BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (BPAC) MEETING AGENDA
June 19, 2017 – 8:30 a.m.
310 Court Street, 1st Floor Conf. Room
Clearwater, FL 33756

THE PLANNING COUNCIL AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR PINELLAS COUNTY

1.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS (8:30 – 8:35)

2.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 15, 2017 (8:35 – 8:40)

3.

FORWARD PINELLAS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - June 14, 2017 (8:40 – 8:45)

4.

FLORIDA GREENWAYS & TRAILS COUNCIL and FOUNDATION OVERVIEW (8:45 – 9:05)

5.

PINELLAS TRAIL LOOP & DUKE ENERGY TRAIL NORTH GAP UPDATE (9:05 – 9:25)

6.

BICYCLE SCAVENGER HUNT (9:25 – 9:40)

7.

BPAC BYLAW REVIEW (9:40 – 9:50)

8.

SPOTlight EMPHASIS AREAS UPDATE (9:50 – 9:55)
 A Vision for U.S. Highway 19 Corridor
 Gateway Area Master Plan
 Enhancing Beach Community Access

9.

BPAC BUSINESS (9:55 – 10:05)
A. Bike Your City 2017 Recap
B. Tri-County BPAC Meeting May 25 Recap
C. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)
D. Pinellas Trails, Inc.

10.

AGENCY REPORTS (10:05 – 10:10)

11.

OTHER BUSINESS (10:10 – 10:30)
A. Membership
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics
D. Other

12.

ADJOURNMENT (10:30)

* JULY 2017 BPAC CANCELLED *
NEXT BPAC MEETING – AUGUST 21, 2017

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who
require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge)
should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062
(V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the meeting.
Appeals: Certain public meetings result in actions taken by the public board, commission or agency that may be appealed; in such case
persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at a public meeting/hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings,
and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – June 19, 2017
2. Approval of Minutes

SUMMARY
The meeting summary for the May 15, 2017 meeting is attached for review and approval.

ATTACHMENT(S): BPAC Meeting Summary – May 15, 2017
ACTION: Approval of Meeting Summary

FORWARD PINELLAS
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY
May 15, 2017
The following is a summary of the Forward Pinellas Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) held on May 15, 2017 in the Pinellas
County Planning Department Conference Room, First Floor, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, Florida.
BPAC Members Present
Brian Smith, Chairman
Becky Afonso, Vice Chair
Zain Adam
Daniel Alejandro
Julie Bond
Kimberly Cooper
Lucas Cruse
Lyle Fowler
Deputy Eric Gibson
Chip Haynes
Edward Hawkes
Paul Kurtz
Jacob Labutka
Steve Lasky
Charles Martin
Anthony Matonti
Casey Morse
Ron Rasmussen
Michael Siebel
Robert Yunk

At Large Citizen Representative
North County Citizen Representative, Oldsmar
City of Clearwater
Largo Citizen Representative
CUTR
St. Petersburg Citizen Representative
St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator
PC Parks & Conservation Resources (PCR)
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Clearwater Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
PSTA
At Large Citizen Representative
Dunedin Citizen Representative
TBARTA
Pinellas County Public Works Traffic
Pinellas Park Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative

BPAC Members Absent
Lynn Bosco
Valerie Brookens
Win Dermody
Tom Ferraro
Byron Hall
Tom McGinty
Annette Sala
Bert Valery
Jim Wedlake
Georgia Wildrick

At Large Citizen Representative
City of Largo
Clearwater Citizen Representative
North County Citizen Representative
Pinellas Park Citizen Representative
Pinellas County School System Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
North Beaches Citizen Representative
Seminole Citizen Representative
Largo Citizen Representative

Others Present
Jason Rivera
Jacqueline Trainer
Felicia Donnelly
Nick Myers
Deputy Chief Donald Hall
Cheryl Stacks
Christopher Speese
Kathy Gademer
Rodney Chatman
Alicia Parinello
Whit Blanton
Chelsea Favero
Susan Miller
Maria Kelly

