BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (BPAC) MEETING AGENDA
October 16, 2017 – 8:30 a.m.
310 Court Street, 1st Floor Conf. Room
Clearwater, FL 33756

THE PLANNING COUNCIL AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR PINELLAS COUNTY

1.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS (8:30 – 8:35)

2.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 21, 2017 (8:35 – 8:40)

3.

FORWARD PINELLAS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – October 11, 2017 (8:40 – 8:45)

4.

FDOT DRAFT 5 YEAR TENTATIVE WORK PROGRAM UPDATE (8:45 – 8:55)

5.

S.R. 60 MULTIMODAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN PRESENTATION (8:55 – 9:05)

6.

DRAFT 2016 COUNTYWIDE TRENDS AND CONDITIONS REPORT (9:05 – 9:20)

7.

AMENDMENT TO THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN (PPP) (9:20 – 9:30)

8.

SPOTlight EMPHASIS AREAS UPDATE (9:30 – 9:40)
 A Vision for U.S. Highway 19 Corridor
 Gateway Area Master Plan
 Enhancing Beach Community Access

9.

BPAC BUSINESS (9:40 – 10:00)
A. December BPAC Meeting Schedule
B. Pedestrian Safety Awareness Proclamation 2017, October 29 through November 5
C. Tri-County BPAC September 27, 2017 Review
D. Tour de SNAP October 14, 2017 Highlights
E. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)
F. Pinellas Trails, Inc.

10.

AGENCY REPORTS (10:00 – 10:10)

11.

OTHER BUSINESS (10:10 – 10:30)
A. Membership
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics
D. Other

12.

ADJOURNMENT (10:30)

NEXT BPAC MEETING – NOVEMBER 20, 2017

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who
require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge)
should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062
(V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the meeting.
Appeals: Certain public meetings result in actions taken by the public board, commission or agency that may be appealed; in such case
persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at a public meeting/hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings,
and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
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2. Approval of Minutes

SUMMARY
The meeting summary for the August 21, 2017 meeting is attached for review and approval.

ATTACHMENT(S): BPAC Meeting Summary – August 21, 2017
ACTION: Approval of Meeting Summary

FORWARD PINELLAS
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY
August 21, 2017
The following is a summary of the Forward Pinellas Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) held on August 21, 2017 in the
Pinellas County Planning Department Conference Room, First Floor, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, Florida.
BPAC Members Present
Brian Smith, Chairman
Becky Afonso, Vice Chair
Zain Adam
Julie Bond
Kimberly Cooper
Lucas Cruse
Lyle Fowler
Deputy Eric Gibson
Katrina Gordon for Valerie Brookens
Byron Hall
Chip Haynes
Jacob Labutka
Steve Lasky
Charles Martin
Casey Morse
Ron Rasmussen
Annette Sala
Michael Siebel
Jim Wedlake
Robert Yunk

At Large Citizen Representative
North County Citizen Representative, Oldsmar
City of Clearwater
CUTR
St. Petersburg Citizen Representative
St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator
PC Parks & Conservation Resources (PCR)
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
City of Largo
Pinellas Park Citizen Representative
Clearwater Citizen Representative
PSTA
At Large Citizen Representative
Dunedin Citizen Representative
Pinellas County Public Works Traffic
Pinellas Park Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
Seminole Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative

BPAC Members Absent
Daniel Alejandro
Dr. Lynn Bosco
Win Dermody
Tom Ferraro
Edward Hawkes
Charlie Johnson
Paul Kurtz
Anthony Matonti
Tom McGinty
Jeff Morrow
Bert Valery
Georgia Wildrick

Largo Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
Clearwater Citizen Representative
North County Citizen Representative
At Large Citizen Representative
St. Petersburg
At Large Citizen Representative
TBARTA
Pinellas County School System Representative
City of St. Petersburg Citizen
North Beaches Citizen Representative
Largo Citizen Representative

Others Present
Chris Speese
Dr. Jan Hirschfield
Gina Harvey
Rodney Chatman
Whit Blanton
Sam Gibbons
Susan Miller
Maria Kelly

FDOT District 7 Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator
Pinellas Trails, Inc./Auxiliary Rangers
Pinellas County Public Works Traffic
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff Intern
Forward Pinellas Staff
Forward Pinellas Staff
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1. CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS
Chairman Brian Smith, At Large Citizen Representative, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and the attendees introduced
themselves.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The summary from June 19, 2017 BPAC meeting was approved as provided.
3. FORWARD PINELLAS ACTIONS
Mr. Rodney Chatman, Forward Pinellas (FP) Division Manager, reviewed the actions from the Forward Pinellas Board’s July 12,
2017 meeting. The board did receive a presentation from FDOT on their new Complete Streets guide book, which the committee
will receive today. After considerable discussion on West Bay Drive Complete Streets pilot project study, concept 2 was approved
by the Board with an additional motion to consider larger vehicles and lane width accommodations in the design phase of the
project. The Board was also updated on Forward Pinellas Strategic Plan goals and as this project moves forward, BPAC will be
brought up to date on guiding principles initiative on the coming years, in the next couple of months. The Board was also given a
presentation on the Tampa Bay Next program, which is looking at interstate modernization and regional transportation that includes
all modes. The Board also approved an amendment to the Transportation Improvement Plan, adding funding for the Central Avenue
Bus Rapid Transit project so it can be eligible for federal funding. Also approved was an amendment to the Countywide Plan Map
to create a trailhead facility with parking for the Ream Wilson Trail at McMullen Booth Road. Lastly, the Board discussed creating a
62nd Avenue Complete Streets corridor.
4. FDOTS COMPLETE STREETS GUIDEBOOK
Mr. Christopher Speese, FDOT District 7 Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator, provided the committee with a presentation regarding the
recently released Complete Streets Handbook and the FDOT Design Manual (coming in 2018), which have been developed to
provide guidance to planners and engineers to incorporate a Complete Streets approach into existing procedures and project
development activities. To view FDOT’s Complete Streets Handbook and design manual, go to www.flcompletestreets.com and
select the appropriate link. It was noted that FDOT is taking a context sensitive approach to Complete Streets, recommending
certain design standards based upon the land use and transportation context of the corridor. Questions were taken and appropriately
answered.
5. BICYCLE PEDESTRAIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC) BYLAW AMENDMENTS
Ms. Susan Miller, Forward Pinellas staff, reviewed the recommended changes to the bylaws, submitted by the subcommittee that
met on July 17, 2017. Changes were in reference to the metropolitan planning organization be updated to Forward Pinellas;
reference support and coordination with other counties and committees under Section 2; update membership and composition to
include eleven technical representatives; and define the voting positions for local law enforcement representatives. After review,
questions were taken and appropriately answered. Jim Wedlake motioned for approval, seconded by Ron Rasmussen and passed
unanimously. The amendments will be taken to the September Board meeting for approval.
6. PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AWARENESS 2017 DISCUSSION (O ct. 29 – Nov. 5)
Mr. Chatman reviewed Pedestrian Safety Awareness with the committee. Each year the Forward Pinellas Board adopts a
proclamation that signifies the last week in October as Pedestrian Safety Awareness Week. Historically, the MPO has worked with
the school district to distribute public safety information to all the public schools in Pinellas County. This year, the MPO would like
to take a different approach in safety awareness education. Tiffany Sabiel with Safe Routes to School sat down with MPO staff to
discuss ways to strengthen the partnership with Safe Routes to School as well as strengthen what is already done with Pedestrian
Safety Awareness Week. With today’s technology, school announcements are no longer done by loud speaker, but by TV’s in the
classroom. The idea is to create short, 60-90 second safety videos on the importance of pedestrian safety and play them in the
classrooms during morning announcements to reach school kids in a slightly different way. The videos will be shared with the
committee, made available to any school that wants to show them and it was suggested to make the videos available on the Forward
Pinellas website. Questions were taken and appropriately answered.
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7. SPOTlight Emphasis Areas Update
Mr. Chatman updated the committee on the SPOTlight Emphasis Areas. There were no significant updates since the last meeting
however, there is one event coming up, The Transportation Technology Forum will be held at Ruth Eckerd Hall on September 28th,
2017 at 9:00 am. There will be featured speakers followed by a moderate (moderated?) panel discussion.
8. BPAC BUSINESS
A . Safety Harbor Walkability Audit
Mr. Chatman shared Forward Pinellas is working with Safety Harbor to conduct a Walkability Audit. Walkability is based on the
ability to walk, bike or transit to the many places or services people use daily including markets, neighborhood servicing
businesses, schools, restaurants and parks located within a 20-minute walking distance from their residence. Safety Harbor has
requested Forward Pinellas to conduct a pilot walkability audit of the pedestrian pathways leading to the downtown area. The
purpose of the audit is to identify concerns for pedestrians and bicyclists related to safety, access, comfort and convenience.
The presentation and audit overview is open to the public, on Thursday, October 12th, 2017 at 4:00 pm at the Safety Harbor City
Hall Commission meeting room. The walking assessment is by reservation only on Sunday October 15 th, 2017 from 12:00 pm
to 3:00 pm.
B . Pinellas Section of Coast to Coast Trail Ribbon Cutting – July 20 2017
Ms. Miller and several members of the BPAC attended the ribbon cutting event, opening the Pinellas section of the Coast to
Coast Florida Trail connection on July 20th, 2017. This successful event was attended by several elected officials from Pinellas
and Pasco County. This new section of trail extends through the last remaining rural areas of Pinellas County, and improves
bicycle and pedestrian access to the Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Educational Center. Mr. Chatman shared a special
Thank You to Ms. Gina Harvey, Pinellas County Public Works Traffic, for her continued support and efforts to see this project to
completion.
C . Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)
Vice Chair Becky Afonso, who is also the FBA Executive Director, provided an update. The revision of Florida Bicycling Street
Smarts is at the printers and delivery is expected at the end of the month for these booklets . The Florida Statutes, with
regards to Florida bicycling, to date will be listed in the booklets FBA Summit will be held October 20th – 21st, with the actual
summit at Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital on Friday night followed by a 20th Anniversary reception. The Annual
Membership meeting will be partnered with Bike/Walk Tampa Bay on Saturday at the St. Petersburg Library. There are two
senate legislative bills being filed, bill #72 (from Senator Garcia) and bill #90 (from Senator Perry), makes texting while driving
a primary offense. Senate bill #116 (from Senator Baxley), expanding the current ‘Move Over” law to include vulnerable road
users. Additional information can be found on the FBA website, floridabicycle.org.
D . Pinellas Trails Inc.
Prior to hearing from Dr. Jan Hirschfield of Pinellas Trails Inc, Mr. Lyle Fowler, PC Parks & Conservation Resources (PCR),
shared that the emergency trail markers were replaced with stenciled markers, which are more easily maintained if vandalized or
damaged. Dr. Hirschfield updated the committee on Pinellas Trails Inc., the Northwest Collision Shelter in the Tyrone area is
completed and the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 5th, 2017 at the Largo Library.
9. AGENCY REPORTS
 Elfers Spur
Mr. Chatman reported that the erosion has been repaired, and the trail is stabilized and now open. Ms. Miller pointed
out the importance of this trail and how it connects with a Pasco County trail to close a gap.
 Courtney Campbell Causeway Overpass
Mr. Speese reported that this project is still in the beginning phases of design and not much change since the last report.
 Orange Street Overpass
Ms. Casey Morse, Pinellas County Public Works Traffic, updated the committee on the progress of this project. The bids
came back much higher than expected, therefore the project will be reevaluated and then resent for bidding.
 Court Street and Chestnut
Ms. Miller stated the RRFB’s at these two intersections with the Pinellas Trail are still difficult for motorists to see since there
is a lot of visual clutter in this area.
 St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program
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Mr. Lucas Cruse, St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator, provided an update on the Bicycle Pedestrian Program in
St. Petersburg. Several construction projects under way. 20th Street Downtown was just resurfaced with bike lanes
connecting to the Pinellas Trail. Treasure Island Trail connection is under construction; Pinellas Trail is getting landscaped
with some amenities including shade trees, benches and trash cans. 30th Avenue north in the 49th block section is getting
widened and bike lanes added with a ground breaking scheduled for the morning of September 12th; St. Petersburg is
purchasing four trail counters with two going on the Pinellas Trail, one on the North Bay Trail and one on the Skyway Trail.
The City’s Complete Streets Implementation Plan is currently working its way through the committees with an open house
scheduled for the evening of September 12th to share the ideas of the plan with the public. It will then go before the City
Council on September 28th and to the MPO committees in October. FDOT has included the Tierra Verde bridge construction,
roadway resurfacing and the trail together as one project.
 Tampa Bay Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) Updates
Mr. Anthony Matonti, TBARTA, was not available to provide an update.
 Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)
Ms. Miller noted that the July Security Task Force agenda was in the agenda packet. Deputy Eric Gibson with the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office shared that the Sheriff’s office bike units will be increasing their presence on the trail, riding and working
with the Rangers. The next meeting of the Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF) is scheduled for October 10th.
10. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Membership
There is currently one vacancy on the BPAC membership for a South Beach Communities Citizen Representative.
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest
Information included in agenda packet
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics
There were no suggestions for additional agenda items from the Committee.
D. Other
Florida Greenway Trails and Council will be meeting in Panama City, FL in October. There is a big push to update the state
plan by removing and adding corridors. One corridor getting a lot of attention is the Nature Coast Trail which is north of us
and south of Chiefland.
11. ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 10:16 a.m. The next BPAC meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 18, 2017.

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – October 16, 2017
3. Forward Pinellas Executive Summary – October 11, 2017

SUMMARY
The October 11, 2017 Executive Summary will be provided for your information. A staff member will review actions
taken by the Forward Pinellas Board at that meeting.

ATTACHMENT(S): Executive Summary for October 11, 2017 will be distributed at the meeting
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
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4. FDOT Draft 5 Year Tentative Work Program Update

SUMMARY
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 7 Office has developed the Five-Year Tentative Work
Program for Fiscal Years 2018/19 through 2022/23. The Tentative Work Program outlines the state and federallyfunded transportation projects for the next five years, including new projects introduced in the fifth year (2022/23).
The Tentative Work Program official document will be available for public comment until Monday, October 23, 2017.
There will not be a separate public meeting held by FDOT at each MPO office to take public comment as we have
done for several years. Instead, we have chosen specific committee meetings to give the presentation and take
public comment.
Mr. Christopher Speese, FDOT District 7 Public Involvement & Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator, will present the project
highlights for Pinellas County in the Work Program.

ATTACHMENT(S): None
ACTION: BPAC to recommend MPO approval of the Draft Five Year Tentative Work Program FY 19 – FY 23

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – October 16, 2017
5. SR 60 Multimodal Implementation Plan Presentation

SUMMARY
The SR 60 Multimodal Implementation Plan project is nearing completion. The plan is the culmination of a year-long
effort to identify multimodal projects to improve mobility and safety in the SR60 corridor. The corridor includes Drew
Street to the north and Druid Road to the south. It extends from Clearwater Beach to Tampa International Airport.
The development of the plan was coordinated with an operational study undertaken by FDOT of SR 60. The
Implementation Plan will incorporate improvements strategies where appropriate from the FDOT study. The
Implementation Plan development is also being coordinated with the City of Clearwater’s Complete Streets project
on Drew Street.
The Implementation Plan identifies both short and long term strategies designed to address operational and safety
issues in the corridor. Potential technology related strategies for the corridor such as autonomous vehicles and cable
propelled transit options were discussed at the September 28th Technology Forum. Following the advisory committee
presentations a final project team meeting will be held to review comments received prior to the presentation in
December to the board.

ATTACHMENT(S):

None

ACTION: As deemed appropriate
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6. Draft 2016 Countywide Trends and Conditions Report

SUMMARY
New this year, the 2016 Countywide Trends and Conditions Report combines the former Traffic Crash Trends and
Conditions Report and State of the System Report, and now incorporates land use planning indicators. The report
provides a snapshot of countywide land use and transportation trends and conditions using data collected from a
variety of resources, including Forward Pinellas, federal, state and local agencies. Data from 2016 is used along with
a five-year timeframe for comparison whenever available.
This report includes facility and usage data for roads, sidewalks, trails, bike lanes, buses, and waterborne
transportation, along with information on transit-supportive residential densities, concentrations of employment,
tourism, and other drivers of transportation trends. Crash data and vulnerable road user information is also presented.
This report serves multiple purposes:


It is part the Congestion Management Process, a systematic approach that provides safe and effective
integrated management and operation of the multimodal transportation system.



Crash data is used in transportation safety studies and projects, targeted law enforcement activities and
design plans for road construction projects.



It provides a means of measuring various performance metrics tied to the goals, objectives and policies of
Forward Pinellas’ guiding plans, the Long Range Transportation and Countywide Plans.



Overall, data compiled for this report works to identify where the transportation system is functioning properly
and where improvements are needed.

This agenda item will include a brief presentation by Linda Fisher and Robert Feigel, Forward Pinellas staff.

