshall Touchton Pinellas County School Board 
 
Others Present: 
Matt Croasmun   Citizen Guest 
Arisbeth Tarres   USF Student 
James Scott   WTSP 10 Tampa Bay 
Kailey Tracy   Fox 13 News 
Beth Herendeen - Zoom  Pinellas County Schools/Communications 
Robin Gomez - Zoom   City Manager, City of Madeira Beach 
WFLA Channel 8 - Zoom  Guest 
Isabel Mascarenas - Zoom PIO for Pinellas County Schools 
Charles Croasmun - Zoom Guest 
Shirley Croasmun - Zoom Guest 
Olivia George - Zoom  Tampa Bay Reporter 
Lindsay Weiser - Zoom  Guest 
Charlene Wilkes - Zoom  Guest 
Mandy Croasmun - Zoom Guest 
Kendrich Croasmun - Zoom Guest 
Mark Birenbaum   Guest 
Lisa Croasmun - Zoom  Guest 
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Chris Weiser   Citizen Guest (Ethan) 
Renee Chiea   Moms for Liberty 
Angela Dubach   Moms for Liberty 
Gretell Sanchez - Zoom  Televisa Univision, Inc. 
Melissa’s Iphone - Zoom  Guest 
Ariane Martins - Zoom  Forward Pinellas Staff 
Dana Santos   Forward Pinellas Staff 
Chelsea Favero   Forward Pinellas Staff 
Sandra Knoebel Forward Pinellas Staff 
Maria Kelly Forward Pinellas Staff 
 

 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Bill Dudley, Chair, Pinellas County School Board, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
and asked attendees to introduce themselves. At this time, Chair Dudley read a statement 
regarding allowing committee members present to make a motion to allow those members 
participating by Zoom (all names identified above) to participate and vote due to 
extenuating circumstances existing that make it impossible for some committee members 
to attend in person. A motion was made by Commissioner Jeff Gow that due to Covid-19; 
extenuating circumstances exist that prevent some members from joining in person. 
Therefore, they will be allowed to participate and vote by phone since a quorum is 
represented in person. This was seconded by Councilmember Mark Bunker and passed 
with a unanimous vote.  
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Matt Croasmun addressed the committee and shared a PowerPoint titled Bus Route 
519. On August 26, 2022, Ethan Weiser died after being hit by a car while trying to cross 
Belleair Road in Clearwater, to get to his school bus stop. Mr. Croasmun is the uncle of 
Ethan Weiser, and has been advocating for change since that day, seeking to have more 
transportation safety measures implemented in the area of the school bus stop crossing on 
Belleair Road. Mr. Croasmun shared suggestions he has developed to help improve safety 
at that location, as well as for school bus riders countywide. Committee members shared 
Mr. Croasmun’s sense of urgency in improving safety at this location and for all students 
accessing school facilities. Following discussion, the Committee requested that District, 
County and Forward Pinellas staff further explore Mr. Croasmun’s suggestions and 
strengthen coordination to improve student transportation safety. Questions were taken and 
answered appropriately.    
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes for June 01, 2022, were approved with no corrections. 

 
4. SCHOOL SAFETY COORDINATION TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES 

Ms. Chelsea Favero shared a PowerPoint presentation with the committee on School 
Transportation Safety Tools. School District staff, Forward Pinellas and the local 
jurisdictions, particularly the County, coordinate regularly on issues related to the safety of 
school children traveling to/from school. Much of this coordination occurs in the background 
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and is not immediately apparent to the governing boards and the general public. This 
committee was organized in the early 2000s to coordinate student safety through the Safe 
Routes to School program, coming together on grant applications, identifying concerns with 
speeding in school zones and vehicles passing stopped school buses, crossing guard 
concerns and safety and bus access safety in multifamily communities. One of the current 
tools available is the STEPS Committee, which holds monthly meetings with members from 
Law Enforcement Organizations (LEO’s), public works, FDOT, and decision makers. Their 
focus is on transportation safety to and from schools. Identified issues come to the STEPS 
committee where they are assigned to the proper department and resolved if warranted. 
Other student safety tools available are the Let’s Talk App available to parents with 
students in public schools, the Travel to School safety concern form online that goes 
directly to the school transportation department, as well as direct phone calls. All concerns 
are investigated by District Staff. All bus stops are evaluated continuously with in-person 
site visits. Current Challenges include the receipt of redundant transportation safety 
concerns, expectations outside of immediate agency control and the dynamic nature of 
student transportation. STSC direction should enhance a student-based education 
program, directly targeting students through bus safety and crosswalk education. With 
funding opportunities available through Forward Pinellas, as new technology and 
equipment become available, the district is encouraged to coordinate with staff to prioritize 
where improvements should go on a more proactive basis. Questions were taken and 
appropriately answered. A comment was made about looking into inconsistencies with 
school zones, such as Eisenhower Elementary and Clearwater High School.  
 