Pinellas County Office of Management and Budget
Pinellas County Office of Management and Budget
Oldsmar Director of Leisure Services
AECOM
Clearwater Police Department
City of St. Petersburg Transportation and Parking
FDOT District 7 Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator
Pinellas Park Planning Department
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
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1. CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS
Chairman Brian Smith, At Large Citizen Representative, called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. and the attendees introduced
themselves.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The summary from April 17, 2017 BPAC meeting was approved as provided in the agenda packet with one correction to Item #4
(2017 Draft Multimodal Priority List Update) of the April 17, 2017 minutes. The summary will reflect that Mr. Lucas Cruse, St.
Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator, suggested trail facilities be included and prioritized for both the Howard Frankland and
Gandy Boulevard bridges.
3. FORWARD PINELLAS ACTIONS
Mr. Rodney Chatman, Forward Pinellas (FP) Division Manager, reviewed the actions from the Board’s May 10, 2017 meeting, which
was distributed at the meeting. Mr. Bill Jones, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 7 Director of Transportation
Development, presented an update to the Board and discussed the reset for the Tampa Bay Express (TBX) project, emphasizing
input from community working groups. Forward Pinellas Executive Director Whit Blanton provided an update on the legislation
session that had recently concluded, noting a legislative request had been made for a discretionary grant program to support
waterborne transportation and associated capital costs. The Board also reviewed the initial updates and suggestions for the MultiModal Priorities List, which will be adopted at the Board’s June 14 meeting.
4. PENNY FOR PINELLAS SALES TAX 2017 REFERENDUM
Ms. Jacqueline Trainer, Pinellas County Office of Management and Budget, shared a presentation regarding the Penny for Pinellas
Sales Tax Program and highlighted many of the projects made possible with Penny for Pinellas revenues. The Penny is expected
to raise an estimated $2B over the next decade, one-third of which is paid by tourists and seasonal visitors. The funds would be
dedicated to, but not limited to, investments such as transportation and the Pinellas Trail Loop, economic development, water
quality, flood prevention and preserving parklands and the environment. The Penny renewal is scheduled for vote on November
2017. Questions were taken and appropriately answered.
5. JOE’S CREEK GREENWAY TRAIL ALIGNMENT STUDY
Mr. Paul Kurtz with AECOM, shared the results of the Joe’s Creek Greenway Trail Alignment Study to connect the Joe’s Creek
Greenway Park to the Pinellas Trail. The limits of the study were from 54th Ave N to 34th Street (U.S. Hwy 19). After evaluating
landscape, intersection and environmental conditions and challenges, Mr. Kurtz provided the details for the preferred alignment
to connect to the Pinellas Trail at 71st Street, which eventually would link to a planned City of St. Petersburg trail project to
complete the connection. The preferred alignment would utilize county parcels to complete a link across the CSX railroad,
travel eastward to 49th Avenue North then toward 34th Street/U.S. Highway 19. Future St. Petersburg facilities are being
planned to connect this area to the city’s bike/ped network. Questions were taken and appropriately answered. A motion was
made for the BPAC to accept the preferred alignment, it was seconded and approved unanimously.
6. CROSS BAY FERRY PILOT PROJECT
Ms. Cheryl Stacks, City of St. Petersburg Transportation, provided a summary of the Cross Bay Ferry Pilot Program that recently
concluded its 6-month service on April 30, 2017. Positive feedback from passengers and on-line surveys provided significant
information, which combined with comparable pricing as a transit service, faired quite well when compared to other transportation
alternatives. Questions were taken and appropriately answered.
7. ANNUAL ADOPTION OF PRIORITIES
A. Multi-Modal Priority List Update
Ms. Chelsea Favero, Forward Pinellas staff, reviewed the Multi-Modal Priority List with the BPAC. She noted the updates since
the last presentation: two projects were removed from the list, three bike/ped projects had been fully funded; partial funding had
been secured for Gandy Boulevard (from 4th Street to the bridge) and the Courtney Campbell Trail overpass, which was also
designated as a priority project. In addition, planning project funds were increased to $600K, Complete Streets Concept projects
funded with $100K, and the Gateway/Mid-County Area Master Plan would be funded with $500K. Regarding a recommendation
from the BPAC at its last meeting for FDOT to conduct a feasibility study for bicycle and pedestrian accommodations on both
the Gandy Boulevard and Howard Frankland bridges. Ms. Favero said that FDOT has requested that any evaluation on facilities
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on the Howard Frankland be delayed until they conclude the interstate corridor trail opportunities study. Questions were taken
and appropriately answered. A motion was made for the BPAC to accept the priorities list, it was seconded and approved
unanimously.
B. Transportation Alternatives (TA) Program Priority List Update
Ms. Favero continued with the Transportation Alternatives (TA) Program Priority List Update, noting that the only changes were
to #9 - Bicycle Facilities Phase II and #10 - Pedestrian Crosswalks as those projects are substantially complete per Ms. Stacks.
A motion was made for the BPAC to accept the TA priority list as amended, it was seconded and approved unanimously.
C. Transportation Management Area (TMA) 2016 Top Priorities
Ms. Favero reviewed the Tampa Bay Transportation Management Area (TMA) Leadership Group specifics with the BPAC. The
TMA, comprised of elected officials from Hillsborough, Pinellas and Pasco County MPO’s who meet every couple of months,
are recommending approval of the regional priority list. TMA, which exists as a recommending advisory group, asked that a list
of priorities be developed to submit to each MPO board for adoption. The top five trail priorities as well as the top five priorities
were provided in the agenda packet. Ms. Favero added that there were no changes to the trail priorities list at this time, but there
had been some discussions on the top five priorities. She said although this was not a final list, it was brought to the BPAC as
information for review and comment. A motion was made for the BPAC to accept the regional priority list; it was seconded and
approved unanimously.
WALK-ON-ITEM: WEST BAY DRIVE CONCEPT PLAN
Ms. Favero addressed the committee on the West Bay Drive Concept Plan, from the Belleair Causeway Bridge to ClearwaterLargo Road. Since this item was last brought to the BPAC, additional stakeholder groups have provided input, along with public
comment. The purpose of the efforts are to link the Pinellas Trail to the trail facilities on the Belleair Causeway Bridge with a
scheduled road resurfacing project. Ms. Favero reviewed the two options, which included reducing travel lanes widths to 10-ft,
providing bicycle and pedestrian accommodations along with the installation of RRFB’s where necessary for ped/bike crossings.
She noted that a concept previously proposed by the BPAC to remove a landscaped buffer was not considered acceptable to
business owners and residents along the corridor. Questions were taken and appropriately answered. A motion was made to
forward both concepts to the Board; it was seconded and approved unanimously.
8. BIKE YOUR CITY 2017
Ms. Susan Miller, Forward Pinellas staff, announced that May was recognized as National Bike Month, and Forward Pinellas was
partnering with the City of Clearwater on a National Bike to Work Day event on Friday, May 19, 2017. This inaugural “Bike Your
City” event will begin at 8:00 a.m. at Station Square Park (628 Cleveland Street) with a tour of downtown Clearwater. Giveaways
including event t-shirts, bicycle lights and other items will be will be available while supplies last. Light refreshments will also be
served. Ms. Miller noted that the flyer in the agenda packet included an online link to RSVP for the bike tour, and said volunteers
would be welcome.
9. SPOTlight Emphasis Areas Update
Mr. Chatman updated the committee on the SPOTlight Emphasis Areas. There were no other comments.
10. BPAC BUSINESS
A . Oldsmar Trail Overpass SR 584/St. Petersburg Drive
Ms. Felicia Donnelly, Oldsmar Director of Leisure Services, explained the request from the City of Oldsmar to include the
Oldsmar Trail Overpass on the Regional Multi-Use Trail (MUT) Priority List. Tampa Road in this area is an 8-lane arterial that
typically carries an average of 60,000 vehicles each day. Vice Chair Afonso added that the Oldsmar Trails provide an important
future connection to Hillsborough County, and links to various parks, recreation areas, and commuter destinations. After much
discussion, a motion was made to recommend the Oldsmar Trail Network overpass at Tampa Road/S.R. 584 and St. Petersburg
Drive as a regional priority on the TBARTA MUT map. The motion was seconded and passed.
B . Tri-County BPAC Meeting
Ms. Miller reminded the group that the Tri-County BPAC meeting will be held on Thursday, May 25th at the Dr. William E. Hale
Senior Activity Center, 330 Douglas Avenue in Dunedin. A bike ride prior on the Pinellas Trail is planned for those interested.
C . Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)
Vice Chair Afonso, who is also the FBA Executive Director, provided an update. She said several bicycle rides were scheduled
for National Bike Month throughout Pinellas County. She suggested to check with the local city for cycling events. The Ride
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of Silence will be held on Wednesday, May 17, and she noted additional information could be found on their website,
floridabicycle.org. No legislation that FBA supported had advanced during the past legislative session, she said, including
designating texting-while-driving as a primary offense, or other safety bills. FBA will focus on reviving these issues in the next
legislative session.
D . Pinellas Trails Inc.
No update was provided regarding Pinellas Trails, Inc.
11. AGENCY REPORTS
 Tri-County Trail / Coast-to-Coast Trail segment / Starkey Wilderness Trail and Brooker Creek Trail
Ms. Casey Morse, Pinellas County Public Works Transportation, reported the Pinellas section of the Coast-to-Coast Trail
should be completed by mid-June, and a ribbon-cutting ceremony is being planned. She announced the Duke Energy Trail
segment from Sunset Point to the Enterprise overpass was now open for trail users. There was an issue regarding trash
behind an apartment complex, and PW is coordinating with management to remedy the situation, and volunteers will be
needed to help with the clean-up. Additional information will be provided when it becomes available.
 Courtney Campbell Causeway Overpass
Mr. Christopher Speese, FDOT District 7 Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator, reported that the design of the Courtney Campbell
Causeway overpass project had begun, with the primary goal to provide a safe and seamless trail connection from the
Bayshore Trail to the Courtney Campbell Trail. He added there may be an opportunity to provide trailhead facilities at the
old FDOT construction office property. The design should be completed by the fall of 2018.
 Honeymoon Island
Mr. Ed Hawkes, At Large Citizen Representative, shared that the Honeymoon Island Bike/Ped Path project was progressing.
The design phase has been completed, and he expects the project bidding to open shortly.
 St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program
Mr. Cruse provided an update on the Bicycle Pedestrian Program in St. Petersburg, and noted several bicycle rides were
planned for National Bike to Work Day to converge downtown. Bike Share continues to be successful and growing.
 Tampa Bay Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA) Updates
Mr. Anthony Matonti, TBARTA, provided an update on current activity and shared information regarding his recent visit to Ft.
Myers in that there has been significant improvements over the last two years for bike and pedestrian safety.
 Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)
Ms. Miller noted that the next meeting of the Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF) is scheduled for July 11, 2017.
12. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Membership
There are currently three vacancies on the BPAC membership: two slots for St. Petersburg Area Citizen Representatives and
one for a South Beach Communities Citizen Representative.
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest
There were no comments regarding the correspondence, publications and articles of interest.
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics
There were no suggestions for additional agenda items from the Committee.
D. Other
Ms. Donnelly expressed concern that this year’s State environmental grant program budget did not include funding for any
environmental programs. Municipalities will not have access to funds for land and water conservation or Florida Forever. She
added that those funds help support many trail/bicycle/pedestrian projects throughout Pinellas County.
Mr. Daniel Alejandro, Largo Citizen Representative, again explained the traffic signal at Rosery Road and Missouri Avenue was
unsafe for peds and cyclists as the protected crossing phase was very short. Mr. Speese assured him he would look into it.
13. ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 10:58 a.m. after reminding the committee of the Bike Your City event on May 19th, and
the Tri-County BPAC meeting on May 25th. The next BPAC meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 19, 2017.