ATTACHMENT: Draft 2016 Countywide Trends and Conditions Report (will be distributed separately)
ACTION: BPAC to recommend approval of the Draft 2016 Countywide Trends and Conditions Report
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7. Amendment to the Public Participation Plan (PPP)

SUMMARY

The public involvement activities of Forward Pinellas, in its role as the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO), are guided by its Public Participation Plan (PPP). The PPP sets forth policies and strategies to
engage citizens in the development of MPO plans and programs. The Plan also describes the various public
involvement tools employed by Forward Pinellas including those that are specific to the Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and addressing the needs of the County’s traditionally
underserved population.
The PPP was adopted by the MPO in 1994 in accordance with Federal Law and was most recently amended in July,
2016 to incorporate the findings and recommendations of the 2015 PPP Evaluation Report. Amendments are
proposed to the current PPP in response to recommendations resulting from the Federal certification review of
Forward Pinellas, as the MPO, conducted in March. The recommendations were presented in a report produced by
the Federal review team in August. These included the following:







Adding a description about the role of Forward Pinellas;
Explaining the process involved in developing/amending the PPP;
Clarifying what constitutes a public hearing and when its used;
Explaining how public participation occurs in situations where TIP amendments are not reviewed by advisory
committees prior to Board action or Executive Director approval;
Adding a summary table of review processes associated with amendments to MPO required plans and
programs; and
Adding a glossary of transportation planning terms.

Additional changes are proposed to reflect current practices and identify Forward Pinellas as the MPO. A draft PPP
with the proposed amendments is attached. As specified in the Plan, a 45-day public comment period on the
proposed amendments is required prior to Board action. To allow for this comment period, the Forward Pinellas
Board will consider the amended PPP for approval at their December 13 meeting.
http://forwardpinellas.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/PPP2015Final_w_prp_amds.pdf
ATTACHMENT: Draft of Amended Public Participation Plan
ACTION: Provide comments on attached draft and approve for Board action

Public
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The Metropolitan
Planning Organization
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Planning Council for
Pinellas County, Florida
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Introduction and Purpose
Meaningful and effective public participation is essential to the successful implementation of a
public plan or project and necessary to ensure the needs of the local citizenry are adequately
addressed. In addition, public participation is necessary to gauge the effectiveness of an agency’s
planning activities. The Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Forward
Pinellas actively seeks to incorporate the involvement of the public in its planning efforts pursuant
to this Public Participation Plan (PPP), which seeks to accomplish the following goals:
1) Compliance with the public participation requirements of the Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation Act (FAST) [23 U.S.C. 134/49 - U.S.C. 5303 (i) (5), (i) (6), and (j)(4); 23 U.S.C.
135/49 U.S.C. 5304 (f)(3) and (g)(3)]; and with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
Limited English Proficiency requirements of Executive Order 13166, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, as it pertains to the traditionally underserved population;
2) Identification of public priorities and perspectives regarding transportation issues and topics
addressed by the MPO Forward Pinellas in its plans, projects and policies;
3) An informed and educated citizenry on transportation matters related to the MPO’s Forward
Pinellas’ planning program; and
4) Active partnerships with civic groups, business organizations, local governments, neighboring
MPOs and other local, regional and statewide public agencies in the implementation of the
Public Participation Plan.
The purpose of this document is to provide a clear
directive for the public participation activities
undertaken by the Pinellas County MPO Forward Pinellas
as they pertain to the agency’s primary responsibilities.
This includes the development and implementation of
the following:







The Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP);
The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP);
Congestion Management Process and related
corridor strategy plans;
Unified Planning Work Program;
Transit studies; and
Other activities associated with MPO projects.
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The MPO Forward Pinellas has identified a number of objectives and strategies that facilitate
effective public participation. A description of these activities and the methodology for evaluating
their effectiveness is included in the table in Appendix A, Public Participation Objectives, Strategies
and Measures of Effectiveness. This table is utilized to monitor the implementation of the PPP.
The PPP also incorporates public involvement activities resulting from the consolidation of the
MPO and Pinellas Planning Council (PPC) as “Forward Pinellas” with a common policy board in
2014. The PPC is responsible for the coordination of land use planning among the 25 local
jurisdictions of Pinellas County. This includes managing and implementing the Countywide Plan,
which guides the County’s future land development. The main purpose of consolidating the MPO
and PPC was to combine and coordinate land use and transportation planning from a countywide
perspective.
Forward Pinellas developed its Strategic Communications Plan in 2017. The Plan complements the
PPP by establishing common public involvement objectives and strategies that apply to the
agency’s land use planning activities as well as transportation. In terms of public participation and
outreach, joint MPO/PPC efforts will revolve around the integration of land use planning in MPO
Forward Pinellas plans and projects associated with its MPO responsibilities.

Role of Forward Pinellas
In accordance with Federal Law, MPOs have been established in urbanized areas with populations
exceeding 50 thousand. The main function of MPOs is to ensure that transportation projects and
plans within their designated areas and regions are developed based on a continuing,
comprehensive and cooperative process guided by local public input. Functioning as a countywide
land use planning authority as well as the MPO, Forward Pinellas’ core functions include the
development, administration and implementation of the following:




Countywide Plan - provides for the consistency and coordination of land use planning
among the County’s local governments;
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) - sets forth goals, objectives and policies and
identifies transportation improvements necessary to address the needs of local
communities, the County and region for a 20 year period; and
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) – a five year schedule of State, local and transit
authority improvements.

Other key responsibilities include the adoption of a transportation project priority list and the
coordination of regional transportation decision making with partner agencies in the Tampa Bay
area. Central to all of these functions are the public involvement activities that ensure the
agency’s adopted plans and programs reflect the interests of the affected citizenry.
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Compliance with Federal Requirements
The MPO Forward Pinellas Public Participation Plan was
originally adopted in 1994 in accordance with the
requirements of the 1991 Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). Signed into law in
December, 2015, the Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act is the most recent successor to
the ISTEA legislation. As with prior legislative acts following
ISTEA, FAST continues the strong Federal emphasis on
public participation.
The FAST Act mandates that the public participation programs of metropolitan planning processes
shall include a “proactive public participation process that provides complete information, timely
public notice, full public access to key decisions, and supports early and continuing participation of
the public in developing plans and transportation improvement programs (TIPs).” In addition, in
accordance with FAST, the MPOs shall provide and/or carry out the following:


Minimum public comment period of 45 days before the public participation process is initially
adopted or revised;



Timely information about transportation issues and processes to citizens, affected public
agencies, representatives of transportation agency employees, other interested parties and
segments of the community affected by transportation plans, programs, and projects
(including but not limited to local jurisdictions);



Reasonable public access to technical and policy
information used in the development of plans
and TIPs and open public meetings where
matters related to the Federal-aid highway and
transit programs are being considered;



Adequate notice of public participation activities
and time for public review and comment at key
decision points, including, but not limited to,
approval of plans and TIPs;



Demonstration of explicit consideration of and
response to public input received during the planning and program development processes;



Consideration of the needs of those traditionally underserved by existing transportation
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systems, including, but not limited to, low-income and minority households in an effort to
ensure that the requirements of Title VI and Environmental Justice have been met during the
planning process;


Summary, analysis, and report on the disposition of comments in a final plan or TIP when
received as a result of the public participation process;



If the final transportation plan or TIP differs significantly from the one which was made
available for public comment by the MPO and raises new material issues which interested
parties could not reasonably have foreseen from the public participation efforts, an additional
opportunity for public comment on the revised plan or TIP shall be made available; and



Periodic review of the effectiveness of the public participation process to assure it provides full
and open access to all.

These procedures are reviewed by the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit
Administration during certification reviews for Transportation Management Areas (TMAs), and as
otherwise necessary for all MPOs, to assure that full and open access is provided to the MPO
decision-making processes;
The MPO’s public participation processes shall be coordinated with statewide public participation
processes wherever possible to enhance public consideration of the issues, plans, and programs
and reduce redundancies and costs.
In accordance with FAST, the MPO Forward Pinellas Public Participation Plan guides the MPO’s
agency’s interactions with agencies, organizations and individuals who are affected by or involved
with transportation in the County or region. This includes Federal, state, regional and local
governments and elected officials, businesses and professional organizations, civic and social
organizations, neighborhood and residential associations, special interest groups and interested
individuals. Pinellas County does not have any Federally-recognized Tribal agencies.
Also pursuant to the FAST Act and Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), the PPP requires that public meetings be held at
convenient times and locations that are wheelchair and
transit accessible. It also stipulates that all plans and the TIP
shall be available on the website, and that documents are
written in a format and style that is easy for a lay person to
comprehend. In addition, FAST emphasizes the use of visual
tools to engage citizens in the planning process. Some
examples of visual tools used by the MPO Forward Pinellas
include artist renderings to show before and after conditions associated with a transportation
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project, diagrams and flow charts to illustrate important data or trends, and computer simulations
that demonstrate the effect of an intersection improvement on local traffic operations.

Development of Public Participation Plan
Since its adoption in 1994, the PPP has been amended several times following the completion of
periodic evaluations, release of Federal MPO certification review comments and legislative
changes. These have been collaborative processes involving extensive input by citizens as well as
Forward Pinellas partner agencies. Draft versions of the Plan amendments are initially developed
by Forward Pinellas staff in accordance with the MPO Handbook, posted online and presented to
the Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC), Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) and
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) for discussion. Following the advisory committee discussions, a
45-day public comment period is held to allow for additional comments by citizens and partner
agency staff members prior to action by the Forward Pinellas Board.
Forward Pinellas partner agencies are represented on the TCC, including representatives of the
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA), FDOT, the Pinellas County School System and local
governments. They help to ensure that the PPP is consistent with their respective public
involvement efforts and share ideas relating to their experiences in engaging citizens in the
development of their plans and events. As the primary conduit for citizen input in the planning
activities of Forward Pinellas, the CAC provides invaluable assistance toward improving the
effectiveness of the PPP, particularly in regard to outreach strategies. The BPAC is comprised of
citizen representatives as well as public agency staff and informs the PPP development from the
perspective of bicycle and pedestrian concerns. The combined efforts of these committees as well
as others who correspond with Forward Pinellas staff are reflected in the final amendatory PPP
drafts considered by the Forward Pinellas Board for approval.

Objectives
The Pinellas County MPO Forward Pinellas shall provide for public participation consistent with the
following objectives and strategies in the development of its short and long-range transportation
plans, programs, and projects.
Objective 1:

Raise the level of understanding of the transportation planning process in the
region and identify how interested citizens can participate.

Objective 2:

Maximize opportunities for public participation in the transportation planning
process.
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Objective 3:

Maintain contact with interested citizens and key stakeholders throughout the
process of developing MPO Forward Pinellas plans and projects.

Objective 4:

Be responsive to citizens.

Objective 5:

Involve traditionally under-served persons, including minority, low-income,
elderly or those addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in
transportation planning issues.

Objective 6:

Inform and educate incoming MPO Forward Pinellas Board members, local
commissioners/council members and advisory committee members regarding
the MPO’s agency’s functions, responsibilities and programs.

Public Participation Activities
The public involvement strategies implemented through the PPP revolve around the activities of
the MPO’s Forward Pinellas advisory committees and outreach efforts conducted by MPO its staff.
This section of the Plan describes these strategies as well as how they are employed in the process
of developing two of the MPO’s core MPO planning documents, the LRTP and TIP. As with the
MPO/PPC Forward Pinellas Board meetings, all advisory committee meetings are open to the
public and opportunities are provided for public comment. Meeting information, including
schedules, start times, locations and agendas, is available on the website.
Advisory Committees
The MPO Forward Pinellas has seven advisory committees that provide input and
recommendations on plans, programs and policies that are reviewed by the MPO Forward
Pinellas Board. Four of these committees are comprised of citizens as well as representatives
from local, regional and state agencies. The following section provides descriptions of the
committees with citizen members. Although it does not have citizen
members, the Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) plays a key
role in ensuring that the interests of the local governments and
their constituents are considered in the MPO planning process. The
membership of the TCC includes representatives of local and
regional planning and transportation agencies as well as planners
and engineers representing Pinellas County and the municipal
governments. The meeting schedules and agendas of all the MPO
Forward Pinellas advisory committees are available online at the link
shown below.
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http://www.pinellascounty.org/mpo/MPOCommit.htm#committee
http://forwardpinellas.org/about-us/advisory-committees
Any individual interested in serving on the CAC would need to complete and submit an
application as described in the following section. For the other committees, individuals
interested in serving as citizen members can do so by contacting MPO Forward Pinellas staff. If
there is an opening available, the person would be asked to send correspondence requesting a
position on the committee along with background information regarding their professional
experience and interests, particularly in relation to the committee of which they would like to
serve. This letter can go to a an MPO Forward Pinellas board member representing their
jurisdiction or directly to MPO Forward Pinellas staff. The letter and accompanying
background information is then presented to the MPO Forward Pinellas Board at a regularly
scheduled meeting to approve the requested appointment. Staff will often invite a person
interested in a committee position to attend and observe one of the meetings prior to sending
a formal request to become a member. Staff also works with its partner agencies and Board
representatives to recruit citizen members as necessary to fill a vacant position(s).
Citizens Advisory Committee
The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) is
comprised of a cross section of representatives
of the community, including the elderly and
physically impaired. The CAC meetings are held
monthly in the evenings to accommodate
working people. Members are appointed to
represent each of the County’s jurisdictions.
The CAC meets on the fourth Thursday of every
month at 7 p.m., 310 Court Street, in
Clearwater, excluding June, July, November and
December. June and July meetings are normally
cancelled for summer break. For Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, the November
meeting is cancelled and the December meeting is usually moved to the first week of the
month.
The CAC assists the MPO Forward Pinellas in addressing community needs in the
development and implementation of its programs and policies. The CAC plays a key role in
determining MPO Forward Pinellas funding priorities through the annual review of project
priority lists and the evaluation of applications for Transportation Alternative (TA) Program
funding. They also regularly bring issues of concern to the MPO Forward Pinellas regarding
traffic safety hazards and advocate for legislative action on issues such as texting while
driving and funding for transportation projects that serve bicyclists, pedestrians and transit

Forward Pinellas Public Participation Plan

Page 7

users. Lastly, CAC members participate on the Transportation Mobility Management
Advisory Committee (TMMAC) and the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority
(TBARTA) Citizens Advisory Committee.
On June 8, 2016, the MPO Forward Pinellas approved an amendment to the CAC bylaws
establishing an application process for the appointment of new Committee members.
Prior to this action, CAC members were appointed on a first come first serve basis following
the submittal of a letter of interest with some background information. This was
subsequently provided to the MPO Forward Pinellas along with a request to approve the
applicant for a position on the Committee. The bylaw amendment formalized the
appointment process and allowed the MPO Forward Pinellas to better address situations
where multiple candidates are seeking the same Committee position and to recruit
representatives of minority communities. The MPO Forward Pinellas actively seeks
minority representation on the CAC in accordance with its Title VI Plan. The Title VI Plan
supports CAC minority representation that more closely mirrors that of Pinellas County,
which includes approximately 10 percent African American and eight percent Hispanic. The
bylaw modifications approved by the MPO Forward Pinellas are summarized below.





Individuals interested in serving on the CAC would need to complete a one-page
application and attend at least one CAC meeting in order to be considered for
appointment.
Minority representation was identified as the highest priority for consideration in
accepting new CAC members, followed by age and gender and whether the person had
previously served on the Committee. Candidates that had not already served on the
Committee would be given preference over those who had.
An additional consideration would apply to at-large positions regarding geographic
representation. At-large positions do not represent a specific jurisdiction or area. This
modification was intended to facilitate an equitable geographical distribution of atlarge members on the Committee.

The CAC bylaws and member application are available on the MPO Forward Pinellas
website at the links shown below.