5. STUDENT CRASH ANALYSIS  

Ms. Favero shared that Forward Pinellas maintains a robust Crash Data Management 
System, a database of all crashes that occur on the roadways in Pinellas County. This 
system is utilized on a near-daily basis to provide reports and statistics to local partners, 
while also to assist us in monitoring crash trends countywide. The crashes included in the 
system are each tagged with a number of attributes to help analyze and understand the 
crashes happening throughout the county. Recently, Forward Pinellas has been analyzing 
the crash data to determine if it is possible to single out crashes that have involved 
students traveling to/from schools, and to evaluate if there are any trends or contributing 
factors to these types of crashes, that could be remedied through engineering, enforcement 
or educational solutions. Questions were taken and appropriately answered.  

 
6. COMMUNICATIONS OPPORTUNITIES  

Ms. Favero shared that in early 2022, the School Transportation Safety Committee (STSC) 
requested that the communications staff of the District, Forward Pinellas and Pinellas 
County, coordinate more closely on external communications and to also identify additional 
opportunities to conduct outreach. In early October, the staffs from the three agencies were 
able to schedule a time to meet one another, discuss shared goals, strategize outreach 
opportunities, and to broadly discuss how the communications work we each do can 
complement, and strengthen, the communications work of the others. Questions were 
taken and appropriately answered.    
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7. OTHER BUSINESS      
 

A. SCHOOL District Related Items Update  
  

B. Pinellas SPOTlight Emphasis Areas Update 
Regarding the SPOTLight emphasis areas, nothing new to report.   

 
C. STEPS Program  

Minutes and Agendas were provided in the agenda packets.  
 

D. Safe Routes to School  
Information on upcoming events for SRTS is provided in the agenda packets. There are 
many funding opportunities through Safe Routes to School. This is a great funding 
source for Hazardous Walking Conditions.  

 
E. Requests for Future Agenda Topics 

 
F. Comments 

Chair Dudley thanked Matt Croasmun for sharing his presentation, the committee has a 
lot of direction, the stakeholders are here and listening. This topic cannot be pushed 
aside; we need to make progress and at the next meeting, get an update. 
Councilmember Eisner inquired about a timeline for implementation. Chair Dudley 
shared that the committee should focus on getting this fixed by next meeting. Pinellas 
County, Forward Pinellas and the School District will be working together to take the 
suggestions into consideration and focus on a resolution. The committee has given 
clear direction to empower Forward Pinellas to coordinate the education and the safety 
of the school bus stops, so the district, county and staff will work toward getting a 
resolution on this issue, as well as others, well in advance of the next meeting.  

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT 

  The Committee adjourned at 11:00 am. The next meeting will be held on March 1, 2023. 
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4. School Board Related Items 

  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

A. Bus Stop Information Cards 

 

In 2022, the School District received a request that additional transportation safety information 
be provided to students that may be riding the school buses. It was noted that the District is 
already providing bus stop information cards to each student eligible to ride the bus, and that 
links to transportation safety information could possibly be added to these cards. The District 
will provide an update on activities to expand the amount of transportation safety information 
provided to students through these information cards.  

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  None 

 

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

 

 

B. TRANSPORTATION SAFETY PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

In late 2022, Forward Pinellas, School District and Pinellas County agreed to work together to 
develop a series of informational videos to improve awareness and understanding of safe 
transportation practices, related to students and families. Staff has generated a list of potential 
topics for these videos to focus on, for consideration by the Committee. These topics include: 

 

• Safely Boarding School Buses – geared toward students 

• Stopping for School Buses – geared towards parents and the general public 

• Safety at the Bus Stop – geared towards students, families and the general public 

• How to Safely Use a Crosswalk – geared towards students, families and the general 

public 

•  

Staff will provide an update on the status of the development of these videos and seek 
guidance from the Committee on how to prioritize the topics being considered.  