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – June 19, 2017
3. Forward Pinellas Executive Summary – June 14, 2017

SUMMARY
The June 14, 2017 Executive Summary will be provided for your information. A staff member will review actions
taken by the Forward Pinellas Board at that meeting.

ATTACHMENT(S): Executive Summary for June 14, 2017 will be distributed at the meeting
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
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4. Florida Greenways & Trails Council and Foundation
Overview

SUMMARY
The Florida Greenways and Trails Council (FGTC) was created by the Florida Legislature under the Office of
Greenways and Trails. It is responsible to provide advice and facilitate a statewide system of interconnected trails
and greenways, recommend priorities in the Florida Greenways & Trails System (FGTS), review & recommend
acquisitions for the Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection, encourage public-private partnerships,
promote greenways and trails support organizations and, of course, the FGTS. (See FSS. 260.0142 for statute)
The FGTC has 20 members, five (5) of which are appointed by the Governor, three (3) are appointed by the President
of the Senate, and three (3) are appointed by the Speaker of the House. The remaining members represent various
agencies including Environmental Protection, Historical Resources, Fish and Wildlife Conservation, Transportation,
Agriculture/Consumer Services, water management districts, a federal land management representative, regional
planning council representative, and a local government representative.
Florida Greenways and Trails Foundation
The Florida Greenways and Trails Foundation (FGTF) is a citizen-based non-profit organization focused on raising
awareness, funds and resources for a statewide system of greenways and trails. The FGTF allows for direct gifts,
grants, or endowments to be donated to support trail enhancement projects, public education, events and tours,
provide additional resources and research.
A statewide system of connected trails, greenways, and blueways has proved a significant source of opportunities
not only for visitors seeking outdoor activities, but small business opportunities for trail-related services, tourist-related
events, economic stability, personal health and quality of life. Non-motorized trails connect residents to parks, natural
areas, and waterways, safely separated from traffic conflicts. They offer an alternative option to driving cars and
promotes healthier lifestyles for everyone.
“Behind this effort, and committed to the vision underlying the system’s completion, is the Florida
Greenways and Trails Foundation (Foundation). The Foundation has provided vision, inspiration and
facilitation leading to Florida's system of greenways and trails.” (fgtf.org/overview/)
Chairman Brian Smith has agreed to clarify the different roles and responsibilities of the two organizations. He
currently holds the position of chair for the FGTC, and vice president of the FGTF.

ATTACHMENT(S): FGTC webpage
FGTF webpage
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
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5. Pinellas Trail Loop & Duke Energy Trail North Gap Update

SUMMARY
The Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail is a linear facility extending from Tropicana Field in downtown St. Petersburg to
Tarpon Springs. Built on an abandoned 35-mile railroad corridor, the Trail connects eight municipalities and several
unincorporated communities with a paved surface, safely separated from vehicular traffic. Pinellas Trail Extensions
along Keystone Road, into St. Petersburg to the waterfront and south to the Skyway Trail have been
constructed. Trail spurs connect to the North Anclote River Nature Park, Honeymoon Island State Park, and future
plans will connect to many of our areas beaches and other destinations. Pedestrian overpasses for the Trail benefit
trail users by separating them from busy arterials and intersections. Several local and community trails have been
constructed to provide pathways to popular destinations, parkland, and local events, with more planned in the future.
In late 1999, Pinellas County seized upon a vision to develop a trail loop around the county, and began negotiations
to utilize about 20-miles of the Duke Energy utility corridor in order to expand the multi-use trail system. Many
agencies and organizations collaborated together to maximize public and private interests and resources. Through
vision and persistence, approximately 6-miles of Duke Energy Trail segments have been completed, with another 7miles (North Gap) currently under design. When finished, the segments of the Duke Energy Trail will complete a 75mile loop around Pinellas County.
An overview of the Pinellas Trail Loop Program, updates on the Duke Energy Trail segments, and exciting news
regarding the Pinellas section of the Coast to Coast Trail will be provided to the BPAC.

ATTACHMENT(S): Pinellas Trail Loop Projects 2017
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
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6. Bicycle Scavenger Hunt

SUMMARY
As a community service, several citizens volunteered to organize a fun cycling activity to celebrate National Bike
Month in Safety Harbor. Sponsors were contacted to support the event, including restaurants, coffee houses, craft
breweries and bike services, and the Bicycle Scavenger Hunt was on its way. Community partners donated various
items for those who participated in the scavenger hunt on Sunday, May 28, 2017. The event flyer is attached for your
information.

ATTACHMENT(S): Bicycle Scavenger Hunt flyer
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
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7. BPAC Bylaw Review

SUMMARY
At a previous meeting, it was suggested that a representative from Pinellas Trails, Inc. be given the opportunity for
BPAC membership. After a brief discussion, it was agreed to review the number of citizen members on the
Committee, the technical representatives, voting and non-voting members, which requires a review and update of the
bylaws.
As the BPAC bylaws were last amended on June 10, 2015, Forward Pinellas staff recommends that a sub-committee
of volunteers be nominated to review the current bylaws to more closely reflect the local agencies responsible for
bicycle pedestrian infrastructure, as well as safety-focused organizations in the region. The bylaw subcommittee is
expected to meet on an agreeable day and time in July, report to the full BPAC at its August meeting with
recommendations to be approved by the Forward Pinellas Board at its September 13th meeting.
The bylaws are attached for your information.

ATTACHMENT(S): Current BPAC Bylaws
Membership GEO List June 19, 2017
ACTION: BPAC Members to Volunteer for Bylaw Sub-Committee

BYLAWS OF THE
PINELLAS COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Adopted:
March 12, 2014
Amended:
April 9, 2014
Amended:
June 10, 2015

BYLAWS OF THE
PINELLAS COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
SECTION 1:

NAME

The name of this committee shall be the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization Bicycle and
Pedestrian Advisory Committee, effective March 12, 2014.
SECTION 2:

PURPOSE

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) shall serve the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) on an advisory basis. In order to assist the BPAC to perform its functions and
responsibilities, the MPO shall provide appropriate staff support. All official actions of the BPAC must be
confirmed by the MPO.
The functions and responsibilities of the BPAC shall include, but not be limited to, the following major areas:
Bikeways and Pedestrian Planning


Assist the MPO in the development and updating of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan for
Pinellas County.