CAC Bylaws - (http://www.pinellascounty.org/mpo/CAC/CACbylaws.pdf)
http://forwardpinellas.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CAC_bylaws.pdf
CAC Member Application (http://www.pinellascounty.org/mpo/CAC/advisory_committee_app.pdf)
http://forwardpinellas.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/membershipapplication.pdf

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee
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The Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) was
formed in 2014 after the merging of the Bicycle Advisory
Committee (BAC) and Pedestrian Transportation Advisory
Committee (PTAC). The BAC and PTAC were established in
1983 and 1990, respectively. Appointed members of the
BPAC include technical representatives from various
government agencies, law enforcement personnel and
citizens interested in bicycling and pedestrian issues. The
BPAC usually meets on the third Monday of every month, 8:30 a.m., 310 Court Street. July
and December meetings are normally cancelled for summer break and the holidays,
respectively.
The responsibilities of the BPAC revolve around furthering the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’
goal of enabling bicycling and walking to be a viable transportation choice for commuting
as well as recreational purposes in Pinellas County. The BPAC is actively engaged in the
periodic update and ongoing implementation of the MPO Forward Pinellas Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan, including its objectives and policies which guide the MPO’s
agency’s decision making on matters relating to these travel modes.
They regularly participate in the review of road safety audits and reconstruction plans to
ensure the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians are adequately addressed and take part in
education initiatives to increase citizen awareness of traffic laws affecting bicyclists and
pedestrians. The BPAC also appoints members to work on individual tasks or projects such
as the US 19 Corridor Study and the review of ranking criteria for TA Program projects.
Lastly, BPAC members participate on the Tri-BPAC, a regional committee that includes
members from the Hillsborough and Pasco County BPACs.
Local Coordinating Board
The Local Coordinating Board (LCB) is the governing body of the MPO’s Forward Pinellas
Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program. The TD Program provides transportation
assistance to economically and physically disadvantaged citizens in Pinellas County. The 15member board was established in 1991. The LCB meets quarterly and its membership
consists of an elected official as chairperson and representatives of social service agencies,
private transportation providers, FDOT and citizens who utilize the Program. The Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) also serves on the LCB in an advisory capacity. LCB
members serve on various subcommittees focused on individual tasks or projects such as
the annual CTC Evaluation and the review of stretcher transportation services. The
responsibilities of the LCB are defined by Chapter 427, Florida Statutes. The LCB meets
quarterly on the third Tuesday of February, May, September and November, 9:15 a.m., at
310 Court Street.
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School Transportation Safety Committee
The School Transportation Safety Committee (STSC)
was established in 1998. The STSC meets two to
three times annually and is made up of School
Board, Board of County Commissioner, and
municipal government representatives as well as
citizens. The STSC was formed to address issues
concerning the safe movement of students
traveling to and from school. They monitor school
construction projects and traffic control issues to
ensure pedestrian access needs are adequately
addressed. The STSC also reviews crash data and related safety concerns in the vicinity of
schools as it affects student access.
Transportation Mobility Management Advisory Committee
Membership of the Transportation Mobility Management
Advisory Committee (TMMAC) includes local and FDOT
planners, traffic engineers, and professionals with expertise in
traffic management, emergency management (including fire
and rescue), law enforcement, transit and communications
and citizens. The TMMAC also includes MPO Forward Pinellas
board members and a CAC representative. The TMMAC meets
twice annually for the purpose of coordinating intelligent
transportation system (ITS) planning and implementing and
overseeing the Congestion Management Process (CMP) in
Pinellas County. The Committee was formerly known as the
ITS Advisory Committee, which was established in 2001. The TMMAC monitors the
implementation of the County’s ITS Master Plan and CMP on an ongoing basis. The
TMMAC meets on the first Wednesday in February and September, 1:30 p.m., at 310 Court
Street.
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority Citizens Advisory Committee
Although this group does not serve the MPO Forward Pinellas, it conducts public
involvement activity affecting citizens within Pinellas as well as neighboring counties. It is
responsible for implementing a public involvement program in the Tampa Bay region. The
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21-member committee is comprised of residents and business representatives appointed
by the TBARTA Board. There are three Pinellas County representatives including one local
CAC member. The TBARTA CAC advises the TBARTA Board on matters concerning the
development and implementation of the Regional Transportation Master Plan and related
initiatives. The Committee also promotes public awareness and participation in the
planning and implementation of the Master Plan while helping to disseminate information
about the Plan to local citizen groups. The TBARTA CAC meets the third Wednesday of
every other month, 1:30 p.m., 4350 West Cypress Street in Tampa.

Website
Since the MPO Forward Pinellas first
published its website in 1998 it has
been the primary tool for public
outreach and input in the MPO
Forward Pinellas Public Participation
Program. The website serves as a
central repository of MPO Forward
Pinellas plans, documents, agendas
and meeting notices. It also provides
web viewers with access to MPO
Forward Pinellas Board and advisory committee rosters, video streams of the monthly Board
meetings, general information about transportation topics and surveys where they can submit
their comments and opinions about transportation in the County and region. The site receives
over 12 thousand hits on an annual basis. In 2016, the website will be merged with the
existing PPC site and redesigned to create a more vibrant, interactive and user friendly internet
presence.

Social Media
In 2012, the MPO the Pinellas County MPO incorporated social media into its public
involvement activities. This included Facebook, Twitter and an internet-based conversation
forum, TellUsPinellas, which was discontinued in 2015. In 2011, the MPO adopted a set of
policies governing its use of social media. These are included in the appendix. The policies are
designed to ensure that the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ employment of social media applications
is in compliance with applicable State and local laws and policies that govern public
correspondence and records.
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Facebook
Facebook is primarily utilized to share information about transportation news and topics
and to provide an opportunity for citizens to comment on them. The MPO Forward
Pinellas actively seeks to encourage more
people to “like” the page through distribution
of printed materials, word of mouth and
advertisements that appear on the Facebook
pages of area residents. Most of the current
likes on the MPO Forward Pinellas Facebook
page resulted from these advertisements.
The MPO Forward Pinellas will continue these efforts on an ongoing basis to increase its
number of Facebook likes as well as instances where an MPO Forward Pinellas post is
shared by others.
Twitter
The MPO Forward Pinellas utilizes Twitter primarily to promote MPO meetings and events,
such as the opening of the public comment period for the LRTP update.
TellUsPinellas
TellUsPinellas is an internet based forum designed to engage citizens in conversation and
idea exchange about transportation topics and issues. It was developed using Mindmixer,
since renamed mySidewalk, a software/web tool utilized by local governments and public
agencies to dialogue with citizens and civic leaders. TellUsPinellas provides citizens with an
opportunity to correspond with MPO staff and one another about transportation issues of
concern in Pinellas County and the Tampa Bay region. They can suggest ideas and provide
comments or expand on the ideas of others.
TellUsPinellas was initially developed as a tool for citizens to guide the policy direction of
the 2040 LRTP and was utilized for that purpose from 2012 to 2014. Participants were
asked to respond to a series of questions during this period focusing on different themes
such as the most critical transportation needs, congested roads and safety, what the
County’s transportation system should look like, types of transportation improvements
they would like to see, transportation mode choices and the most popular destinations in
the County. MySidewalk is being utilized in 2015 and 2016 for an MPO/FDOT sponsored US
Highway 19 corridor study and to provide input on other topics related to MPO plans and
emphasis areas.
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Blog
In 2015, the MPO and PPC Forward Pinellas launched a
blog site at http://forwardpinellas.org/blog. The
purpose of this site is to publish general interest
transportation-related stories providing citizen friendly
commentary on current issues and topics. The site is
linked and promoted through the MPO Forward Pinellas
website, Facebook, and Twitter.

Linkedin
The MPO also maintains an account on Linkedin, the online professional networking
service. Linkedin has primarily been used to post blog stories and to keep people informed
about MPO activities and plans encourage people to participate in TellUsPinellas. It has
also been used to advertise job openings.

Outreach Materials
The MPO Forward Pinellas utilizes printed materials for distribution at public events and at the
locations of civic and business group meetings where staff participates in panel discussions or
as a speaker. These items are occasionally prepared for specific projects, but most often as part
of an ongoing program and/or publication. These include traffic count maps, display
boards/exhibits, brochures and posters or flyers.
Traffic Count Map
Since 1982, the MPO/Forward Pinellas, has annually prepared and distributed a fold out
map that identifies the annual average daily traffic (aadt) data collected on the major roads
in Pinellas County. The information is typically utilized by people considering real estate
purchases, site selection for new or re-locating business, traffic impact assessments related
to proposed development projects, road design plans, bus route planning and others who
are interested in trends in travel patterns and traffic demand. The maps are distributed to
the Pinellas County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, government agencies, public libraries,
chambers of commerce, city halls, FDOT and the Pinellas County School Board.
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LRTP Executive Summary
As part of the public outreach associated with the release
of a new LRTP, the MPO Forward Pinellas publishes an
executive summary report. This is an abbreviated version
of the adopted LRTP. It includes a listing of the Plan’s
goals, a summary of growth projections and related
trends, funding sources, and maps and descriptions of
planned transit, road, trail and ITS projects. An electronic
copy is posted on the MPO Forward Pinellas website and
emailed to those included on the MPO’s its mailing lists.
Printed versions of the report are distributed at
committee meetings, public events and workshops and public speaking engagements
involving MPO Forward Pinellas representatives. A Spanish language version of the
Executive Summary is also produced and made available to members of the Hispanic
community.
Brochures
Listed below are descriptions of the brochures currently distributed by the MPO Forward
Pinellas. They are also produced by the MPO Forward Pinellas with the exception of the
Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program brochure, Mobility Options, which is published
by PSTA.


Walk Smart – This is a bicycle/pedestrian safety brochure
aimed primarily at elementary school children. It lists basic
safety rules for walking, bicycling and riding the bus. Making
pedestrian and bicycle safety a part of their education
curriculum is considered to be a critical step in helping them
to be safety conscience adults. Walk Smart is distributed
annually to over 100 thousand public and private school
children.



Discover Pinellas – First published in 2013, Discover Pinellas
was developed in partnership with the Pinellas County
Health Department. It features a foldout map identifying
the County’s trails and bike lanes, bike and skate shops,
safety tips and farmer’s market locations. It also provides
information on traffic laws affecting bicyclists and
pedestrians, rules of the trail, safe cycling practices, PSTA’s
Bikes on Buses Program, and the Communities Putting
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Prevention to Work Program, which is designed to provide safe access to physical
activity and healthy nutrition for people of all ages. Over 20 thousand of the guides
have been distributed annually to chambers of commerce, city halls, bicycle shops,
and interested citizens.


LRTP Brochure – This is published concurrent with or prior to the adoption of the
LRTP. The brochure presents the goals of the Plan as well as an abbreviated version
of its elements. These brochures are distributed at meetings and workshops and
posted on the website during and after the process of developing and adopting the
LRTP.



Mobility Options – This brochure was developed by PSTA in
2013 after they assumed responsibility for managing the TD
Program as the Community Transportation Coordinator
(CTC). PSTA continues to maintain and distribute the
brochure. But as the designated official planning agency
(DOPA) for the program, the MPO Forward Pinellas also
distributes the brochure on an ongoing basis as part of its
public outreach efforts. The TD Program provides cost
affordable transportation to low-income and physically
impaired residents in Pinellas County. The brochure provides
information regarding service rates and instructions for
participating in the program. Over two thousand paper
copies are distributed annually and the brochure is also
posted on the website.

Flyers, Posters and Press Releases
As part of the public outreach activity associated with the development of the LRTP every
five years, the MPO Forward Pinellas prepares and distributes flyers, posters and/or press
releases to inform citizens about the Plan and opportunities for them to provide input.
These printed materials are also utilized periodically for other projects such as corridor
studies or safety initiatives. The MPO Forward Pinellas also works with the Pinellas County
Communications Department to prepare and distribute these items.

Traditional Media
The MPO Forward Pinellas utilizes various media forms when necessary to reach a broader
audience. These include the local newspaper, television and radio. The MPO Forward Pinellas
also utilizes multiple media and communication sources, including telephone, television and
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the internet for its ETown hall meetings, which have featured televised discussions with guest
panelists responding to questions from viewers and listeners.

Newspaper
Public hearing notices related to workshops associated with the LRTP,
where public input on proposed transportation plans and expenditures is
necessary to ensure the interests of citizens are given due consideration
prior to MPO Forward Pinellas adoption, are advertised in the Times. In
addition, all LCB meetings are advertised in the Times as required by the Florida
Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged. Daily circulation of the Tampa Bay
Times, excluding Sunday, is 468,000 271,593.
Television
All monthly MPO/PPC Forward Pinellas meetings are broadcast on Pinellas
County’s government access channel (PCC-TV). The telecasts are shown on
channel 637 on Bright House Networks, 18 on Wide Open West (WOW)
Network, and 44 on Verizon. The meetings are televised live and replayed
the following week. Live video streams of the meetings are also available at the link below,
which is accessible from the MPO Forward Pinellas website. A link to the meeting archives,
where viewers can replay the entire meeting or a particular agenda item, is also available
on the MPO Forward Pinellas website. The MPO Forward Pinellas works with private
television stations occasionally either by providing information or as an interviewee on
various transportation subjects.
http://www.pinellascounty.org/video/live-meetings.shtml
ETown Hall Meetings
ETown hall meetings feature live panel discussions with
elected
officials
and
transportation
agency
representatives addressing issues associated with the
LRTP. Questions are submitted to the panel guests from
participants via telephone and online blog. The Forward
Pinellas has been involved with the production of four
televised ETown halls to date. Over five thousand people
have participated in each of these events.
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Radio
On a more limited basis, the MPO Forward Pinellas includes the use of local radio in its
public involvement efforts. Public service announcements related to bicycle and
pedestrian safety have been broadcast on public stations and MPO Forward Pinellas staff
has participated in a discussion of its Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan on community
station WMNF 88.5 FM in Tampa.
Staff Outreach Activity
The MPO Forward Pinellas regularly has staff
members attend and participate in a variety of
community events and workshops. They serve
as speakers and panelists at meetings and
workshops and tend display tables and exhibits
at community events while discussing
transportation issues and topics with citizens.
The MPO Forward Pinellas also sponsors its
own public workshops where citizens are
invited to review and provide comments on
elements of the LRTP and related plans. The number of outreach meetings, events and
workshops the MPO Forward Pinellas has been involved in has averaged 24 per year since
2010. Event participants and audiences reflect a broad cross section of County residents
representing different age, race and income groups.
Community Events/Exhibits
Staff members participate in community events tending exhibits or display tables where
they interact with citizens, respond to their questions and comments and distribute and
collect surveys. The exhibits display story boards featuring information on MPO Forward
Pinellas programs and topics usually associated with the LRTP. In recent years, these events
have included the Pinellas Folk Festival and Country Jubilee in Largo, Stetson University
Health Fair in Gulfport, and Harbor Walk at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
Unattended exhibits are also stationed at area libraries, city halls and the County
Courthouse. These exhibits include information directing people to the MPO’s an online
survey or they can leave feedback on site using survey cards provided with the exhibit.
Civic and Business Group Meetings
The MPO Forward Pinellas actively seeks opportunities to speak to civic, professional and
business organizations about transportation plans and programs as a means to share
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information, collect feedback and to discuss
issues of concern with them. The MPO
Forward Pinellas also participates in the
Pinellas County Speaker’s Bureau, which is
administered by the Pinellas County
Communications Department. Citizen and
business group representatives use the
Speaker’s Bureau to request presentations
from MPO Forward Pinellas and County
staff on topics of interest to their organizations.
Staff members often contact civic and business groups directly to schedule a presentation.
In recent years, MPO Forward Pinellas staff has presented to the Tampa Bay Realtor’s
Association, Gateway Chamber of Commerce, St. Petersburg Area Chamber of Commerce
and its Transportation Task Force, North County Council of Neighborhoods, North
Clearwater Neighborhood Coalition, Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce, Lealman
Community Association, and the American Society of Engineers. Regarding the St.
Petersburg Chamber of Commerce Transportation Task Force, MPO Forward Pinellas staff
attends their monthly meetings on a regular basis.
Public Workshops
During the LRTP development process, the MPO
Forward Pinellas holds public workshops for citizens
to learn about the components of the Plan and to
provide comments. The most recent MPO Forward
Pinellas workshops were held in Palm Harbor,
Clearwater and St. Petersburg as part of the
development of the 2040 LRTP in 2014. The MPO
Forward Pinellas has also held public workshops to
invite citizens to review and provide input on the
Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan and to participate in a
regional needs study associated with the update of
the Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan.
MPO Forward Pinellas staff also takes the opportunity to attend workshops held by other
agencies where transportation issues are being addressed. As an example, MPO Forward
Pinellas staff has attended Homeless Coalition workshops in Largo where they’ve provided
information about mobility options for low income residents. In addition, staff participated in
a Pinellas County sponsored community workshop in the Ridgecrest area focused on
transportation and land development needs and FDOT’s Walkwise Tampa Bay in Madeira
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Beach where staff spoke to citizens and public officials about bicycle and pedestrian safety.
Public Hearings
Public hearings are defined in the FDOT Public involvement Handbook as formal meetings
required by a regulation where citizen comments are recorded as public record. They typically
involve specific time frames for public notice and written comments. The MPO Forward
Pinellas holds public hearings for all Board actions relating to adoption and amendment of the
TIP and LRTP. Public hearings are also held for PPP amendments. Board actions on TIP and
LRTP public hearing items are determined by a roll call vote. Public hearing notices are posted
on the MPO Forward Pinellas web site. These hearings allow for Board member discussion and
citizen comments. Processes involved in the review and approval of proposed amendments
and modifications associated with core MPO Forward Pinellas planning documents, including
the LRTP, TIP and PPP, are summarized in Appendix C.
Public Surveys
The MPO Forward Pinellas utilizes survey forms as a means
of assessing public opinion concerning the MPO’s Forward
Pinellas’ planning activities and programs. Two survey
forms are used on an ongoing basis. One survey is used to
collect feedback on transportation topics addressed in the
LRTP and the other is used to gauge public awareness of
the MPO Forward Pinellas and associated plans and
activities. Both surveys are accessible from the menu on
the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ website and are also
distributed in paper form by MPO Forward Pinellas staff at public meetings, workshops and
community events. The MPO Forward Pinellas will occasionally utilize survey instruments for a
specific project. For example, the MPO Forward Pinellas conducted a survey in 2014 of Pinellas
Trail users and a regional needs survey of transportation disadvantaged communities in 2013.
Mailing Lists
The MPO Forward Pinellas currently maintains 12 mailing lists. These mailing lists are utilized
in the distribution of meeting agendas, and printed materials such as press releases, flyers and
summary reports. There is a mailing list for each MPO Forward Pinellas advisory committee as
well as condominium associations, homeowner’s associations, and people who participated in
TellUsPinellas during the development of the 2040 LRTP. Individuals can request they be
included on an MPO Forward Pinellas mailing list on the survey forms they complete or
through the MPO Forward Pinellas website. The MPO Forward Pinellas periodically revises and
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updates its mailing lists to reflect changes in names, addresses or to add or remove any
contacts as necessary

Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)
The LRTP is the focal point of the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ planning programs and activities. In
accordance with Federal requirements, the Plan assesses the transportation needs of Pinellas
County and sets forth improvements necessary to address those needs over a 20-year period. A
new Plan reflecting the most recent population, land use, socioeconomic and employment data
and associated trends is required every five years. Public involvement objectives specific to the
LRTP are listed below.