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  None 

 

ACTION:  STSC to provide feedback on the relative priority of the topic areas for transportation 
safety videos. 
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5. Public Comment  

 

  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Anyone wishing to provide public comment may do so at this time. Each speaker will be given 
a maximum of three minutes. 

 

 

ACTION: None required; informational item only 
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6. Prioritizing Bus Stop Location Improvements on County 
Roads 

 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The Pinellas County School District has 8,874 bus stop locations throughout the county, 
transporting 26,000 students. For the bus stops located along County-maintained roadways, 
Pinellas County Public Works has been coordinating closely with School District staff to 
evaluate safety concerns related to the locations of these stops and to identify any potential 
safety improvements that can be implemented. Pinellas County staff will provide an overview 
of these coordination efforts, including identifying common considerations and challenges that 
are faced when reviewing potential improvements.  

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  None 

 

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
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7. State Legislation Related to School Transportation

SUMMARY 

The 2023 Florida State Legislative session is underway and there are a number of bills that 
have been filed that may have an impact on school transportation safety. The Legislative 
session is highly dynamic and there will likely be many changes to the language included in 
the bills, as they make their way through the various committees. This information is being 
provided for informational purposes only, so that STSC members are aware of the 
conversations going on in Tallahassee related to the focus of this committee.  

SB 588: Enforcement of School Zone Speed Limits 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/588  

SB 766: Photographic Enforcement of School Bus Safety 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/766  

Staff will provide a brief overview of each bill and answer questions from committee members. 

ATTACHMENT(S):  None 

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/588
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/766
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8. A- E Other Business 

 

 
 

A. Hazardous Walking Conditions Update 

The Hazardous Walking Conditions evaluation will begin in March-April 2023. Each 
hazardous walk route will be discussed and determine if it is a hazard, and this report 
will be updated by July 2023.   

 

B. Pinellas SPOTlight Emphasis Areas Update 

Forward Pinellas staff will provide a brief update on the status of activities related to the 
three SPOTlight emphasis areas.   

 

C. STEPS Program – Minutes 

The School Transportation and Enhanced Pedestrian Safety (STEPS) Committee is 
facilitated by the Pinellas County School Board and was created as a forum to discuss 
and address traffic safety issues around Pinellas County Schools. The STEPS 
committee consists of technical planning/engineering staff from the local governments 
and agencies throughout the County. Attached are meeting summaries and agendas 
from their meetings since the last STSC.  

 

ATTACHMENT(S):   

• November 2022 STEPS Minutes 
 

D. Safe Routes to School 

Florida’s Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program works to improve the safety of 
children walking or bicycling to and from school through infrastructure improvements, 
enforcement activity, and safety education. The link below provides recent information 
regarding SRTS initiatives and activities: https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/  

 

E. Request for Future Agenda Topics 

The STSC members may discuss any suggestions for future agenda topics.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.saferoutespartnership.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMkelly%40co.pinellas.fl.us%7Cb420da742b1441076f6008d9f6f08c41%7Cc32ee18fa4c746ffaf408ed605642745%7C0%7C0%7C637812335262874462%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pRCEdosToOI95E0hKr%2FQiFRyKXnIh2ufm1PDPbzKO%2Fc%3D&reserved=0


 

STEPS Meeting Agenda for November 2022 
School Transportation & Enhanced Pedestrian Safety Committee 

Wednesday, November 16, 2022 10:30 a.m. – 11: 30 a.m. 

WPSC or on Microsoft Teams 

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS-ATTENDANCE 

 

 

II. APPROVAL OF September 21, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

 

 

III. NEW GENERAL BUSINESS  

Dunedin Elementary School  

New crossing guard post below: 

Union and Douglas  1 SCG 

Times: 7:45-8:45 and 2:45-3:45 

 

Times adjusted at: 

Dunedin Middle 

Union and Douglas  1SCG 

Times: 8:45-9:45 and 4:00-5:00 

 

Sky Crest Elementary- Norm Runkles to discuss complaints by citizens 

 

Oldsmar Elementary School-Discuss students traveling on state street 

 

IV. COMMITTEE BUSINESS/UPDATES  

Crash Data 

 

V. OLD GENERAL BUSINESS 

         

 

VI. NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNED 

 

 

 

*** December 21, 2022 at WPSC located at 11111 Belcher Road South, Largo  

or “Microsoft TEAMS” at 10:30a.m.*** 

All STEPS meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
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