 Propose policies for the development of bikeway and pedestrian systems.
Plan Review
 Annually review the bicycle and pedestrian plan and proposed amendments.
 Review the countywide Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for appropriate consideration of
bikeway and pedestrian facilities.
Plan Implementation
 Recommend bikeway and pedestrian priorities to the MPO in support of the plan for inclusion in
State, County, or local capital improvements programs and projects.
 Through the MPO, urge County and local jurisdictions to implement design and construction
standards for bicycle and pedestrian facilities.
Education


Identify bicycle and pedestrian concerns and present them to the MPO.
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 Assist in the promotion of bicycling and walking, enforcement of bicycle and pedestrian rules and
regulations, and safety programs.
 Assist in the dissemination of general bicycle and pedestrian information to organizations and
citizens throughout the County.
Coordination
 Assist communities in the County with the development of bikeway and pedestrian facilities.
 Provide a forum for the discussion of bikeway and pedestrian concerns and interests.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety
 Evaluate existing roadway conditions and designs with the idea of recommending safer bicyclist and
pedestrian provisions.
 Promote a safer roadway environment for bicycles and pedestrians.
SECTION 3:
A.

MEMBERSHIP, COMPOSITION, APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS, AND TERMS

The BPAC shall be composed of as many as twenty-three (23) appointed persons, ten (10) technical
members and potentially twelve (12) law enforcement members confirmed by the MPO at regular
session.
The voting membership will be as follows:
1. As many as twenty-three (23) members confirmed by the MPO for their areas:
St. Petersburg/Gulfport/South Pasadena/Tierra Verde
Clearwater Area
Dunedin Area
Pinellas Park and Mid County
Largo Area
North County Area (Tarpon Springs/Palm Harbor/Ozona/Oldsmar/Safety Harbor)
At Large
Seminole Area
Beach Communities
2.

3
3
1
2
2
2
7
1
2

As many as eleven (11) technical members recommended by the MPO Board to include a
representatives from the Pinellas County Public Works Department; the Pinellas Suncoast Transit
Authority (PSTA); the cities of Clearwater, St. Petersburg, and Largo; the Pinellas County School
System; the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA); Department of Health
(DOH) – Pinellas County; Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR); and Sunstar
Paramedics. "Technical Member" is defined as a person who possesses either academic, practical,
or both types of special knowledge related to the profession of traffic engineering, public works,
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parks operations, or other recognized technical disciplines applicable to the work of the BPAC.
3.

One (1) Pinellas County Sheriff's Department representative and one (1) representative from each of
the various municipal police departments totaling as many as twelve (12) are invited to serve as
voting members of the BPAC.

The non-voting technical support membership will be as follows:
The FDOT and Pinellas County Parks & Conservation Resources representatives will be considered as
non-voting technical support.
B.

Each voting member shall have an equal vote.

C.

If a representative moves out of the area they represent, that representative may serve until the end of
the current year, at which time their replacement will be appointed. If the former representative wishes
to continue serving on the BPAC, they may serve as an "At Large" representative after appointment by
the MPO if one or more of the "At Large" memberships is vacant.

D.

Terms of appointment shall be until member resignation or until membership is withdrawn by the MPO. A
member having three or more consecutive absences or five or more absences during a twelve-month
period shall require reconfirmation by the MPO or membership shall be terminated. BPAC member
attendance will be reviewed on a continuing basis.

SECTION 4:

OFFICERS AND DUTIES

The BPAC shall have two officers, the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, who shall be voting members.
A.

Officer elections shall take place at the last regularly-scheduled meeting of each calendar year. Any
member may nominate a voting member to be an officer. Such nominations shall not be made without
agreement of the nominee(s) to serve, if elected.

B.

All elections shall be by the majority vote of BPAC members present, except write-in votes may be
accepted by MPO staff prior to the meeting at which the election will be held. The Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson shall hold office until their successors are elected.

C.

The Chairperson shall:
1. Preside at and conduct all meetings.
2. Approve BPAC correspondence and information releases.
3. Approve the agenda, with any modifications, prior to any scheduled meeting.
4. Serve as a liaison between the BPAC and the MPO whenever the need arises.
5. Cancel or postpone a regular or special meeting if circumstances warrant it and, if necessary, set a
new date, time, and place for the meeting.
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D.

The Chairperson may create subcommittees and task teams and appoint their chairpersons and
members.

E.

The Vice Chairperson shall, during the absence or inability of the Chairperson to serve, have and
exercise all the duties and powers of the Chairperson. The Vice Chairperson shall also perform such
other duties as may be assigned by the Chairperson.

F.

If both the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are absent from a meeting, a temporary Chairperson shall
be provided by majority vote of the members present.

G.

Any vacancy in office created by resignation or replacement of an officer shall be filled by a majority vote
of members present at the next regular meeting. The officer so elected shall fill the remainder of the
unexpired term of the vacant office.

SECTION 5:

MEETINGS

A.

The business year for the BPAC will run from January through December of each calendar year. The
BPAC shall conduct regular monthly meetings at a date, time, and place acceptable to a majority of the
membership. Due to certain holidays, summer vacation schedules, and possible schedule conflicts,
several meetings during the calendar year will be cancelled. A seven (7) day notice shall be given for
any such changes to the regular meeting schedule.

B.

The Chairperson may call emergency or special meetings when deemed necessary. Emergency or
special meetings may be called with a minimum of one (1) day notice, indicating the reason for the
meeting. The notice for emergency or special meetings may be conducted by means of electronic
communication.

C.

MPO staff shall prepare agendas prior to all meetings. Hard copies of the agendas, including the
minutes of the previous meeting, should be sent to the members approximately five (5) days prior to any
regular meeting. The members will also receive, via e-mail, a link that will allow them to view the agenda,
reports, studies, or other Committee notices on the MPO website. Members may place items on the
agenda with approval of the Chairperson.

D.

An item requiring action may be brought before the BPAC by any member with the Chairperson's
approval, even though it is not on the agenda. The Chairperson shall decide if action is to be taken at
that meeting or at a subsequent meeting.

E.

A quorum shall consist of one-third of the appointed voting membership and shall be required for
conduct of all official business. A majority of those present shall be necessary to decide an issue before
the Committee.

F.

All meetings will be open to the public. Public participation shall be allowed at the discretion of the
Chairperson.
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SECTION 6:
A.

MPO CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY

Conflicts of Interest
1. Voting Conflicts
If a member of the BPAC declares a voting conflict pursuant to Section 112.3143, Florida Statutes
on a matter before the MPO or its advisory committees, that member may no longer participate in
that matter before the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization and local government
board that has a member of the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization on it, or any
other committee of the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning organization. For the purposes of this
subsection, the term “participate” means any attempt to influence the decision by oral or written
communication, whether made by the member of the MPO or its advisory committee or at the
member’s direction.
In the event a member has a conflict of interest, they are required to complete Form 8B –
Memorandum of Voting Conflict for County, Municipal, and Other Local Public Officers and turn it
into MPO staff for insertion in the minutes of the meeting where said conflict existed, in compliance
with Section 112.3143, Florida Statutes.
2. Lobbying Policy
Lobbying of evaluation committee members, MPO staff, or elected officials regarding Requests for
Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, bids, or contracts during the pendency of bid protest by the
bidder/proposer/ protestor, or any member of the bidder’s/proposer’s/protestor’s staff, an agent of
the bidder/proposer/protestor, or any person employed by the legal entity affiliated with or
representing an organization that is responding to the Requests for Proposal, Requests for
Qualification, bid or contract, or has a pending bid protest is strictly prohibited either upon
advertisement or on a date established by the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) and shall be prohibited until either an award is final or the protest is finally resolved by the
MPO Board or Executive Director, provided, however, nothing herein shall prohibit a prospective
bidder/proposer from contacting the MPO staff to address situations such as clarification and/or
questions related to the procurement process. For purposes of this provision, lobbying activities shall
include but not be limited to influencing or attempting to influence action or non-action in connection
with any Requests for Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, bid or contract through direct or
indirect oral or written communication or an attempt to obtain goodwill of persons and/or entities
specified in this provision. Such action may cause any Requests for Proposals, Requests for
Qualifications, bid, or contract to be rejected.