Develop an early, proactive, and ongoing public participation process that includes the
general public, the MPO Forward Pinellas committees and Board, local and regional planning
partners, and other stakeholders.
Incorporate visualization techniques to help convey the transportation planning process
and transportation improvements identified.
Provide prompt response to input and inquiries related to the transportation planning
process.
Maintain contact with interested citizens and other stakeholders throughout the LRTP
development process.
Involve traditionally under-served persons including minority, low-income, disabled and
elderly citizens.

Civic, Business Group and Community Meetings
MPO Forward Pinellas staff members regularly speak to civic and

business organizations, offering presentations on various
transportation plans and topics. These presentations become
more frequent and more focused on LRTP topics during the time
when a new Plan is being developed. They provide an
opportunity to engage the attendees in discussions about
transportation topics and issues and to inform them about the
requirements of the Plan, adoption schedule and the role it plays
in securing funding and setting priorities.
For the development of the 2040 LRTP, the MPO Forward Pinellas also held stakeholder meetings
and charrettes. The stakeholder meetings involved representatives of property owners along
the rail alignment that was approved as the locally preferred alternative in the 2012 Pinellas
Alternatives Analysis. Comments provided by the stakeholders revolved around their concerns
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and opinions about the prospect of a future rail system and premium transit service in their
communities as well as Pinellas County. The charrettes were designed to collect input from
citizens and business representatives on the design of transit station areas adjacent to the
proposed rail line identified in the Alternatives Analysis.
Website
New website pages were designed and published specifically for the development of the 2040
LRTP in 2012. They included information on all aspects of the Plan as well as applicable
requirements and laws, adoption schedule, notices of hearings and public events where
citizens could provide comments and talk to MPO Forward Pinellas staff. The pages also included
links to published documents associated with the Plan. Following adoption of the 2040 LRTP in
December, 2014, information from the web pages was condensed and transferred to a single
LRTP page on the main website. This webpage will continue to serve as a central point of
information for the LRTP and associated amendments and modifications.
Social Media
As previously discussed, TellUsPinellas was launched in 2012 as an online conversation forum
for people to share their concerns and opinions on topics covered in the LRTP. Since the
software application for TellUsPinellas was discontinued, Forward Pinellas will be considering
other online chat options to be used for the development of the 2045 LRTP. LinkedIn,
FaceBook, Twitter, and YouTube were also used to provide updated information on the 2040
LRTP draft and to keep people informed of the progress of the Plan development and the
release of new LRTP planning and resource documents.
Focus Groups
Focus groups provide an opportunity to receive feedback from
specific population groups about transportation issues
addressed by the MPO Forward Pinellas. Focus groups were
utilized in 2012 to generate ideas and obtain feedback on
specific topics related to the LRTP. Two of the focus groups
represented underserved communities, four represented
specific geographic areas around the County, one included young adult representatives ages 20
to 30 and the other included individuals 60 and older. The results of the discussions provided
meaningful input for the development of the 2040 LRTP.
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Public Events, Exhibits/Displays
MPO Forward Pinellas representatives attend many community events and festivals throughout

the County during the development of its long range plans. This includes using table top
exhibits/displays at the events to present information on the LRTP. This activity will continue
on an ongoing basis.
Media
As mentioned previously, the MPO Forward Pinellas and its partner agencies conducted four
ETown hall meetings from 2011 to 2013. Future Etown hall meetings are anticipated during
periods when the a new LRTP is being developed updated. All MPO Forward Pinellas meetings
involving the discussion of LRTP elements, proposals, topics and Plan adoption will continue to
be televised on PCC-TV and subsequently archived for viewing by video stream through the
MPO Forward Pinellas website.
Outreach Materials
Press releases, brochures, and flyers (fact sheets) are utilized to invite
feedback and to keep people informed throughout the LRTP development
process. The MPO Forward Pinellas also regularly teams with local and
regional planning partners to disseminate project and public meeting
information related to the LRTP through their newsletters, websites,
community events, and other communication tools as appropriate. The MPO
Forward Pinellas will continue to utilize these types of outreach materials for
the LRTP as well as in association with other planning activities.
Key Contacts/Mailing Lists
In association with the 2040 LRTP, the MPO Forward Pinellas developed a comprehensive mailing
list that included contacts from other public agencies, elected and appointed public officials,
advisory committee members, civic organizations, homeowners associations, business
organizations, groups representing underserved populations, transportation agencies, and
citizens who asked to receive project updates. The MPO Forward Pinellas will continue to
maintain and update this list of contacts for use in the distribution of outreach materials and
notifications.
MPO Forward Pinellas Workshops

The MPO Forward Pinellas routinely holds public workshops to invite and respond to citizen
comments on proposed transportation improvements identified in the cost feasible element of
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the LRTP. These workshop sessions will continue to be utilized with the development of future
LRTPs.
Inter-agency Coordination
The MPO Forward Pinellas actively engages in meetings of other agencies, including local
governments, PSTA and FDOT, where citizen comments are solicited on transportation plans
and projects related to the LRTP. The MPO Forward Pinellas considers feedback received at
these meetings in the development of the LRTP and other transportation plans.
Public Hearings
Public hearings are defined in the FDOT Public involvement
Handbook as formal meetings required by a regulation
where citizen comments are recorded as public record.
They typically involve specific time frames for public notice
and written comments. Public hearings are held during
monthly MPO meetings on items relating to various
elements of the Plan as well as whenever the Board is considering action on LRTP amendments
or Plan adoption. These hearings allow for Board member discussion and citizen comments.
Surveys
Transportation surveys are utilized throughout the LRTP
development process to gauge public opinion about current
and future transportation needs and the prioritization of
public funds for future transportation improvements. The
surveys also capture demographic information about
respondents (e.g., age range, zip code, etc). Online access to
the surveys is provided through the MPO website and
promoted on committee agendas, via emails, and at public
workshops, community meetings, and other public events
where information on the LRTP is shared. Respondents are also provided an opportunity to
complete and return paper survey forms at the public workshops and community events and at
local libraries and city halls. Employment of survey instruments will continue to play a key role
in the collection of public input for the LRTP.
Visualization
An assortment of visualization techniques are used to help convey information about the Plan
development process and the contents of the LRTP to the public in an easy to understand
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format. Maps, graphics and photographs are frequently utilized to highlight key points of the
LRTP.
Local Government Input
During the development of the LRTP, local government comprehensive plans, which also rely
on citizen participation to frame their goals, objectives and policies, are utilized to ascertain
the transportation needs and concerns of the local communities. These needs and concerns
help to shape the direction of the LRTP. Local government input is particularly important in
regard to assumptions on future growth and land use patterns. The MPO Forward Pinellas also
coordinates with local government staff to ensure their transportation projects and/or
planning initiatives are considered during the development of updated editions of the LRTP.
Advisory Committees
The TCC, BPAC, TMMAC and CAC play a key role in the
development of the LRTP and in providing a conduit for
citizens to help shape the policy direction and
recommendations of the Plan. The TCC reviews LRTP
draft documents with particular emphasis on the data
and analysis that was developed in support of the
recommended transportation improvements. The
TMMAC directs its input on operational issues, including
those involving intelligent transportation systems (ITS)
and Advanced Traffic Management Systems (ATMS).
The bicycle and pedestrian components of these documents are developed and reviewed by
the BPAC. Input from the CAC, as well as from the general public through surveys and
correspondence, provide the primary source of citizen input into the development of the LRTP
in terms of addressing issues of greatest concern to the public. The TCC and CAC also review all
proposed LRTP amendments prior to MPO Forward Pinellas action. Other committees also
review proposed amendments as they relate to their particular focus areas.
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LRTP Amendments and Modifications
Any local government or agency (e.g., PSTA, FDOT) may
submit a request to the MPO Forward Pinellas to modify or
amend the LRTP. MPO Forward Pinellas staff conducts a
technical review of the request, including a determination
as to whether the request should be processed as a
modification or an amendment.
A proposed amendment requires public review and
comment and an assurance of fiscal constraint. Proposed
amendments include adding or deleting projects from the
LRTP Cost Feasible Plan and major changes to project costs, initiation dates, or design concepts
and scopes for existing projects. Public hearings are required for proposed amendments.
Proposed modifications follow the same review process as amendments except that no public
hearing and accompanying roll call vote and or assurance of fiscal constraint is required. These
are minor changes that typically involve items such as map corrections, revisions needed for
consistency with the TIP, and adding unfunded projects. Procedures for processing an LRTP
proposed amendments and modifications to the LRTP and other core Forward Pinellas
documents are summarized in Appendix C. are shown below.








Proposed amendment/modification information is presented to MPO advisory
committees for review.
Information on proposed amendment/modification, including background materials
and notice of scheduled MPO Board action, is posted on the MPO website.
Proposed amendment/modification information is presented to MPO Board with
report of advisory committee recommendations. Actions on proposed amendments,
which are public hearing items, are recorded by a roll-call vote.
Information on approved LRTP amendment/modification is posted on the MPO
website.
Approved LRTP amendment is transmitted to all applicable agencies, in accordance
with the MPO Program Management Handbook, and to internal distribution lists.
Updated LRTP reflecting the changes resulting from amendment or modification is
posted on the website.

Due to timing issues, there may be occasions when a proposed amendment will need MPO
approval before the advisory committees have an opportunity to review them. In these
situations, information describing the proposed amendment is sent to the appropriate advisory
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committees via email. Any comments or concerns raised in response are presented to the
MPO prior to their scheduled action.
In addition, the MPO Executive Director has the authority to approve amendments/revisions to
MPO plans and programs approved by the Board, including the LRTP, when such action is
needed to obtain State or Federal approval within a constrained timeframe. This policy was
adopted by MPO resolution in 2008. It also stipulates that the Executive Director consult with
the Board Chairman prior to executing the amendments and that a report describing the
amendments be provided to the MPO Board at their next meeting.

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
There are four processes associated with the TIP that provide opportunities for public involvement.
These processes are associated with the review and approval/adoption of the following:





Project priority lists;
Local transportation improvement programs and fall TIP update;
FDOT Five-Year Work Program and annual TIP; and
Proposed TIP amendments.

The MPO Forward Pinellas provides ample
opportunities for the public to participate in these
processes largely through its network of advisory
committees, including the CAC and TCC, which
review all TIP items that require MPO Forward
Pinellas Board approval.
Other committees,
including the TMMAC and BPAC, have a more
limited role in the review of TIP matters. Their
focus is on TIP elements specific to their areas of
interest. Actions of the MPO Forward Pinellas
regarding the TIP follow a public hearing and
consideration of recommendations and comments
provided by the committees and interested citizens. These hearings are advertised on the website
and through social media. Public hearing notices and agenda materials to be considered by the
Board in the review of a TIP item are posted on the website no less than seven business days prior
to the meeting. Outlined below is an overview of the four TIP processes.
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Project Priority Lists
The advisory committees review the project TIP priority lists annually in the summer or fall
depending on the timing of the Florida Legislative Session. Following the advisory committee
meetings, the adopted priority lists as well as any changes proposed by them, are posted on
the website. Announcements of MPO Forward Pinellas actions on the priority lists are also
posted.
Local Transportation Improvement Programs/Fall Update
Locally adopted County and municipal government work programs are considered by the
advisory committees for inclusion in the fall update of the TIP in October. Following the
committee meetings, the adopted work programs are posted on the website along with maps
identifying the location of the improvements. In addition, staff prepares summary tables for
the website that provide abbreviated project descriptions corresponding with the maps. This
allows web viewers to access the project information without having to look through the
lengthy work program documents. The MPO Forward Pinellas approves the fall update in
November. Announcement of MPO Forward Pinellas action on the fall update is also posted
on the website along with the updated TIP.

FDOT Work Program/Annual TIP Adoption
In October or November, FDOT holds public hearings
on its draft Tentative Work Program via a live webinar
presentation. These are advertised on the MPO
Forward Pinellas website and through social media.
During this time frame, FDOT presents its draft
Tentative Work Program to the MPO Forward Pinellas
advisory committees.
Following the advisory
committee meetings, the draft Tentative Work
Program is posted on the website along with any
FDOT presentation material shown at their public
hearing and committee meetings. The MPO Forward Pinellas Board considers the draft
Tentative Work Program for approval in November/December. Announcement of MPO
Forward Pinellas Board action is also posted on the website.
A final version of the Tentative FDOT Work Program, which is included in the annual TIP
adoption, is presented to the advisory committees in May. Following the advisory committee
meetings, the final Tentative Work Program is posted on the website along with a summary of
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the project descriptions and accompanying maps similar to what is made available for the fall
update. In addition, staff includes a report identifying the changes from the previous year’s
Work Program. This report, in addition to the maps and summary of project descriptions,
allows web viewers to find the information of interest to them without having to read through
the details of the Work Program document. The MPO Forward Pinellas typically approves the
FDOT Tentative Work Program in November or December and adopts the annual TIP in June.
Announcement of MPO Forward Pinellas action is also posted on the website along with the
new TIP.
Proposed Amendments and Modifications
A TIP amendment is a revision that involves a
major project change, including addition or
deletion of a project, or a major change in cost,
phase, initiation date, or design concept or
scope (i.e., changing project termini, or the
number of through traffic lanes).
An
amendment requires verification of financial
constraint and a public hearing and
accompanying roll call vote. A modification
includes minor changes to project phases, costs, funding sources of previously included
projects, or initiation dates. These do not require a demonstration of fiscal constraint or a
public hearing and accompanying roll call vote.
The TCC and CAC are typically the only advisory committees that review proposed TIP
amendments and modifications. Following review by the TCC and CAC, information on
proposed amendments/modifications are posted on the website. This includes descriptions of
the proposed changes as well as maps identifying their location. The MPO Forward Pinellas
approves proposed amendments/modifications with consideration given to any comments and
recommendations from the committees and interested citizens. Approval of proposed
amendments requires a roll call vote following a public hearing. Descriptions and maps
associated with all proposed amendments and modifications approved by the Board are
posted on the website until the next fiscal year begins. Amendment and modification
processes associated with the TIP and other core MPO documents are summarized in Appendix
C.
Due to timing issues, there may be occasions when a proposed TIP amendment will need Board
or Executive Director approval before the advisory committees have an opportunity to review
them. This typically occurs when Federal funding needs to be secured for a scheduled project
prior to the close of a Federal fiscal year. This is due to the overlapping fiscal years, July 1 –
June 30 for the State and October 1 – September 30 for the Federal. In these situations, staff
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informs and engages committee member comments through email and phone calls, as
necessary. Any comments or concerns raised by committee members that cannot be
adequately addressed by staff are presented to the Board prior to their scheduled action.
As noted previously, the MPO Executive Director has the authority to approve
amendments/modifications to MPO plans approved by the Board, including the TIP, when such
action is needed to obtain State or Federal approval within a constrained timeframe. This
typically occurs in situations where an MPO meeting is cancelled. Prior to signing/approving
the amendment/modification, the Executive Director must consult with the Board Chairman
and a report describing the change(s) must be provided at the next Board meeting.
Usually due to the cancellation of their meetings, there are occasions when the CAC and TCC
do not have an opportunity to review a proposed TIP amendment or modification prior to its
approval by the MPO Board or Executive Director. In these situations, the proposed
amendment/modification will be scheduled for committee review at their earliest meeting
dates following its approval. In the case of the CAC, the members will also be notified of the
proposed amendment prior to MPO or Executive Director action via email.
The MPO Forward Pinellas also has an interactive web-based TIP tool (see link below) that
allows the public to query and view TIP project information on a map as well as in tabular form.
The interactive web-based TIP tool displays photographs and pop-up windows that are
activated when a user moves their cursor over the project location on a map. The popup
windows summarize information about each project as it appears in the TIP. Efforts are
currently underway to update the interactive tool to an integrated web application on the
Pinellas County geographic information system (GIS). A link to the site will be provided when
the update is completed. That is expected to occur by the end of 2017.
http://www.pinellascounty.org/mpo/PDFs/New%20Interactive%20Map4/InteractiveTIP.pdf