SECTION 7:

AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended by the MPO based on a recommendation and affirmative vote of a majority of
the voting members of the BPAC, provided a copy of the proposed amendment(s) shall have been sent to
every member at least seven (7) days before it is to be voted on. All proposed amendments shall be voted on
at regular meetings; however, MPO staff may accept write-in votes prior to the meeting.
H:\users\cendocs\MPO\BPAC BylawsAdopted 3-12-14 Amended 4-9-14.docx; Amended 6-10-15
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rev 06/14/2017

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP LIST
Voting

St. Petersburg Area (St. Pete/Gulfport/So Pasadena/Tierra Verde)
1. Vacant
(04/17/17)
2. Kimberly Cooper
(10/13/99)
3. Charles Johnson
(06/14/17)
Clearwater Area
4. Chip Haynes
5. Robert Yunk
6. Win Dermody

(04/13/11)
(02/09/05)
(03/12/14)

Dunedin Area
7. Charles Martin

(04/08/09)

Pinellas Park and Mid-County
8. Ronald Rasmussen
9. Byron Virgil Hall, Jr.,

(12/13/06)
(12/13/06)

Largo Area
10. Daniel Alejandro
11. Georgia Wildrick

(10/12/16)
(08/16/06)

North County Area (Tarpon Springs/Palm Harbor/Ozona/Oldsmar/Safety Harbor)
12. Tom Ferraro
(04/09/03)
13. Becky Afonso (Vice Chair)
(10/08/14)
At Large Area
14. Paul Kurtz
15. Mike Siebel
16. Brian Smith (Chairman)
17. Lynn Bosco
18. Steve Lasky
19. Ed Hawkes
20. Annette Sala

(12/11/13)
(03/14/12)
(12/12/12)
(11/14/12)
(11/14/12)
(11/18/98)
(03/12/14)

Seminole Area
21. Jim Wedlake

(05/12/10)

Beach Communities
22. Bert Valery
23. Vacant

(10/1983-10/1998) (reappointed 07/10/02)
(04/17/17)

Technical Support
1. County Traffic Department (Tom Washburn – representative, Gina Harvey and Casey Morse –
alternates)
2. County Parks and Conservation Resources (Lyle Fowler – representative, Spencer Curtis –
alternate)
3. PSTA (Jacob Labutka – representative; Bonnie Epstein – alternate)
4. City of Clearwater (Zain Adam)
5. City of St. Petersburg (Lucas Cruse as representative and Cheryl Stacks as alternate)
6. City of Largo (Valerie Brookens as representative and Christine McLachlan as alternate)
7. Pinellas County School System (Tom McGinty - representative)
8. TBARTA (Anthony Matonti -representative; Michael Case 1st alternate and Ramond Chiarmonte
2nd alternate)
9. Pinellas County Health Department (Megan Carmichael - representative)
10. CUTR (Julie Bond as representative)
11. Sunstar Paramedics (Vacant - representative, Community Outreach Coordinator)
Sheriff's Office /Police/Law Enforcement Representatives
1. Pinellas Park Police Dept.
2. St Petersburg Police Dept.
3. Largo Police Dept.
4. Sheriff’s Office – Deputy Eric Gibson
5. Clearwater Police Dept.
Non-Voting Technical Support
(Chris Speese – FDOT)

*Dates signify appointment
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8. SPOTLight Emphasis Areas Update

SUMMARY
Forward Pinellas staff will provide a brief update on the status of activities related to the three SPOTlight emphasis
areas.



Vision for U.S. Highway 19 Corridor



Gateway Area Master Plan



Enhancing Beach Access

ATTACHMENT(S): None
ACTION: None Required; Informational Item Only
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9A.-D. BPAC Business

A. Bike Your City 2017 Recap
Forward Pinellas celebrated National Bike Month and National Bike to Work Day 2017 with a local event
designed to highlight Clearwater’s redevelopment projects, the Pinellas Trail, and other local points of
interest. Our inaugural “Bike Your City” event was held in downtown Clearwater on Friday, May 19, 2017
at Station Square Park on Cleveland Street. After enjoying some light refreshments, approximately 50
cyclists with bright orange event t-shirts joined the leisurely 4-mile bike ride, flanked by a law enforcement
bike patrol. Sponsors included the City of Clearwater, the Path Bicycle and Ride Shop, Publix Supermarket
and Einstein Bagels, Bike Florida, Bike Walk Tampa Bay, and Pinellas County Parks and Conservation
Resources Department.
B. Tri-County BPAC Meeting May 25 Recap
The Pinellas, Pasco and Hillsborough County Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committees (BPACs) have agreed to meet
three times a year to share bike/ped information affecting the three-county region. Pinellas County hosed the May
25, 2017 at the Dr. William E. Hale Senior Activity Center in Dunedin, with presentations from Florida Bicycle
Association, St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program, the Gulf Coast Trail, and the automatic trail counters installed
along the Pinellas Trail.

ATTACHMENT(S): Tri-County BPAC Meeting Summary – January 11, 2017
Tri-County BPAC Meeting Summary – May 25, 2017 (to be distributed)
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
C. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)
The Florida Bicycle Association (FBA) was created in 1997 as an advocacy organization focused on
protecting and improving the bicycling environment and policies in Florida. The FBA actively supports
legislative efforts in Tallahassee that improve policies for cyclists, and partners with FDOT and many other
agencies with safety education for all roadway users. For more information, see the website,
floridabicycle.org. Vice Chair Becky Afonso, who is also the FBA Executive Director, will provide an update
regarding FBA for the BPAC.
D. Pinellas Trails, Inc.
A representative from Pinellas Trails, Inc. may take this opportunity to provide updated information for the
BPAC.

TRI-COUNTY
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Hillsborough County
Keystone Recreation Center, 17928 Gunn Hwy, Odessa, FL 33556

I.