Public Participation Activities for the Traditionally Underserved
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and FDOT
require public participation activities to address the needs of the traditionally underserved. These
include people who have special cultural, racial, economic, language or ethnic characteristics, or
who are low-income, poorly educated or disabled. The MPO Forward Pinellas engages the County’s
underserved through its participation in community events, meetings and workshops that serve
their neighborhoods. These have included the Ridgecrest Community Workshop in Largo, Citizens
Alliance for Progress Health Fair in Tarpon Springs, Lealman Community Association meetings in
unincorporated Pinellas County, Family Fun Day Festival in St. Petersburg and Homeless Coalition
meetings in Pinellas Park. The MPO Forward Pinellas also utilizes libraries within these areas to
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display information about the LRTP and provides survey forms there for residents to provide their
comments on transportation issues of concern.
Pinellas County Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program
The MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ responsibilities as the
designated planning agency (DOPA) for the TD Program
provide additional opportunities for underserved
communities to participate in the planning process.
The TD Program provides low-cost transportation to
individuals
who
qualify
as
“transportation
disadvantaged” as defined by Chapter 427, Florida
Statutes. To qualify as “transportation disadvantaged”
and to receive TD Program services in Pinellas County, a
person must have no means of transportation available,
including family and friends, and have an income of less than 150 percent of the Federal
poverty level.
Public input on matters related to the TD Program is mostly provided through the LCB, which
includes several members who represent low income and physically and mentally impaired
citizens. The LCB meetings also provide opportunities for public comment on matters affecting
the transportation disadvantaged community. Issues addressed through the LCB typically
concern access to medical appointments, job sites, dining halls, disease treatment and
rehabilitation centers, and for sustenance needs (e.g., grocery, bill payment, etc.) for
disadvantaged citizens.
Community workshops are also held periodically to assess the needs of the transportation
disadvantaged community. Workshop participants include social service, transportation
providers and public agencies as well as citizens. The results of the workshops are
incorporated in the TD Service Plan, which sets forth goals and strategies for the Program.
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA)
The MPO Forward Pinellas also relies on its partnership
with and ongoing efforts by PSTA to engage citizens who
are disadvantaged and/or underserved. Opportunities
for these citizens to provide input to PSTA regarding
access to transit service occurs through on-board
surveys with bus riders, staff presentations to civic and
business groups, stakeholder committees, telephone
town halls, social media and the Transit Riders Advisory Committee (TRAC). This committee
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helps PSTA identify ways to improve the delivery of fixed route and paratransit service.
Information resulting from these efforts is reflected in PSTA’s Transit Development Plan and
utilized by the MPO Forward Pinellas in the development of the LRTP and TIP as well as the TD
Service Plan.

Title VI, Limited English Proficiency, and Americans with Disabilities Act
As a recipient of FTA funding, the MPO Forward Pinellas is required to comply with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Limited English Proficiency requirements of Executive Order 13166,
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or
national origin in programs or activities receiving Federal financial
assistance. Presidential Executive Order 13166 addresses services to
those individuals with limited ability to speak English. A Limited English
Proficiency person is one who does not speak English as their primary
language and who has a limited ability to read, speak, write or
understand English. Presidential Executive Order 12898 addresses
environmental justice in minority and low-income populations.
The MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ policy regarding Title VI is not to
discriminate against any person with respect to an MPO Forward
Pinellas program or service and to engage all segments of the population in the transportation
planning process. All notices of MPO Forward Pinellas public hearings and workshops include the
statement below, which reflects this policy.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex,
religion, disability, or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the
Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge)
should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300,
Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062 (V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the
meeting.
The MPO Forward Pinellas website complies with U.S. Section 508 Standards for Electronic and
Information Technology. This provides for access to web content by persons who are vision
impaired. In addition, the MPO Forward Pinellas meetings, which are all televised, provide close
captioning for hearing impaired individuals.
Regarding accessibility for people with disabilities, all MPO Forward Pinellas sponsored event
locations are within one-half mile of a transit route and bus stop and are wheelchair accessible.
When conducting public meetings and workshops, staff also tries to anticipate the targeted
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audience and have translators and suitable materials in alternative formats available when
necessary. In addition, minority news publications may be used for public notices of MPO Forward
Pinellas workshops when their readers are stakeholders in the projects or plans being presented.
In the process of disseminating and collecting survey forms,
staff considers the needs of those who cannot read or write
and will verbally read the survey and record the respondent’s
comments if necessary. Staff also makes surveys available in
alternative formats such as in large type, Braille or Spanish.
For the most recent Pinellas Trail survey conducted in 2014,
staff was aware that a large percentage of trail users in some
locations were of Hispanic origin. Consequently, a survey
from was prepared in Spanish for these individuals and staff
was able to provide instructions to them in their native language as well.
More detailed information on the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ approach to addressing the needs of
individuals under Title VI and who have limited English speaking ability is included in the Title VI
Plan. Both are available on the MPO Forward Pinellas website at the links identified below.



Title VI Plan - http://www.forwardpinellas.org/mpo/PDFs/TitleVI/TitleVIPlan.pdf
LEP Plan - http://www.forwardpinellas.org/mpo/PDFs/DBETitleIV/LEPPlan.pdf

Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanisms
Regular monitoring and review of the MPO Forward Pinellas Public Participation Plan is necessary
in order to determine its effectiveness. A review and assessment of the activities described in the
Plan is conducted periodically and documented in an evaluation report. The report presents MPO
Forward Pinellas public involvement activity conducted in recent years. This includes advisory
committee actions, website traffic, Facebook responses, circulation of brochures, media usage,
survey results and staff outreach activity. Based on the findings of the evaluation review, the
report also includes recommendations for improving the PPP. These reports are reviewed by the
MPO Forward Pinellas advisory committees and the Board. The most recent evaluation was
completed in July, 2015. Recommendations from the 2015 report are reflected in the table, Public
Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness, in the appendix. The table
describes the actions to be taken by the MPO Forward Pinellas to implement the Plan as well as
corresponding measures of effectiveness.
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
Objective 1:

Raise the level of public awareness of Forward Pinellas and understanding of
the transportation planning process in the County and region. Provide
opportunities for interested citizens to participate in the MPO planning process.

Strategy 1.1:

Develop and publish a PPC/MPO printed materials annual report that highlights
the functions, activities and accomplishments of the unified agency Forward
Pinellas related to land use as well as transportation planning.

MOE 1.1:

N/A

Activity/Comments:

 Annual reports and brochures will be posted online and distributed through
email correspondence and public events, workshops and meetings where
MPO or PPC Forward Pinellas staff is present.
 Annual reports will cover noteworthy accomplishments and challenges of the
MPO and PPC Forward Pinellas as well as trends and issues affecting land use
and transportation planning in Pinellas County.
 Brochures will provide information addressing the role and function of
Forward Pinellas as well as associated planning topics, including pedestrian
and bicycle safety, Transportation Disadvantaged Program services, Long
Range Transportation Plan, etc.

Strategy 1.2:

Re-design Maintain and enhance website for consolidated MPO/PPC with
interactive features that allow for easy access to topics and documents,
encourage feedback and provide an enhanced user experience.

MOE 1.2:

Annual increases in number of website hits

Activity/Comments:

 The MPO Forward Pinellas website will continue to be utilized as the primary
public involvement tool and resource, providing the following information on
an ongoing basis:
o Transportation planning news and updates;
o Pages and documents on MPO Forward Pinellas programs and projects;
o MPO Forward Pinellas board and advisory committee meeting notices
and agenda information; and
o MPO Forward Pinellas meeting video archives and Interactive surveys.
 The website will also continue to utilize visualization techniques, such as
interactive maps and illustrative graphics where applicable

Strategy 1.3:

Participate in civic citizen and business group meetings

MOE 1.3:

Participate in a minimum of 10 civic citizen and business group meetings per
year. This includes meetings where MPO Forward Pinellas staff is invited to speak
or serve on a panel and events scheduled by Forward Pinellas to engage local
residents in conversation about planning issues.
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
Activity/Comments:

 Information presented by staff will typically focus on the LRTP or related topic
 Continue to utilize the Pinellas County Speakers Bureau to schedule speaking
appearances in addition to contacting the organizations directly.
 Schedule library talks with staff and local residents

Strategy 1.4:

Participate in community events as exhibitor with display of transportation
planning and/or project information

MOE 1.4:

Present MPO Forward Pinellas planning topics and related materials at a
minimum of ten community events on annual basis

Activity/Comments:

Utilize visualization techniques where applicable. These may include maps,
graphs and other illustrations that highlight key issues for the public.

Strategy 1.5:

Utilize local television stations, including public access television (PCC-TV), to
inform the public about transportation issues and topics and the role of the
MPO Forward Pinellas

MOE 1.5:

All MPO Forward Pinellas Board meetings shall be televised on PCC-TV.

Activity/Comments:

 Continue to work with the Pinellas County Communications Department to
arrange for information about MPO Forward Pinellas plans and programs
and related topics to be presented on PCC-TV through video productions
such as Etown Halls.
 Work with other public and private radio and TV stations to inform the
public about transportation topics such as bicycle and pedestrian safety and
complete streets

Strategy 1.6:

Set up unattended print and electronic visual displays during LRTP development
at public venues such as libraries, city halls and the courthouse with public
feedback/survey cards

MOE 1.6:

At least 25 percent of public venues utilized shall be in areas serving
environmental justice communities

Activity/Comments:

Create display boards to provide information and collect citizen input.

Strategy 1.7:

Partner with local governments and other agencies to obtain data on public
opinions relative to the LRTP

MOE 1.7:

The LRTP shall include public input resulting from survey and outreach activities
of the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ partner agencies, including FDOT District 7,
PSTA, TBARTA, and local governments.

Activity/Comments:

 Work with other agencies and local governments to collect survey/public
input information relative to the LRTP
 Coordinate outreach efforts with TBARTA and other transportation agencies
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
Strategy 1.8:

Utilize social media to inform citizens of transportation issues and topics
relevant to the MPO Forward Pinellas planning program and provide
opportunities for feedback

MOE 1.8:

 Annual increases in number of likes on MPO the Forward Pinellas Facebook
page and individual posts
 Annual increases in number of Twitter followers

Activity/Comments:

 Social media sites will be promoted through printed materials such as
agenda cover sheets, summary reports, and display boards. Links to the sites
will be provided on the website.
 Advertisements shall also be purchased on Facebook periodically, as
necessary, to encourage more “likes.”
 Explore opportunities to expand MPO Forward Pinellas’ presence on other
social media applications such as Youtube and email software.
 Use blog site to share commentary on transportation topics and elicit
feedback from citizens.

Strategy 1.9:

Utilize Forward Pinellas survey instruments as well as those distributed and
collected by partner agencies to collect assess public input on issues and topics
associated with the LRTP and related programs

MOE 1.9:

Biennial increase in number of completed surveys Obtain multiple survey
responses from each of the County’s 14 planning sectors (see Appendix B)
during the five-year periods preceding adoption of the LRTP.

Activity/Comments:

 Continue to make online survey available on the Utilize MPO the Forward
Pinellas website to provide survey online
 Distribute survey in paper form at public events and meetings where MPO
Forward Pinellas staff is present
 Employ more specialized survey instruments as necessary for purposes such
as to identifying the needs of transportation disadvantaged citizens and the
travel patterns of Pinellas Trail users

Strategy 1.10:

Utilize Distribute survey instrument to attendees of Forward Pinellas sponsored
public outreach events assess public awareness regarding the MPO’s role and
responsibilities to assess effectiveness of presentation and provide opportunity
for them to sign up for mailing list.

MOE 1.10:

Biennial increase in percentage of survey respondents indicating they are aware
of MPO responsibilities and functions Completed survey forms from at least 75
percent of attendees
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
Activity/Comments:

 Distribute survey in paper form at public events and meetings where MPO
Forward Pinellas staff is present
 Continue to make online survey available on the MPO website
 Explore the use of remote voting technology at public meetings and events
to improve the effectiveness of the survey process (also applies to Strategy
1.9).

Objective 2:

Maximize opportunities for public participation in the transportation planning
process.

Strategy 2.1:

All venues utilized by the MPO Forward Pinellas for public workshops shall be
accessible by transit and compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA).

MOE 2.1:

All MPO Forward Pinellas workshop and meeting locations will be within onehalf mile of a bus route and ADA compliant

Activity/Comments:




When not held at the MPO Forward Pinellas offices or County courthouse,
the MPO Forward Pinellas shall continue to rely on the use of other public
buildings, including PSTA headquarters, for its workshops
Use checklist to ensure all meeting details are considered, including
newspaper advertisements and/or notices, social media and website
outreach, printed materials and graphics needed for meeting, facility
arrangements, etc.

Objective 3:

Maintain contact with interested citizens and key stakeholders throughout the
process of developing MPO Forward Pinellas plans and projects.

Strategy 3.1:

Identify key contacts representing local interest groups and initiate
communication and correspondence with them, as deemed appropriate, in the
process of seeking public input on topics related to the LRTP.

MOE 3.1:

Annual increases in total number of MPO Forward Pinellas mailing list recipients

Activity/Comments:

 Continue to maintain and develop email database for informing key contacts
about the latest developments in the LRTP update process and related
programs.
 Key contact list shall include representatives of governments, neighborhood
associations, civic groups, chambers of commerce, freight carrier and airport
representatives, public and private transportation providers and human
service agencies that serve women and minority groups and persons with
disabilities.

Strategy 3.2:

Utilize advisory committee network to collect information from local
governments, transportation agencies, and citizens on issues relative to the
LRTP
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
MOE 3.2:

Activity/Comments:

All local government, agencies and citizen representatives who are members of
the MPO Forward Pinellas advisory committees shall have ample opportunities
to provide comment on all elements of the LRTP as they are being developed.
Continue to work with MPO Forward Pinellas advisory committees to collect
input from representatives of local governments, transportation agencies, and
citizens.

Objective 4

Promptly respond to citizen inquiries about transportation issues and concerns

Strategy 4.1:

Provide feedback on all questions and comments received on transportation
issues and topics related to MPO Forward Pinellas functions and responsibilities.

MOE 4.1:

All questions and inquiries received by MPO Forward Pinellas staff via email or
phone shall be answered within 24 hours

Activity/Comments:

People with questions or comments not related to MPO Forward Pinellas
functions or responsibilities shall be referred to the appropriate agency.

Objective 5

Involve traditionally under-served persons, including minority, low-income and
elderly citizens or those addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
in the development and review of transportation plans

Strategy 5.1:

Continue to provide accommodations for people with disabilities and who do
not speak English to participate in MPO Forward Pinellas sponsored events.

MOE 5.1:







All MPO Forward Pinellas public hearing notices shall indicate availability of
translators
All MPO Forward Pinellas meetings and events shall provide
accommodations for disadvantaged citizens in accordance with ADA
requirements and in coordination with the Pinellas County Human Rights
Department
All MPO Forward Pinellas printed materials and documents distributed to
the public shall be produced in a format that is clearly understandable to a
layperson.
All MPO Forward Pinellas web pages shall be published in compliance with
U.S. Section 508 Standards for Electronic and Information Technology

Activity/Comments:

 Include statement in meeting/public hearing advertisements indicating
availability of translators.
 Provide translators, TTY relay, electronic amplifiers, large fonts in print
materials and Braille translations as needed/requested for persons with
disabilities at MPO Forward Pinellas sponsored meetings and other events

Strategy 5.2:

Work with human service agencies and healthcare and social service providers to
identify issues and collect input related to the needs of the traditionally
underserved.
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
MOE 5.2:




Attend at least one Health and Human Services Coalition meeting per year
No less than 50 percent of the Local Coordinating Board membership shall
continue to represent the interests of the traditionally underserved

Activity/Comments:

The MPO Forward Pinellas will continue to take advantage of opportunities
provided through the Transportation Disadvantaged Program to engage
traditionally underserved citizens in the planning process.

Strategy 5.3:

Collect input from low income and minority individuals and focus groups on
LRTP issues.

MOE 5.3:

All focus group activity shall include representation from low income and
minority communities

Activity/Comments:

Gather feedback of low income and minority individuals through discussion,
distribution and collection of survey forms at public events, meetings and
workshops.

Objective 6

Inform and educate incoming MPO Forward Pinellas Board and advisory
committee members regarding the MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ functions,
responsibilities and programs.

Strategy 6.1:

Ensure new MPO Forward Pinellas board and advisory committee members are
informed regarding their roles and responsibilities relative to the MPO Forward
Pinellas and/or advisory committee of which they are a member.