MINUTES
JANUARY 11, 2017

CALL TO ORDER
Jim Shirk, Hillsborough County BPAC Member at Large, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM at the
Keystone Recreation Center.
Members Present:
Brian K. Smith, Christopher Speese, Lynn Bosco, Michael Siebel, Becky Afonso, Corey Denninger, Jason Chilson, Gunther
Flaig, Jonathon Forbes, Tammy Odierna, James Edwards, Lucas Cruse, Kyle Simpson, Stephen Lasky, James Shirk,
Lynda Crescontini, Lucy Gonzales, Allie Nguyen, Kristy Udagawa, Byron Hall, Calvin Thornton
Others Present:
Christine Acosta, Anthony Matonti, Rodney Chatman, Justyna Buszewski, Wade Reynolds, Susan J. Miller, Eric Trull

II. PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment was made.
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: James Shirk for Chair (Forbes-Chilson). The motion was approved unanimously.
IV. ACTION ITEMS: Tri County BPAC Meeting Dates for 2017:
 Pinellas- May 17, 2017
 Pasco- September 20, 2017
Motion: Approval of 2017 Meeting Dates. The motion was approved unanimously.
V. Presentation: Walk Bike Tampa (Christine Acosta, Walk Bike Tampa)
Christine Acosta delivered a presentation on the work of Walk Bike Tampa in 2016. The update included work with the
Florida Department of Health in Hillsborough County (FDOH) and the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP).
Ms. Acosta went on to discuss open streets proposals with the City of Tampa on Bayshore Blvd., Bay to Bay Blvd., and the
Palma Ceia neighborhood. Ms. Acosta also gave an update on the social media activities of the group that have resulted
in hundreds of conversations online and the inclusion of more than 34,000 people as well as over 200 people connected
by text messaging. Ms. Acosta discussed the recent award of $2,500 to Walk Bike Tampa for their ongoing advocacy.
Ms. Acosta also discussed the advocacy for Vision Zero and other projects. Walk Bike Tampa endorsed the Tampa
stormwater fee at City Council on September 1, 2016. This fee will enable the earlier installation of some projects including
segments of the Green Spine Cycle Track as stormwater facilities are replaced beneath roads and facilities are installed as
the road surface is replaced. Walk Bike Tampa received a corporate sponsorship from Coppertail Brewery to support
ongoing Bike Valet activities and will be active during the Gasparilla parades and other activities supporting pop-up bike
lanes during the parades, bike valet, and maintaining the safety and comfort of the Bayshore bike and pedestrian facilities
during the parades. Additionally, Ms. Acosta discussed the proposed two-way cycle track on Jackson Street in downtown
Tampa, a FDOT facility. This would be the first facility of its kind for a FDOT road.
VI. Presentation: Health in All Policies (Allison Nguyen, FDOH)
Allison Nguyen, FDOH, presented “City of Tampa Health in All Policies, Terrace Park/University Square Project”. Ms.
Nguyen outlined the source of the grant from the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO), and explained that the
purpose of the study was to look at policies in the Tampa Comprehensive Plan to improve food access as well as removing
barriers to access. This would be accomplished through building community capacity to implement any proposals and
potentially through the creation of one or more community gardens or working with existing food retailers to expand healthy
choices.
Ms. Nguyen described the neighborhood and what a Health in All Policies approach would entail, showing the connection
between planning and public health. She went on to describe elements of Tampa’s Comprehensive Plan supporting active
transportation and described food desert areas within the county. Describing the food choices in the area, there are many
SNAP vendors, but few supermarkets that provide a full range of healthy food. In describing the approach, Ms. Nguyen
showed maps indicating low income areas, food deserts, and described another collaborative project with the Hillsborough
MPO, the Healthiest Cities Grant. This will support a vision of community gardens connected by sidewalks and trails, and
draft guidelines for supporting successful community gardens as well as eliminating barriers in access among all
transportation modes.

VII.

Presentation: National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project (Lucas Cruse, City of St. Petersburg)
Lucas Cruse, City of St. Petersburg, presented the City’s efforts to document all users of the transportation system. Mr.
Cruse presented the proposed count dates and the methodology of the project. These dates are selected to conduct counts
nationwide so that data can be compared between municipalities, however because the best cycling months are different
in Florida then the rest of the country, the local spring date is earlier to coincide with Florida Bicycle Month. Two types of
counts are conducted, screenline and intersection counts. Screenline counts identify trends in volume and document
factors that influence walking and biking such as number of lanes and speed. Intersection counts are used for exposure
and safety analysis and are usually conducted at high collision intersections. Mr. Cruse identified the criteria for selecting
intersections and showed examples of the count forms as well as the count locations and totals for 2016.

VIII.

Presentation: Pasco County Trail Projects update (Justyna Buszewski, Pasco MPO)
Ms. Buszewski presented a map of the existing and proposed trails through Pasco County. Specific project updates
included the Anclote Coastal Trail, which is funded for construction in FY 17-18. This trail is alongside existing roadways
for part of its route and employs vertical separators to maintain separation from vehicular traffic. Ms. Buszewski updated
the Committee on the progress of the Pasco County segments of the Coast to Coast trail detailing the alignment studies
conducted, status of plans and funding, and a Duke Power Right-of-Way use agreement under negotiation. Ms. Buszewski
updated the group on the recently completed trail along US 301 Dade City and Zephyrhills and the unveiling of that segment
in October 2016. There were additional updates on The Hardy Trail Extension funded for construction in FY 17-18, the
Withlacoochee Trail Connector undergoing alignment study in late 2016-2017, the Northeast Roadway/Bicycle Safety Study
beginning in February 2015, and the Orange Belt Trail planned for design in FY 17-18.

IX.

Presentation: Pinellas County Trail Projects update (Rodney Chatman, Forward Pinellas)
Mr. Chatman gave progress updates on several trail projects underway in Pinellas County. From south to north, these
were:
 Bayway Trail South Phase I – Design underway, construction in 2018
 Booker Creek Trail Loop – Proposed to connect USFSP/Bayboro and the waterfront area of St. Petersburg
 Treasure Island Causeway Project – Phase I awaiting FDOT approval, Phase II scheduled for design in 2018
 Joe’s Creek Greenway Trail – Alignment study complete summer 2017
 Roosevelt Trail – Under construction
 Pinellas Trail Enhancement – Design underway, construction 2019
 Overpass at SR 60 and Bayshore Drive – Design 2018
 Duke Energy Trail Phase IIB – Design underway
 Duke Energy Trail Phase IIA – Construction underway
 San Christopher Drive Multi-Use Trail – Construction 2019
 Michigan Blvd. – Construction 2018
 Honeymoon Island Trail Spur Extension – Design-build summer 2017
 Duke Energy Trail North Gap – Design-build 2018
 Oldsmar Trail-Phase 6 – Design underway, construction 2019
 Pinellas Trail Segment of Coast-to-Coast Trail – Under construction, complete summer 2017
 Elfer’s Spur Shoreline Stabilization – Construction underway

X. Presentation: Hillsborough County Trail Projects update (Wade Reynolds, Hillsborough MPO)
Mr. Reynolds Provided an update on the status of several trail projects in Hillsborough County. The Dale Mabry Overpass,
which will become a part of the Gulf Coast Trail was outlined and the proposed route running south of I-275 was
discussed. Additionally, this project looks at pedestrian and cycling improvements along Spruce St. that could act as a
parallel route to the trail. Mr. Reynolds went on to describe the connection over the Palm River/Tampa Bypass Canal via
the Maydell Bridge, and how this would fit into upcoming projects such as the Bypass Canal Trail and connect to the Gulf
Coast Trail. This was also identified as another route to connect to Pasco County. Finally, Mr. Reynolds showed potential
connections to Manatee County via the Gulf Coast Trail. The existing alignment is not Manatee’s preferred and
Hillsborough County is evaluating the best way to reach the preferred connection point.
XI.

XII.

Presentation: Gulf Coast Trail Summit (Anthony Matonti, TBARTA)
Anthony Matonti presented a summit to be held on January 23rd, 2017 in Venice FL to coordinate the route and funding
efforts on the Gulf Coast Regional Trail. Mr. Matonti outlined the speakers for the conference and the goals and schedule
relating to statewide SUN Trail funding.
Adjourn
A motion was made to adjourn at 8:00 PM and approved unanimously.
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10. Agency Reports

The BPAC is tasked with reviewing and advising Forward Pinellas on bicycle and pedestrian-related system
development, and related issues and priorities. The Committee also may assist communities with development of
bikeway and pedestrian facilities, recommend safer bicycling and walking provisions, and promote a safer roadway
environment.
Updated information on the following programs or projects of interest to the BPAC will be provided at the meeting.