MOE 6.1:

 All new incoming Board members shall be briefed by the MPO/PPC Forward
Pinellas Executive Director regarding their roles and responsibilities prior to
their first meeting
 Provide opportunity for each MPO Forward Pinellas Board member to attend
MPOAC Institute training
 An orientation session for CAC members will be conducted by MPO Forward
Pinellas staff on an annual basis
 Newly appointed CAC members shall be briefed by staff regarding the
committee’s role and responsibilities and provided corresponding
informational materials
 Work with CAC members to identify topics of which they would like further
information and included in future agendas

Activity/Comments:

 Use the CAC orientation meetings as an opportunity for questions and
answers relating to the function of the committee
 Consider development of a informational brochure or summary for
distribution to CAC members

Objective 7

Ensure the objectives of the Public Participation Plan are achieved
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Public Participation Objectives, Strategies and Measures of Effectiveness (MOE)
Strategy 7.1:

Conduct evaluations to gauge the effectiveness of PPP strategies and
recommend changes based on the findings as necessary to improve the Plan’s
performance

MOE 7.2:

Complete PPP evaluation and associated report biennially or within two years
following adoption of amendments resulting from the evaluation.

Activity/Comments:




Evaluation reports and follow-up PPP amendments shall be presented to
the advisory committees and MPO Forward Pinellas Board for review and
approval.
Develop template for tracking progress of PPP strategies that can be
incorporated in the evaluation reports and utilized to streamline the
evaluation process
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Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization
Internet Social Network Policy
The Forward Pinellas Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) public outreach
objectives and strategies are identified in its Public Participation Plan (PPP). An update to the Plan
in 2011 introduced the utilization of social media to the MPO’s Forward Pinellas toolkit of public
involvement strategies. The Plan calls for the use of social media/networking sites (e.g., Facebook,
Twitter and Youtube) for the distribution of news and information regarding MPO Forward Pinellas
projects, programs and events and also as a means to collect citizen feedback on MPO Forward
Pinellas activities and related transportation issues.
The Pinellas County Attorney’s Office has drafted policies governing the use of social networking
sites by departments maintaining websites on the County server under the authority of the County
Administrator. The MPO Forward Pinellas website resides on the County server. This report
outlines policies and procedures intended to guide the use of social media tools by the MPO
Forward Pinellas in accordance with the social network policy draft provided by the County
Attorney’s Office.
The Pinellas County Communications Department is responsible for providing oversight and
monitoring all web applications operating on the County server under the authority of the County
Administrator. Their duties include developing new protocols, branding and policy changes,
technical announcements/issues, providing written authorization prior to initiating any pilot
projects and quality control. The MPO Forward Pinellas web manager works directly with
Communications Department staff for technical support in the administration and management of
the website. That relationship is anticipated to continue regarding administration of social media
applications.
The social networking programs and applications currently being utilized by the MPO Forward
Pinellas in carrying out its PPP objectives include Twitter, Facebook and TellUsPinellas, an online
conversation forum. The use of these applications is discussed in the PPP. The MPO Forward
Pinellas anticipates expanding its use of social media on an ongoing basis to improve the reach and
effectiveness of its PPP. Therefore, the policies and procedures described here apply to other
social networking applications the MPO Forward Pinellas may use in the future, in addition to
those currently in use.
MPO Forward Pinellas Social Media Policies
With its growing popularity and large number of users, social media has far reaching potential as a
tool for engaging the public in the MPO planning process. But with this communication tool
comes a responsibility to ensure that correspondence posted by MPO Forward Pinellas staff is fact
based and non-biased, maintained and updated on a regular basis, compliant with applicable laws
and County policies and not a source for creating new public documents. Listed below is a set of
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policies that encompass these responsibilities and provide guidelines for the establishment and
operation of social networking sites.
1.

MPO Forward Pinellas social networking sites shall be supervised and administered by the
MPO Forward Pinellas web manager with technical assistance provided by the Pinellas
County Communications Department.

2.

The web manager shall be responsible for reviewing all information before it is posted on
social networking sites to ensure that the material is appropriate for public viewing.

3.

All MPO Forward Pinellas social networking sites shall adhere to Florida Sunshine Law, Public
Records Law and all other applicable state, Federal and local laws, regulations and policies
including all information technology and records management policies of Pinellas County.

4.

MPO Forward Pinellas social networking sites and entries shall clearly indicate that any
articles and content posted or submitted for posting are subject to public disclosure.

5.

The MPO Forward Pinellas shall include an introductory statement on its social networking
sites that clearly specify their purpose and topical scope. The MPO’s Forward Pinellas social
networking sites shall link back to the MPO its website for forms, documents and other
information.

6.

The MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ social networking comments containing any of the following
forms of content shall not be posted:
a. Comments not topically related to the particular site being commented upon;
b. Profane language or content;
c. Content that promotes, fosters, or perpetuates discrimination on the basis of race, creed,
color, age, religion, gender, marital status, status with regard to public assistance,
national origin, physical or mental disability or sexual orientation;
d. Sexual content or links to sexual content;
e. Solicitations of commerce;
f. Conduct or encouragement of illegal activity;
g. Information that may tend to compromise the safety or security of the public or public
systems; or
h. Content that violates a legal ownership interest of any other party.

7.

All social networking sites shall clearly indicate they are maintained by the MPO Forward
Pinellas and shall have MPO staff contact information prominently displayed.

8.

The MPO Forward Pinellas shall use a general office e-mail account for its social networking
sites.
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9.

The MPO Forward Pinellas shall not follow private citizen or commercial profiles from within
its social networking profile.

10. The MPO’s Forward Pinellas’ communication on social networking sites shall be one-way.
After its initial posting, the MPO Forward Pinellas will not respond to subsequent viewer
comments/messages.
11. Videos, captions and transcripts shall be compliant with Section 508 (29 U.S.C. 794 d) to
ensure disabled employees and members of the public have access to information that is
comparable to access available to others. For video captions and transcriptions, when
available, captions should be included within the videos.
12. Photos uploaded to MPO Forward Pinellas social networking sites shall be labeled and text
captions and descriptions shall also be provided when social networking sites make these
fields available.
13. The MPO Forward Pinellas logo shall be used as the agency picture on social networking
sites.
14. The MPO Forward Pinellas shall avoid creating new material on social networking sites.
Instead, material from existing websites or previously published documents shall be used.
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Review Process for Amending and Modifying Forward Pinellas Plans and Work Programs
Review/Action
Document/Action

Basis for Amendment/
Modification

BPAC

TCC

CAC

LCB

FP
Board

Pub.
Hrg.+

Roll Call
Vote

Agency
Review
**

X

X

FDOT,
FHWA,
FTA, FAA

Schedule
Requirements/Notes

++Fiscal
Constra
int

Notice
Method

Long Range Transportation Plan
Amendment

Adding or deleting projects,
major changes to project
costs, initiation dates or
design concepts and scopes

X*

X

X

X

Modification

Minor changes (e.g., map
corrections, revisions for TIP
consistency, adding
unfunded projects)

X*

X

X

X

FDOT,
FHWA,
FTA, FAA
(advise
of
change)

X

FDOT,
FHWA

X

website,
social media,
agenda
distribution
website,
social media,
agenda
distribution

Unified Planning Work Program
Amendment

Change to approved FHWA
budget for the UPWP; and/or
scope of task; and
addition or deletion of a task

Modification

Doesn't change approved
FHWA budget, scope of task
or add/delete task
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FDOT has 10 days to
review and FHWA has
10 subsequent days to
provide a response.
Pursuant to Board
resolution, Executive
has authority to
approve amendments
as necessary. Board is
informed in situations
when this occurs.

agenda
distribution

FDOT,
FHWA
(advise
of
change)
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Review Process for Amending and Modifying Forward Pinellas Plans and Work Programs
Review/Action
Document/Action

Basis for Amendment/
Modification

BPAC

TCC

CAC

X

X

X

LCB

FP
Board

Pub.
Hrg.+

X

X

X

X

X

X

Roll Call
Vote

Agency
Review
**

Schedule
Requirements/Notes

++Fiscal
Constra
int

Notice
Method

Public Participation Plan
Amendment

Substantive revision to
objectives, strategy or
measure of effectiveness

Modification

Minor changes and updates
to narrative, descriptions,
use of public involvement
tools, discussion of activities

FDOT,
FHWA,
FTA,
FAA***

45 day open comment
period before board
action

FDOT,
OPP,
FAMO

Minimum 7 day public
notice required prior
to FP Board meeting.
OPP reviews and
forwards State TIP
amendment requests
to FAMO. They
consolidate all
requests into single
amendment
submission to FHWA.

website,
social media,
agenda
distribution
website,
social media

Transportation Improvement Program
Amendment

Addition or deletion of
project or change that
impacts fiscal constraint or
changes scope of work.
Priority list changes involving
project rankings, addition of
projects
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Review Process for Amending and Modifying Forward Pinellas Plans and Work Programs
Review/Action
Document/Action

Basis for Amendment/
Modification

BPAC

Modification or
Administrative
Amendment

Modification is revision
involving minor changes to
project phase costs, funding
sources of previously
included projects and phase
initiation dates.
Administrative amendment
occurs during three month
gap, July-September,
between state and federal
fiscal years when projects
added to year one of new
tentative FDOT Work
Program must be added to
current year TIP.
Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan
Amendment

Substantial adjustment of
planned facility alignment,
extents or location or
addition or removal of
planned facility

Modification

Change to narrative or
description, map correction,
update of map template or
base map information,
designation of existing
facility
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X

TCC

CAC

X

X

LCB

FP
Board

Pub.
Hrg.+

X

X

X

X

X

Roll Call
Vote

Agency
Review
**
FDOT,
OPP,
FAMO

Schedule
Requirements/Notes

++Fiscal
Constra
int

Notice
Method
website,
social media,
agenda
distribution

Bicycle Pedestrian
Master Plan is an
element of LRTP.
Amendment requires
LRTP modification.

website,
social media,
agenda
distribution

reflected in
on-line
Master Plan
and GIS

Page D3

Review Process for Amending and Modifying Forward Pinellas Plans and Work Programs
Review/Action
Document/Action

Basis for Amendment/
Modification

BPAC

TCC

CAC

LCB

FP
Board

X

X

Pub.
Hrg.+

Roll Call
Vote

Agency
Review
**

Schedule
Requirements/Notes

++Fiscal
Constra
int

Notice
Method

Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan
Amendment

Change to service plan
element affecting program
operations

Modification

Change to Plan narrative,
descriptions, corrections
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(advise
of
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online TDSP
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Notes:
*If proposed amendment is related to bicycle/pedestrian issue, project,
etc.
**Where federal agency review is required, FDOT provides amendment and supporting documentation to them
***During annual/quadrennial certification reviews
+Public hearing records public comments into official public record
++Amendment must include assurance of fiscal
constraint
1) Website notice of public hearings provides email link for individuals to comment on proposed amendment(s) if they are unable to attend the hearing in
person.
2) The Forward Pinellas Executive Director has the authority to approve amendments/modifications to plans and programs approved by the Board, including the LRTP, when
such action is needed to obtain State or Federal approval within a constrained timeframe. This policy was adopted by MPO resolution in 2008. It also stipulates that the
Executive Director consult with the Board Chairman prior to executing the amendments and that a report describing the amendments be provided to the Forward Pinellas Board
at their next meeting.

Key:
BPAC - Bicycle Pedetrian Advisory Committee

FP - Forward Pinellas

CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee

FTA - Federal Transit Administration

CTD - Florida Commission for the Transportation
Disadvantaged
FAA - Federal Aviation Administration

GIS - geographic information system

FAMO - Federal Aid Management Office

OPP - Office of Policy Planning (FDOT)

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation

TCC - Technical Coordinating Committee

LCB - Local Coordinating Board

FHWA - Federal Highway Administration
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GLOSSARY OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING TERMS