Tri-County Trail – Pinellas Trail section of the Coast to Coast Florida Trail (see item #5)



Courtney Campbell Trail Overpass (FDOT)



St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program Updates



Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA) Updates



Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF) – Next Scheduled Meeting: July 18, 2017
PINELLAS TRAIL SECURITY TASK FORCE (PTSTF)
Please note the Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF) meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday, July
18, 2017. The PTSTF is a collaborative of law enforcement agencies responsible for patrolling sections of
the Pinellas Trail. The PTSTF meets quarterly to coordinate effective strategies to improve the safety and
security of Trail users.
The agenda and summary of the July 18th PTSTF will be provided in the August BPAC agenda.

ATTACHMENT(S): None
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – June 19, 2017
11. A.-D. Other Business

A. Membership
Please welcome Mr. Charles Johnson of South Pasadena who was approved to fill one of the BPAC citizen
representative seats for St. Petersburg Area at the Forward Pinellas Board meeting on Wednesday, June 14, 2017.
There are currently two vacancies on the BPAC membership list, one for a St. Petersburg Area (St. Petersburg,
Gulfport/South Pasadena) representative and one for the South Beaches communities.

ATTACHMENT: BPAC Membership List – June 2017 (see Item#7)
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest
Alt 19 Dunedin Public Meetings – June 01, 2017
Jem Kern Started the Florida Trail Five Decades Ago – June 08, 2017
Waterborne Transportation News – June 10, 2017
Monthly Pinellas Trail Usage Report May 2017
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics
This item is provided to allow Committee members to suggest topics for future BPAC agendas.
D. Other
If any member has other business to discuss, they may address it under this item.

DUNEDIN OFFICIALS WANT PUBLIC INPUT ON ALT 19
IMPROVEMENTS
by Chuck Henson, Traffic Reporter
June 01, 2017

DUNEDIN -- In advance of several meetings the Department of
Transportation is hosting to improve 29 miles of Alternate US 19
in Pinellas County, the Dunedin City Council has created a wish
list.
 Meetings scheduled to discuss Alt. 19 improvement
ideas
 Dunedin officials want public input
 Meetings set for June 6 - June 8
 Bay News 9 Traffic resources
And they want input from the public as well.
While traffic is certainly on the minds of state officials when it
comes to Alternate 19, there's a lot more on this list. Pedestrian
safety, freight movement and egress and land use are all things
the state is looking for public input on.
"Certainly the removal of large trucks I'm shaking my head at, because the more time that we can prioritize people over cars
I think is what makes our walkability stand out," said Dunedin Commissioner Heather Gracy.
Dunedin Mayor Julie Ward Bujalski said ways to move traffic quicker is a priority.
"If you think about how to move traffic quicker and alleviate some congestion, an overpass might be the way to go for
pedestrian and bikes."
Dunedin resident Larry Bigelow is a big user of the Pinellas Trail. But in order to use it, he and his wife have to park on the
west side of Alternate 19 and then cross that busy road.
"If you could put the parking over there closer," Bigelow said. "We could drive to that parking and then be right on the bike
trail without having a problem like we're looking at right here."
The public can submit ideas on new landscaping or new sections of roadway.
"Don't think that it has to look exactly as it looks now," said Joan Rice, a Dunedin Transportation & Traffic Engineer. "So,
you can really open up your thought process as to what could we really do this whole area to make it function better."
PUBLIC MEETINGS LOCATIONS AND TIMES:
St. Stefanos Greek Orthodox Church - Community Hall

June 6 from 5 to 7 p.m.
3600 76th Street N, St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Clearwater Public Main Library - A/B Room

June 6 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
100 N Osceola Avenue, Clearwater, FL

Largo Central Park Performing Arts Center - Parkview Room

June 8 from 2 to 4 p.m.
105 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL 33771

Hale Senior Activity Center - Auditorium

June 6 from 6 to 8 p.m.
330 Douglas Avenue, Dunedin, FL

Largo Central Park Performing Arts Center - Parkview Room

June 8 from 5 to 7 p.m.
105 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL 33771

St. Petersburg College - FA 132 Auditorium, Fine Arts Building

June 7 from 6-8 p.m.
600 E Klosterman Road, Tarpon Springs, FL

www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/content/news/articles/bn9/2017/6/1/dunedin_officials_wa.html

JIM KERN STARTED THE FLORIDA TRAIL FIVE DECADES AGO; HE'S STILL
WAITING FOR THE LEGISLATURE FINISH IT
by Craig Pittman, Times Staff Writer
June 8, 2017

Look how far you can get just by putting one foot in front of the other.
Jim Kern has hiked trails all over the globe. He just got back from walking around Corsica. He's
clambered across the mountains in Nepal and trekked through the jungles of Borneo. He's 83 and
still pulling on his boots to wander the woods around his St. Augustine home whenever he can.
But the most important hike he ever made took place in 1966. He lived in Miami then, scraping by
as a fledgling real estate broker. Kern had joined his family in North Carolina for a vacation and gone
on a 40-mile hike on the Appalachian Trail. He returned home hankering to hike some more.
There was one very big problem: Florida didn't have any hiking trails of its own.
So he set out to make one.
"The idea," Kern says, "was to dramatize the need for a trail in Florida."
His wife dropped him off at a spot on the Tamiami Trail known as the 40-Mile Bend. This was in
March, so the temperature was in the 50s. He carried equipment that now seems antique: a canvasframe backpack, a sleeping bag, a little Campmor camp stove and an aluminum cup.
By the end of 12 days, Kern had hiked to Highlands Hammock State Park, near Sebring in Central
Florida — a distance of 170 miles.
With that hike, Kern launched the Florida National Scenic Trail, which now stretches more than 1,000
miles from the Big Cypress National Preserve in swampy South Florida to the Gulf Islands National
Seashore in the farthest northwestern reach of the Panhandle.
The Florida Trail is one of only 11 federally designated scenic hiking trails in the United States. It
attracts 355,000 people every year, according to a University of Florida study. It is also the only
warm-weather winter trail in the United States.
"It's kind of the hub of our entire hiking trail system" in Florida's three national forests, said U.S.
Forest Service spokeswoman Denise Rains.
But the trail has gaps, about 2,800 of them, totaling 300 miles.
Right now, that is what's on Jim Kern's mind — closing the gaps in the trail he started so long ago. One last thing to do before he can't hike
around anymore. And the Florida Legislature, he said, isn't helping.
•••
Kern wasn't alone in blazing his trail in 1966.
For the first leg, he took along a Miami-Dade Community College professor named McGregor Smith Jr. They started off hiking along the levees
the Army Corps of Engineers had built to hold back the Everglades, stopping frequently to snap photos, whistle at birds and swat away
mosquitoes.
One night as they camped, they were surrounded by owls Kern had summoned with a mating call.
Smith's feet soon sprouted blisters galore. Kern seemed unfazed. During one stop, Smith wrote, "While I plastered my feet with ointment,
'Leather-Foot Jim' kicked off his shoes, trotted down the oyster shell bank and dove into a murky looking canal."
"Boy, this is great," he shouted. "Yell if you see any gators."
Smith bailed soon afterward, but other companions took up Kern's cause. A troop of Boy Scout Explorers accompanied him for a weekend, and
later he was joined by noted Florida reptile expert and showman Ross Allen.
Florida newspapers carried Smith's account of Kern's 1966 hike, which also mentioned that he had formed a group called the Florida Trail
Association. Within six months, his group had attracted 70 dues-paying members. Now the members number more than 4,000.
"He's a networker and quite tenacious — good qualities for soft-spoken environmental advocates to have," said Sandra Friend, an avid hiker
who wrote The Florida Trail Guide in 2015 and The Florida Trail: The Official Hiking Guide in 2004. "But most importantly, he promoted a dream
that caught fire with other people. He didn't have to carry the torch alone for very long."
Kern set up more hikes through northern Florida, creating new legs for the trail he was proposing. He figured out his path so that it would go in
stages through Ocala, Osceola and Apalachicola National Forests, touching on state parks as well.
At one point he went to federal Forest Service officials to tell them what he had in mind.