ADVANCED TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS (ATMS) – Intelligent Transportation System (ITS)
technology that focuses on the coordination of traffic signal timing. It integrates hardware,
equipment and technology, such as advanced vehicle detectors, closed circuit (CC) TV cameras and
other electronic communication systems, to operate the traffic signals more efficiently.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) – Prohibits discrimination against people with
disabilities in employment, transportation, public accommodation, communications, and
governmental activities. It applies to all publicly funded transportation facilities and transit vehicles
and requires transit agencies to provide complementary paratransit service within the fixed-route
service area to those persons unable to use fixed-route service because of a disability.
AVERAGE ANNUAL DAILY TRAFFIC (AADT) – The total volume of traffic on a highway segment for
one year, divided by the number of days in the year.
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC) – MPO Forward Pinellas appointed
committee comprised of representatives of various government agencies, law enforcement
officials and private citizens interested in bicycle and pedestrian issues. The BPAC advises the MPO
Forward Pinellas on matters concerning the planning and development of bicycle and pedestrian
facilities and encouraging bicycling and walking in Pinellas County and the region.
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN – An element of the MPO Forward Pinellas Long Range
Transportation Plan, the Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan identifies existing trails, bicycle lanes and
sidewalks throughout Pinellas County. The Plan serves as a guide for the planning and
development of a comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian facility network that seeks to make these
travel modes viable alternatives the personal automobile for commuting as well as recreational
purposes.
BIKES ON BUSES – Allows Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) riders to mount their bikes on
racks installed at the front end of PSTA buses to continue their trip as a bus passenger. The racks
accommodate up to two bikes. Bike on bus accommodations are also offered in Hillsborough
through Hillsborough Area Regional Transit (HART) and Pasco County through Pasco County Public
Transportation (PCPT).
BUS RAPID TRANSIT – A flexible high performance form of premium transit that combines features
of rail systems with those of on-road vehicles, and is characterized by being able to operate in
special purpose lanes or on city streets. BRT stations are used as an intermodal hub and activity
center for the community. Service is frequent enough that passengers do not need a schedule.
Intelligent transportation system (ITS) technology keeps track of vehicles, provides passengers with
updated travel information, and improves safety.
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CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) – Comprised of citizens representing municipal area and
at-large membership appointed by the MPO Forward Pinellas to review transportation issues and
topics before they are presented to the Board. They are the primary conduit for public input in the
MPO planning process.
COMMISSION FOR THE TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED (CTD) - An independent State agency
responsible for the coordination of transportation services for older adults, persons with
disabilities and low income and children at-risk. The CTD is responsible for overseeing local
Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) programs, designating local planning agencies, approving the
appointment of community transportation coordinators and contracting with CTCs and State
transportation providers.
COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION COORDINATOR (CTC) – Responsible for managing the operations
of the Pinellas County Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program and for the delivery of trips to
individuals qualified to receive services through the Program. The Pinellas Suncoast Transit
Authority (PSTA) is the designated CTC for Pinellas County.
CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROCESS (CMP) – A systematic process designed to address
transportation problems through the implementation of small scale physical improvements and
strategies designed to improve the operations, safety and efficiency of all travel modes.
DESIGNATED OFFICIAL PLANNING AGENCY (DOPA) – Provides planning services in accordance
with Chapter 427, F.S., for the local Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program. These include
staff support to the Local Coordinating Board (LCB), evaluation of the local community
transportation coordinator (CTC) and the administration and implementation of the TD Service
Plan. The MPO Forward Pinellas serves as the DOPA in Pinellas County.
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (EJ) – The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development,
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws regulations and policies. Environmental
justice is a mandate of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the result of Executive Order
12898 signed by President Clinton in 1994.
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION (FHWA) – An agency within the U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) that supports State and local governments in the design, construction, and
maintenance of the Nation’s highway system (Federal Aid Highway Program) and various federally
and tribal owned lands (Federal Lands Highway Program). Through financial and technical
assistance to State and local governments, FHWA is responsible for ensuring the safety of the
County’s roads and highways.
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FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) – Provides financial and technical assistance to local
public transit systems, including buses, subways, light rail, commuter rail, trolleys and ferries. FTA
also oversees safety measures and helps develop next-generation technology.
FIXING AMERICA’S SURFACE TRANSPORTATION (FAST) ACT – The FAST Act was signed into law in
2015. It authorized over $305 billion in long-term funding for surface transportation infrastructure
planning and investment, including highway, highway and motor vehicle safety, public
transportation, motor carrier safety, hazardous materials safety, rail, and research, technology,
and statistics programs. The FAST Act succeeds the 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), 1998 Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21st Century (MAP 21) Act and the 1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA).
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) – Formed in 1969, FDOT is a decentralized
agency responsible for the development, maintenance and regulation of public transportation
systems and facilities in the state. The mission of FDOT is to provide a safe transportation system
that ensures the mobility of people and goods, enhances economic prosperity, and preserves the
quality of the environment and local communities.
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) WORK PROGRAM – This is the State FiveYear Work Program of transportation improvements prepared in accordance with Section 339.135,
Florida Statutes. It provides direction on where and when to build projects and how to fund them.
The first year of the program authorizes FDOT to expend funds to complete the scheduled
projects. The last four years of scheduled projects are included for planning purposes. The FDOT
Work Program is also included in the MPO Forward Pinellas Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP).
FLORIDA TRANSPORTATION PLAN (FTP) - Defines Florida’s future transportation vision and
identifies goals, objectives, and strategies to accomplish that vision. The FTP is the statewide long
range transportation plan for all of Florida.
FORWARD PINELLAS – Countywide land use and transportation planning agency resulting from the
consolidation of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Pinellas Planning Council (PPC)
in 2014. The agency is served by a 13 member board representing the County’s local governments
and the Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA).
HILLSBOROUGH AREA REGIONAL TRANSIT (HART) – The primary transit provider in Hillsborough
County, HART provides fixed route bus and door to door paratransit service and operates the
Tampa Electric Company (TECO) Line Streetcar System.
INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (ITS) – Encompasses a broad range of advanced
technology solutions designed to improve the efficiency and safety of transportation facilities and
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services. Examples of ITS technology include coordinated traffic signal controls, smart phone
applications to monitor traffic conditions, variable message signs, intersection cameras monitoring
vehicle speeds and automated bus fare systems.
LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS) – A qualitative measure of roadway performance expressed in letter
grades ranging from A through F, with A roads operating under optimum free-flow conditions and
F roads operating under the most deficient conditions characterized by forced-flow traffic with
considerable delays.
LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY (LEP) – Refers to individuals whose primary language is not English
and have difficulty communicating effectively in English. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
requires MPOs and other recipients of federal funding to take reasonable steps to make their
programs, services and activities accessible to persons with LEP. The MPO Title VI Plan includes an
element addressing the agency’s approach to accommodating people who are LEP.
LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD (LCB) – A 15 member board comprised of representatives of the
MPO Forward Pinellas Board, social service agencies, PSTA, private transportation providers,
School District, FDOT and citizens responsible for governing the Pinellas County Transportation
Disadvantaged Program. The LCB identifies local service needs and provides information, advice
and direction to the Community Transportation Coordinator (CTC) on the coordination of services
to be provided to the transportation disadvantaged within their local service area. The LCB also
serves as an advisory committee to the MPO Forward Pinellas, which is the designated official
planning agency (DOPA) for the Pinellas County Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program.
LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) – A 20-year strategy plan developed to guide the
investment of public funds in transportation facilities while addressing all major modes of
transportation including automobile, bicycle, air, rail, surface freight, and pedestrian travel. The
LRTP is a federal MPO requirement that also identifies the transportation goals, objectives and
priorities of Pinellas County and the region.
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) – Created under federal and state law to
provide a forum for cooperative decision-making in regard to regional transportation issues.
Metropolitan planning organizations ensure that existing and future expenditures of governmental
funds for transportation projects and programs are based on a continuing, cooperative, and
comprehensive (“3-C”) planning process. Membership includes elected and appointed officials
representing local jurisdictions and transportation agencies.
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ADVISORY COUNCIL (MPOAC) – A statewide
organization created by the Florida Legislature to augment the role of the individual MPOs in the
cooperative transportation planning process. The MPOAC assists MPOs in carrying out the
urbanized area transportation planning process by serving as the principal forum for collective
policy decisions.
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY ACTION PLAN (PSAP) – Developed by the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) through the collaborative efforts of the MPO Forward Pinellas and
community stakeholders, the PSAP is designed to help local government agencies address
pedestrian crash issues specific to their jurisdiction. It is intended to help these agencies
understand the tools and organizational changes necessary to improve pedestrian safety.
PINELLAS PLANNING COUNCIL (PPC) – Pursuant to a special act of the State Legislature (Chapter
88-464, Laws of Florida), the PPC serves as the advisory body to the Countywide Planning
Authority, and is responsible for coordinating countywide land use planning and maintaining and
implementing the Countywide Plan. The PPC and Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
consolidated in 2014 and now serve under a joint policy making board operating as Forward
Pinellas.
PINELLAS SUNCOAST TRANSIT AUTHORITY (PSTA) – The primary provider of public transportation
services in Pinellas County. Their services include fixed route bus and the transport of individuals
with disabilities through their Dial-A-Ride Transit (DART) program.
PINELLAS TRAIL SECURITY TASK FORCE (PTSTF) – Comprised of elected officials, law enforcement
personnel and County staff, the PTSTF monitors and addresses issues affecting the safety of the
Pinellas Trail.
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT (PD&E) STUDY – A process developed to ensure
that the design of transportation projects appropriately reflects and incorporates the unique
engineering and community characteristics of the area. The FDOT created the process to ensure
that projects receiving Federal aid follow the policies and procedures outlined in the National
Environmental Policy Act.
PUBLIC HEARING - Formal meetings required by regulation, rule or policy where public comments
are recorded into official public record. Public hearings invite public comment but do not offer a
question-and-answer format as is typically provided for at a public meeting.
RIGHT OF WAY (ROW) – A type of land easement, either granted or reserved, for transportation
and/or utility purposes.
ROAD SAFETY AUDIT (RSA) - Formal safety performance examination of a road or intersection by
an independent, multidisciplinary team. It qualitatively estimates and reports on potential road
safety issues and identifies opportunities for improvements for all users.
ST. PETE-CLEARWATER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (PIE) – Located in the mid-county Gateway area,
PIE is an international, commercial service airport operating under the authority of the Board of
County Commissioners.
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL (SRTS) PROGRAM – Funded and managed by the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT), the SRTS Program helps communities address school transportation needs
while encouraging more students to walk or bicycle to school. The SRTS Program provides funding
for projects such as sidewalks, shared-use paths, flashing beacons and median refuge islands.
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE (STSC) - Established by the MPO in 1998, the
STSC is made up of representatives of the School Board, Board of County Commissioners and local
municipalities. The STSC considers transportation and safety matters concerning the safe
movement of students traveling to and from school. They serve in an advisory capacity to the MPO
Forward Pinellas.
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS PLAN – Approved by the Forward Pinellas Board in 2017, this Plan
guides the communication efforts of Forward Pinellas as it relates to land use as well as
transportation planning. The Strategic Communications Plan complements and is consistent with
the PPP.
STRATEGIC INTERMODAL SYSTEM (SIS) –The Governor and Legislature established the SIS in 2003
to focus the state’s limited transportation resources on the facilities most significant for
interregional, interstate, and international travel. The SIS is the state’s highest priority for
transportation capacity investments and a primary focus for implementing the Florida
Transportation Plan (FTP), the state’s long-range transportation vision and policy plan.
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (STP) – A block grant program authorized under the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act that allows for flexibility in State and local
transportation decisions and provides flexible funding to address multimodal transportation
needs.
TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL (TBRPC) – One of 11 regional planning councils in
Florida, established by the Legislature to coordinate planning for the 43 jurisdictions in the Tampa
Bay region. Specific duties include environmental management, economic analysis, and water
quality, emergency preparedness, and hurricane evacuation planning.
TAMPA BAY AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (TBARTA ) – Created by the Florida
State Legislature in 2007 to develop and implement a Regional Transportation Master Plan for the
seven-county West Central Florida region consisting of Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee,
Pasco, Pinellas and Sarasota counties. Their purpose is to improve mobility and expand multimodal
transportation options for passengers and freight throughout the seven-county region.
TAMPA BAY AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (TBARTA) CITIZENS ADVISORY
COMMTTEE (CAC) – Comprised of residents and business representatives from the Tampa Bay
area, members are appointed by the TBARTA Board to advise them on a range of regional
Forward Pinellas Public Participation Plan
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transportation issues. They are also responsible for assisting in the development and maintenance
of a multimodal transportation master plan. There are 25 members serving on the TBARTA CAC.
TAMPA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (TIA) – The largest airport in the Tampa Bay region, TIA is a
public airport that opened in 1971 at its current location six miles west of downtown Tampa. The
Airport serves more than 16 million daily passengers.
TECHNICAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE (TCC) – Represents local governments, the School
District, PSTA, PPC, and Pinellas County. They assist the MPO Forward Pinellas by reviewing
transportation plans and programs and making recommendations based on their technical
adequacy. There are 31 voting members on the Committee.
TITLE VI – Refers to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, and national origin in programs and activities receiving federal financial
assistance.
TITLE VI PLAN – As a direct recipient of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funds, the MPO
Forward Pinellas is required to document its compliance with Title VI requirements through the
submittal of a Title VI Program once every three years. This documentation is included in the MPO
Title VI Plan. Included in the documentation is the process involved in submitting and investigating
a Title VI complaint, public involvement efforts targeting environmental justice communities,
minority representation on advisory committees and providing people with limited English
proficiency (LEP) access to the MPO planning process.
TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN (TDP) – PSTA’s planning, development and operational guidance
document required for Florida Public Transit Block Grant funding. The TDP is used in creating the
mass transit elements of the MPO Forward Pinellas Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the FDOT Work Program.
TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT (TOD) – A type of community development that includes a
mixture of housing, office, retail and/or other amenities integrated into a walkable neighborhood
and located within a half-mile of a transit stop or terminal.
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES (TA) – Provides Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG)
program funding for projects and activities encompassing a variety of smaller-scale transportation
projects such as pedestrian and bicycle facilities, recreational trails, safe routes to school projects,
community improvements such as historic preservation and vegetation management, and
environmental mitigation related to stormwater and habitat connectivity. The MPO Forward
Pinellas adopts a priority list of projects for TA funding each year for inclusion in the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).
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TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT (TDM) – The application of strategies and policies to
reduce demand for single occupant vehicle (SOV) travel and vehicle miles traveled (VMT).
Common TDM strategies include the promotion of vanpooling services, transit use, and
telecommuting.
TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED (TD) PROGRAM – Supported by funding provided through
the Florida TD Trust Fund, the TD Program provides low cost transportation to individuals who,
because of a physical or mental disability, income status, or age are unable to transport
themselves or purchase transportation. For these individuals who do not already receive
transportation services from a sponsoring agency, the TD Program provides them access to health
care, employment, education, shopping, social activities, and other life-sustaining activities.
Children who are handicapped or “high risk” or “at risk,” as defined in Ch. 411, F.S., also qualify for
TD Program services
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) – A five-year program of transportation
improvements adopted annually by the MPO Forward Pinellas. The TIP incorporates state and
federal work programs along with the capital improvement programs/elements of the local
governments within Pinellas County.
TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT AREA (TMA) – Urbanized areas with populations of over
200,000 are designated as TMAs and are subject to federal planning requirements. The Tampa Bay
TMA is populated by over 2.4 million people and includes portions of Hillsborough and Pasco
counties and nearly all of Pinellas County. Transportation plans and programs within a TMA must
be carried out by the MPO(s) in cooperation with the state and transit operators and based on a
continuing and comprehensive planning process.
TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TMMAC) - Includes elected
officials and technical representatives that meet for the purpose of coordinating intelligent
transportation system (ITS) planning and implementing and overseeing the Congestion
Management Process (CMP) in Pinellas County. They provide input to MPO Forward Pinellas
decisions on these subjects. There are 20 voting members on the TMMAC.
TRANSPORTATION REGIONAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM (TRIP) – State funded program created to
improve regionally significant transportation facilities in "regional transportation areas". The funds
are intended to provide incentives for local governments and the private sector to help pay for
critically needed projects that benefit regional travel and commerce.
TRI-COUNTY BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC) – Comprised of BPAC
representatives from Pinellas, Pasco and Hillsborough counties, the Tri-County BPAC formed in
2015 to coordinate planning efforts involving the development of regional bicycle/pedestrian
facilities and to address regional issues affecting with these travel modes.
Forward Pinellas Public Participation Plan
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UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP) – Federally required biennial statement of MPO
planning work. The UPWP includes a description of planning tasks and resulting products, agencies
that will perform the work, time frames for completing the work, and associated costs and the
source(s) of funds.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (USDOT) – Established in 1966, the USDOT is
a federal Cabinet department responsible for ensuring a fast, safe, efficient, accessible and
convenient transportation system that meets vital national interests and enhances the quality of life
of American citizens. The agency oversees the operations of several subsidiary agencies that
include the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), Federal Railroad Administration and Maritime
Administration.
VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED (VMT) – Calculated by multiplying the average (mean) of the total
average annual daily traffic volume (AADT) by the length of the segment where the data is
collected, in centerline miles. It is used to identify travel habits within an urbanized area.
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Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – October 16, 2017
8. SPOTLight Emphasis Areas Update

SUMMARY
Forward Pinellas staff will provide a brief update on the status of activities related to the three SPOTlight emphasis
areas.



Vision for U.S. Highway 19 Corridor



Gateway Area Master Plan



Enhancing Beach Access

ATTACHMENT(S): None
ACTION: None Required; Informational Item Only

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – October 16, 2017
9A.-F. BPAC Business

A. December BPAC Meeting Schedule
It is the practice of the BPAC to cancel the December meeting in order to accommodate end of year holidays.
As Hurricane Irma forced the cancellation of the September 18th meeting, the Committee is requested to
discuss their meeting schedule for the remainder of the 2017 calendar year.
B. Pedestrian Safety Awareness Proclamation 2017, October 29 through November 5
Pedestrian safety is serious business in Pinellas County and across the state as Florida continues to rank
among the nation’s worst with respect to pedestrian fatalities. Defined as ‘vulnerable users’ of our
transportation system, pedestrians are just people. And people are everywhere.
Forward Pinellas, in its role as the metropolitan planning organization, has recognized the importance of
pedestrian safety and has supported an annual media campaign to increase the general awareness of
pedestrians, especially at crosswalks and intersections. This annual media campaign is designed to bring
increased awareness to the critical issue of vulnerable user safety especially as it relates to children, the
occurrence of Halloween, and the Daylight Saving Time change. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, NHTSA, reports that more than twice as many children are killed by a driver of a motorized
vehicle on Halloween between 4 pm and 10 pm as compared to the same hours on other days throughout
the year.
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 5, 2017. That day, clocks will be turned back one hour,
resulting in an early sunset and reduced visibility. Forward Pinellas staff recommends that Pedestrian Safety
Awareness Week be proclaimed to improve awareness of pedestrian and bicycle safety at marked
crosswalks and within intersections. Please review the attached proclamation.
ATTACHMENT: Proclamation
C. Tri-County BPAC September 27, 2017 Review
The Pinellas, Hillsborough and Pasco Counties BPACs have agreed to meet three times each year to share
information regarding their respective programs and plans. The Tri-County BPAC met on Wednesday,
September 27, 2017 at the Land O’Lakes Recreation Complex. This item will allow brief discussion from
those who participated, as well as any additional comments and/or questions. The agenda is provided for
your information.
ATTACHMENT: Tri-County BPAC Agenda September 27, 2017
D. Tour de SNAP October 14, 2017 Highlights
The Skycrest Neighborhood held a bicycle scavenger hunt and tour in Clearwater on Saturday, October 14,
2017. The event began at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Saturn Avenue in Clearwater at 9 am. This agenda
item will allow anyone who participated in this event to share highlights to the group.

E. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)
The Florida Bicycle Association (FBA) was created in 1997 as an advocacy organization focused on
protecting and improving the bicycling environment and policies in Florida. The FBA actively supports
legislative efforts in Tallahassee that improve policies for cyclists, and partners with FDOT and many other
agencies with safety education for all roadway users. For more information, see the website,
floridabicycle.org. Vice Chair Becky Afonso, who is also the FBA Executive Director, will provide an update
regarding FBA for the BPAC.
F. Pinellas Trails, Inc.
A representative from Pinellas Trails, Inc. may take this opportunity to provide updated information for the
BPAC.