"They smirked," Kern recalled. "They thought, 'Who's going to hike in Florida?' "
Hiking was for mountain terrain, not for Florida's flat and swampy landscape.
They didn't object, though — but they did tell Kern he was on his own.
But by then the word about Kern's project had reached an ex-Green Beret and onetime Eagle Scout from Tampa named Fred Mulholland, who
decided to lend a hand.
Mulholland, a GTE project manager and a dedicated backpacker, had been building things with wood since he was 8. He organized a crew of
volunteers that included family members and Boy Scouts.
Over a series of weekends he led them in building an actual 26-mile footpath, complete with wooden bridges, along the route through Ocala
National Forest that Kern had mapped out.
"Now we were up and running," Kern said. "After Fred finished, we publicized it, and people began to show up and ask, 'Where's the trail?' "
The Forest Service officials who had scoffed "had egg on their faces," Kern said, chuckling.
They also made him change the route.
"That was painful," Kern said. The whole thing had to be redone.
Today, although the federal Forest Service manages the trail, "there's a huge group of volunteers who do much of the maintenance — they do
99 percent of it," Rains said. "The Florida Trail is probably one of the biggest volunteer success stories in the state."
But Kern and his volunteers haven't been able to stitch the whole thing together. Not yet.
•••
At 83, Kern isn't leaping into any gator-infested canals these days. He's had hip replacement surgery and other medical woes. When he walks
around through the woods near his home, he limps a bit. He has a lot of accomplishments he can look back on with pride. He started the
American Hiking Association and served as its first president. He started an organization to help inner-city kids visit the wilderness. He
started American Hiker magazine and published a coffee table book with his nature photography.
But he's not spending his remaining years looking behind him. Instead, he's facing forward, putting one foot in front of the other, pushing to
complete his first big project, the Florida Trail: "We're coming to the government at a point where far more of the trail has been completed by
volunteers than by anyone else, and we're saying, 'If you want this trail to be around for posterity, you need to do something — now.' "
Buying the land that's needed won't be cheap. Kern estimates the price at $200 million, or "about the cost of two large interstate interchanges."
And he knows it's a bad time to be seeking federal funding, given the current White House drive to slash spending for all the environmentrelated agencies.
Florida is supposed to be able to help. The state had a politically popular land-buying program called Florida Forever that acquired millions of
acres of environmentally sensitive land for its award-winning state parks and state forests.
But in recent years, legislators have repeatedly stripped money out of the program and spent it on other purposes. So environmental advocates
came up with Amendment 1, a constitutional amendment requiring them to fund Florida Forever. The measure passed in 2014 with the support
of 75 percent of the voters.
Yet legislators have yet to change their ways. In this year's budget, they put down zero for Florida Forever.
"If there was any money in Florida Forever, that would have helped," Kern said.
Legislative leaders, as they have done repeatedly in the past, promised to come up with money for the program next year.
Kern isn't sure how long the trail can wait, though. He doesn't know how long he can wait, either.
Ask if he expects to live long enough to see all 1,300 miles of trail connected, and Kern gave an answer that's the equivalent of a shrug: "I don't
know. I would love to."
He paused, then added "Of course, I can only state a preference."
For more information about the Florida National Scenic Trail, click on: https://www.fs.usda.gov/fnst
For information about the Florida Trail Association, click on: https://www.floridatrail.org/
www.tampabay.com/opinion/essays/jim-kern-started-the-florida-trail-four-decades-ago-hes=still-waiting-for/2326548
TAMPA BAY TIMES ENVIRONMENTAL COVERAGE:
To catch a poacher: Florida wildlife officers set up undercover gator farm sting
Egmont Key makes historic preservation list because it is threatened by climate change
Florida Forever? More like Florida Never after Legislature spends zero dollars on land-buying program

WATERBORNE TRANSPORTATION PROJECT STALLS
AFTER STATE BUDGET CUTS
by Katie Jones, Reporter
June 10, 2017

PINELLAS COUNTY -- When heading to your favorite Bay Area beach, many would agree that the
destination is better than the journey.




Waterborne transportation project on hold
Goal is to improve, expand water transportation
Forward Pinellas lost $1 million in funding after Gov. Scott veto

"Nobody wants to sit in a car waiting to get to get the beach and then having to pay 20-30 dollars to park
once you get there," said Whit Blanton, CEO of Forward Pinellas.
According to Blanton, it isn’t a big secret that the county is
lacking travel and parking options, especially near the coast.
He said a perfect solution is to utilize our waterways; there
has been success with the Cross Bay Ferry pilot program and
the Clearwater Ferry. During peak season, nearly 25,000
people take the Ferry every month, Blanton said, which eases
traffic congestion and helps give local businesses a boost.
"On the weekends I'll sell all my drinks they're gone because
everyone's waiting to get back on there," said Tyler DeHaven,
Manager of The Bait House Tackle and Tavern on Clearwater
Beach. "Now that they can park on the mainland get a nice
Forward Pinellas planned to launch a Waterborne
little boat ride for pretty cheap as well so you're coming and Transportation project that would have improved and possibly
expanded services to smaller destinations like Dunedin or
getting dropped off 2 minute walk from the beach."
Indian Rocks Beach.
(Katie Jones, staff)

Forward Pinellas planned on launching a Waterborne
Transportation project that would have improved and possibly
expanded services to smaller destinations like Dunedin or Indian Rocks Beach. However, Governor Rick
Scott vetoed the $1 million it would take to pay for it. Blanton said it has put a jam in plans but they’re still
moving forward with current services that he said feeds the economy.
"It has to be to get workers to a job destination or to get tourists to a destination to where they would then
spend money hopefully," Blanton said.
Since state funding didn’t come through, Blanton said the group may start searching on the federal level and
may apply for state money again next year.
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Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:
May 1 – May 31, 2017 (31 days)

Total Usage

Monthly Trail Users by Counter Location

31-Day Count Total:
Daily Average Users:

124,495
4,016

East Lake Tarpon
Wall Springs
Dunedin

Highest Daily Totals:

Clearwater

#1 - Sunday, May 7th (Dunedin - 1,424)

#2 - Sunday, May

7th

(Wall Springs - 1,369)

Walsingham
Seminole
Bay Pines
St. Petersburg

#3 - Sunday, May 7th (Bay Pines - 1,011)

Counter Locations

Weekday & Weekend Profile

Trail User Mode Split

East Lake Tarpon:
Wall Springs:
Dunedin:
Clearwater:
Walsingham:
Seminole:
Bay Pines:
St. Petersburg:

7%
19%
4%
23%
18%
13%
37%
19%

93%
81%
96%
77%
82%
87%
63%
81%

Source: Forward Pinellas May 2017