PEDESTRIAN

SAFETY

AWARENESS

WEEK

OCTOBER 29 – NOVEMBER 5, 2017
WHEREAS, Forward Pinellas, in its role as the Pinellas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
has, for more than 10 years, established a Pedestrian Safety Awareness project in conjunction with the
Daylight Saving Time change in the fall of each year; and
WHEREAS, this is a recommendation made by Forward Pinellas' Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee
(BPAC) to stress that more serious attention be directed toward pedestrian safety by all pedestrians,
bicyclists and motor-vehicle drivers; and
WHEREAS, the BPAC has incorporated basic safety information into a brochure that lists safe practices to
be followed by all pedestrians, bicyclists, and motor-vehicle drivers, which publication is then widely
circulated to public organizations and other key agencies; and
WHEREAS, there is increased pedestrian safety risk to children during the last week of October due to both
the time change and the occurrence of Halloween; and
WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reports that more than twice as
many children are killed by drivers of motorized vehicles on Halloween between 4:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. as
compared to the same hours on other days throughout the year; and
WHEREAS, due to these alarming statistics, the BPAC recommends Forward Pinellas devote the entire
week, which will include Halloween, to pedestrian safety awareness; and
WHEREAS, the BPAC has recommends that the primary focus of Pedestrian Safety Awareness Week
should be that special attention be given to the safety of pedestrians at all marked crosswalks throughout
Pinellas County and, to further this purpose, Forward Pinellas declare that pedestrians be recognized as
having the right-of-way when they are legitimately within the crosswalks in accordance with the STOP for
Pedestrians law;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Forward Pinellas Board that Saturday, October 29, 2017
through Sunday, November 5, 2017 be recognized as

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK
with the request that both pedestrians and motorists be alert, patient, and respectful towards each other and
always use safe practices as adopted this 11th Day of October, 2017.
____________________________________
JOHN MORRONI, Chairman

_______________________________
DOREEN CAUDELL, Vice Chair
______________________________________
JOANNE “COOKIE” KENNEDY, Treasurer
______________________________________
DARDEN RICE
______________________________________
JIM KENNEDY
______________________________________
SANDRA BRADBURY
______________________________________
DOUG BEVIS

_______________________________
DAVE EGGERS, Secretary
______________________________________
KENNETH WELCH
______________________________________
BILL JONSON
______________________________________
JOHN TORNGA
______________________________________
LARI JOHNSON
______________________________________
MICHAEL SMITH

FORWARD
PINELLAS
Integrating Land Use & Transportation

JOINT HILLSBOROUGH, PASCO & PINELLAS
BICYCLE / PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC) MEETING
AGENDA
Wednesday, September 27, 2017, 5:45 PM – 7:45 PM
Land O’ Lakes Recreation Complex, 3032 Collier Parkway, Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
II. PUBLIC INPUT / COMMENT
III. APPROVAL OF TRI-COUNTY BPAC COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY- MAY 25, 2017
IV. FLORIDA BICYCLE ASSOCIATION (FBA)
Legislative Update & Program Announcement: Becky Afonso, Executive Director, Florida Bicycle
Association
V. PASCO COUNTY MPO
Presentation: Update on the Northeast Pasco (The Hills) Multimodal Safety Study
VI. HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY MPO
a. Presentation: Plant City Walk-Bike Plan 
b. Presentation/Discussion: Multi-Modal Level of Service 
VII. FORWARD PINELLAS
a. Presentation: SUN Trails Program
b. Presentation: Forward Pinellas Bicycle Pedestrian Program
VIII. TBARTA/REGIONAL PROJECTS
a. Presentation: Bike Walk Tampa Bay, Julie Bond, Senior Research Associate, Center for Urban
Transportation Research, USF
b. Presentation: Gulf Boulevard – SR 699 Bicycle Safety Enhancement Project Update, Alex Henry,
Bike/Ped Safety Specialist, FDOT – District Seven
IX. UPDATE / DISCUSSION ITEMS
X. NEW BUSINESS
a. New Port Richey Cyclovia, October 7, 2017 
b. Bike Walk Tampa Bay, Fall Regional Summit, October 20, 2017



XI. ESTABLISH 2018 JOINT BPAC MEETING CALENDAR
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT
XIII. ADJOURN
“In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other nondiscrimination laws, public participation is solicited without regard to race,
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, familial, or income status. It is a priority for the MPO that all citizens of Pasco County are given the
opportunity to participate in the transportation planning process including low-income individuals, the elderly persons with disabilities, and persons
with limited English proficiency. You may contact the MPO's Title VI Specialist at (727) 847-8140 if you have any discrimination complaints”.
PASCO COUNTY MPO

8731 CITIZENS DRIVE

NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34654

TELEPHONE (727) 847-8140 WWW.PASCOMPO.NET

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – October 16, 2017
10. Agency Reports

The BPAC is tasked with reviewing and advising Forward Pinellas on bicycle and pedestrian-related system
development, and related issues and priorities. The Committee also may assist communities with development of
bikeway and pedestrian facilities, recommend safer bicycling and walking provisions, and promote a safer roadway
environment.
Updated information on the following programs or projects of interest to the BPAC will be provided at the meeting.


Courtney Campbell Trail Overpass (FDOT)



Orange Street Overpass (attachment)



Pinellas Trail Loop, North & South Gap



Roosevelt Trail



St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program



Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) (attachment)



Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)
PINELLAS TRAIL SECURITY TASK FORCE (PTSTF)
The PTSTF is a collaborative of law enforcement agencies responsible for patrolling sections of the Pinellas
Trail. The PTSTF meets quarterly to coordinate effective strategies to improve the safety and security of Trail
users.
The October 10th PTSTF agenda packet is attached for your information.

ATTACHMENT(S): Orange Street Overpass Closed Announcement
Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit
PTSTF October 10, 2017 agenda
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only

TRAFFIC INBOX:

PINELLAS TRAIL BRIDGE SPANS CLOSED
by Chuck Henson, Real Time Traffic Expert
October 2, 2017

The abrupt closing of a Pinellas Trail bridge is the subject of this week's Traffic Inbox.
Every day, hundreds of people use the Pinellas Trail, with Dunedin seeing some of the heaviest
use.




Sections of Pinellas Trail bridge closed last week
Officials advise against crossing at Orange Street, Alternate U.S. 19
Will cost $1.5 million for repairs

When the county recently closed the two spans of bridge over Alternate U.S. 19 and Orange
Street, it raised a few eyebrows.
"I didn't know was going on," said resident Greg Brosius. "We walk it all the time."
David Deranzio with Pinellas County said it's about erring on the side of safety.
"Once it starts getting to where it's past its life cycle, 25 years, it's hard to keep up on it," Deranzio
said. "And that's when we send them out to bid and redo the bridge."
The part in question is the bridge itself. The blue-metal sections are corroded, and in a recent
inspection by the Florida Department of Transportation deemed unfit for use.
The county shut them down last week with no notice.
"Just for safety sake," Deranzio said. "We're going to always err on the side of safety. And this is
the perfect example of erring on the side of safety."
The issue now is what to do with all those people who use this bridge to cross the road.
Crossing at Orange Street is very dangerous.
"We don't want people crossing Alternate 19," Deranzio said. "We want them to go down to Curlew
or up to Tampa Road where there's a crosswalk. It's not safe crossing Alternate 19."
To solve that problem, the county is building a new sidewalk along Orange Street from the trail
closure to connect to the existing sidewalk on Alternate U.S. 19.
It will be three to five months once demolition starts before the new span is complete. It will cost
$1.5 million dollars.

©2017 Charter Communications. All rights reserved

www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/content/news/articles/bn9/2017/10/2/traffic_inbox_pinell.html

Join us for the first-ever Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit!
Date: February 27, 2018 from 10a-4p (optional bike ride/walk at 8:30a on the Tampa Riverwalk)
Location: Glazer Children’s Museum, 110 W. Gasparilla Plaza, Tampa 33602
Registration: Coming Soon!
Check back soon for more updates as summit details are confirmed.
http://www.planhillsborough.org/2018-gulf-coast-safe-streets-summit/
Why hold the summit: Our region and state are plagued with street designs that are unfriendly to people who walk,
ride a bike, or travel in cars or buses. The interactions that take place on our streets can instead value life, encourage
commerce, and provide safe connections to each other.
This inaugural Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit will be West Central Florida’s preeminent educational event aimed at
encouraging the implementation of the Complete Streets initiative throughout the region. As we work to elevate our
individual efforts, cohesive linkages across to sister counties will lead to regionally significant transportation facilities
and safety programs for all modes and for all ages and abilities.

Who should attend: Anyone in the region who wants to help create healthier and safer communities should come
hear energizing and informed speakers, engage with public officials, and mingle with community partners.
The Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit is a collaborative effort between the Hernando/Citrus, Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, and
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organizations, the Polk County Transportation Planning Organization, the Florida
Department of Transportation, and the USF Center for Urban Transportation Research. This partnership provides a regional
approach to prioritize the Complete Streets initiative throughout the local jurisdictions along the Gulf Coast of Florida.

We are pleased to invite you the first-ever Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit scheduled to be held on Tuesday,
February 27th, 2018 in Tampa, Florida from 10 am to 4 pm. The summit will be held at the Glazer Children’s
Museum at 110 W Gasparilla Plaza, Tampa, FL 33602.
Our goal is to forge cohesive linkages with our sister counties to encourage regionally significant transportation
facilities and safety programs for all modes of transit and for citizens of all ages and abilities. This partnership
provides a regional approach to prioritize the Complete Streets initiative throughout the local jurisdictions along
the Gulf Coast of Florida.
Your expertise and experience in this field of work will be an excellent addition to our program. Thus, we would
like to extend you an invitation to be a Sponsor at our event because of your contribution in this field of work.
The fee to be a Sponsor at our event is $350.00. This price includes two Summit registrations, one display table at
event, the sponsor logo on conference materials, and the sponsor name mentioned during the event. Because of
site limitations, we can only accommodate up to 12 sponsors at this year’s event. To register as a sponsor or any
additional attendees ($60.00 per person), the Summit fees can be paid by using this link:
https://secure.touchnet.com/C20235_ustores/web/store_cat.jsp?STOREID=59&CATID=796.
We ask that you contact your local MPO or Christine Acosta at christine@pedalpowerpromoters.com if you have
any further questions about the Summit. We look forward to your positive response!
TBARTA MPO Chairs Coordinating Committee
The Gulf Coast Safe Streets Summit is a collaborative effort between the Hernando/Citrus, Hillsborough, Pasco,
Pinellas, and Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organizations, the Polk County Transportation Planning
Organization, the Florida Department of Transportation, and the USF Center for Urban Transportation Research.

PINELLAS TRAIL SECURITY TASK FORCE
(PTSTF) MEETING AGENDA
October 10, 2017 – 9:00 a.m.
Pinellas County Emergency Services Center, Room 130
12490 Ulmerton Road, Largo, FL 33774
(Telephone: 727-582-2000)
THE PLANNING COUNCIL AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR PINELLAS COUNTY

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 18, 2017
3. ELECTION OF 2018 CHAIRMAN
4. PRESENTATION: PINELLAS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF RISK MANAGEMENT
5. QUARTERLY REPORT FROM PINELLAS TRAIL PARK RANGER
6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND AGENCY REPORTS
 Sheriff’s Office
 Belleair
 Clearwater
 Gulfport
 Largo
 Pinellas Park
 St. Petersburg
 Tarpon Springs
 Animal Services
 Public Safety Services
 Pinellas County Risk Management
 Volunteer Patrol Programs and Updates
7. REPORT ON MONTHLY TRAIL USER COUNT DATA
8. REPORT ON TRAIL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
9. REPORT ON TRAIL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES
10. OTHER BUSINESS
11. ADJOURNMENT
 NOTICE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT REPRESENTATIVES - IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING,
PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR INCIDENT/OFFENSE REPORT TO SUSAN MILLER smiller@forwardpinellas.org,
IF YOU WOULD PREFER, YOU CAN FAX THE REPORT TO THE PINELLAS COUNTY MPO at (727) 464-8212.
THANK YOU.

NEXT PTSTF MEETING – JANUARY 9, 2018
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status.
Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation
services (free of charge) should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, Clearwater,
Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062 (V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the meeting.
Appeals: Certain public meetings result in actions taken by the public board, commission or agency that may be appealed;
in such case persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at a public meeting/hearing, they will
need a record of the proceedings, and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Pinellas Trail Security Task Force – October 10, 2017
2. Approval of Minutes – July 18, 2017

SUMMARY
The summary minutes of the July 18, 2017 Pinellas Trail Security Task Force meeting are attached.
ATTACHMENTS:

Pinellas Trail Security Task Force Summary Minutes – July 18, 2017

ACTION:

Approval of April Meeting Summary

PINELLAS TRAIL SECURITY TASK FORCE
MEETING Summary
July 18, 2017
The following is a summary of the July 18, 2017 Forward Pinellas - Pinellas Trail Security Task Force meeting,
which was held in the Pinellas County Public Safety Services Department, Room 130, 12490 Ulmerton Road,
Largo, Florida 33774. This Committee meets at least quarterly during the year.
IN ATTENDANCE
Officer Ron Wolfson, Chairman
Greg D’Amario
Officer Mike Christian
Officer John Ulrich
Deputy Eric Gibson
Deputy C. Yakes
Deputy J. Short
Craig Queen
Carol Gray
Michael Fritz
Selena Hyppolite
Caroline Lanford
Cheryl Stacks

St. Petersburg Police Department & Volunteer Coordinator
Pinellas County Risk Management
St. Petersburg Police Department
Tarpon Springs Police Department
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Pinellas County EMS & Fire Administration
Pinellas County Parks and Conservation Resources Chief Ranger
Belleair Police Department
Clearwater Police Department
Pinellas County Planning
City of St. Petersburg Transportation and Parking

Alex Henry

FDOT District 7 Bicycle Pedestrian Safety Specialist

Commissioner John Tornga
Brentin Mosher
Rodney Chatman
Susan J. Miller
Maria Kelly

Forward Pinellas Board (Dunedin)
CUTR-USF
Forward Pinellas staff
Forward Pinellas staff
Forward Pinellas staff

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
Chairman Ronald Wolfson, St. Petersburg Police Officer, called the meeting to order at 9 o’clock
a.m. Self-introductions were provided.
2. APPROVAL OF MEETING SUMMARY – April 11, 2017
The summary from the April 11, 2017 meeting was approved as provided in the agenda packet.
3. RIBBON CUTTING EVENT
Ms. Susan Miller shared an invite to all the committee members for the opening of Florida’s Coast to
Coast Trail section in Pinellas County, on July 20th at 9:30am on the SE corner of East Lake Road
and Keystone Road.
4. PRESENTATION: BIKE/WALK TAMPA BAY
Mr. Brentin Mosher with the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) gave a presentation
to the committee on Bike/Walk Tampa Bay. Their goal is to reach the at-risk pedestrian and bikers
with some on the street education about pedestrian and bike safety and to provide information to
neighborhoods and communities about the importance of walking and bicycle safety. Questions were
taken and appropriately answered.

PINELLAS TRAIL SECURITY TASK FORCE MEETING SUMMARY
July 18, 2017
Page 2

5. A. QUARTERLY REPORT FROM PINELLAS TRAIL PARK RANGER
Chief Ranger Carol Gray, Parks and Conservation Resources (PCR), reported continued clean-up
activity of transient camp areas. The Rangers continue to address illegal dumping issues. There
were approximately six incidents since the last meeting with a thank you to Officer Christian for his
help with resolving a code enforcement issue. In addressing the law enforcement agencies, Ranger
Gray asked for clarification on whether the Rangers should be dealing directly with jurisdictional code
enforcement divisions for illegal issues and received good directional feedback. The Rangers are
continuing to work on alcohol and littering issues north of Drew and south of Myrtle, in an area
adjacent to the refuge where the homeless seem to hang out and consume alcohol. The Rangers
are working with the City of Clearwater Police Department, and were able to address several alcohol
and littering incidents. The park staff cleared out a lot of vegetation and opened an area for better
visibility of the park and posted no alcohol signs. This seem to have cut down on the illegal activity
in this area, and the Rangers thanked the Clearwater Police Department. Posting no trespassing
signs in the US19 underpass seems to have helped in curtailing after hour’s activity in the underpass.
The department is currently working with the attorney’s office for citation training. Currently, they
have been able to issue fee violation citations for beach access and boat ramps, but are working on
the ability to issue code violation citations. Law enforcement officers at the meeting reminded Ranger
Gray to be careful when handling trash pickup in the event of drug paraphernalia. Ranger Gray
assured them they have the proper equipment to protect themselves. Ranger Gray also reported
damage to one of the bike repair stations within the City of Seminole. The damage appears to be a
result of vandalism.
B. AUTOMATIC TRAIL COUNTERS
Ms. Miller updated the committee on the trail counts for March, April and May. A copy of the trail
count reports was included in the agenda packet. There was one request to make note of any special
events during the report period to explain any spikes in usage.
6. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND AGENCY REPORTS
A. Sheriff’s Office
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Deputy Eric Gibson reported calls are down on the trail and reported
three traffic violations in Dunedin where the drivers were issued warnings. They will continue
with security patrols after dark.
B. Belleair
Officer Michael Fritz had nothing to report for the Belleair Police Department.
C. Clearwater
Clearwater Officer Selena Hyppolite reported two calls, one stolen vehicle and one drug arrest.
D. Gulfport
No report was provided from the Gulfport Police Department.
E. Largo
Ms. Miller will reach out to the Largo Police Department and share any reports received. Mr.
Mosher with Bike/Walk reported they just provided the Largo Police Department with cling
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stickers to put on the back window of the squad cars to remind motorists to give 3-feet when
passing a bicyclist in the bike lane.
F. Pinellas Park
No report was provided from the Pinellas Park Police Department.
G. St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg Police Officer Mike Christian provided an update stating 3 armed robberies. May
22nd, 58th Street S & the trail; May 27th, 9th Avenue & the trail; June 17th, 31st Street S & the trail.
One arrest.
H. Tarpon Springs
Officer John Ulrich reported one incident of a bicyclist hit by a vehicle at Curlew Place and the
trail. Bicyclist suffered neck injury.
I.

Animal Services
No report was provided by Pinellas County Animal Services. Ms. Miller to reach out for a
representative.

J. Public Safety Services
Mr. Craig Queen, Pinellas County EMS & Fire Administration, provided an updated report. There
were eight trail related incidents. One call was cancelled.
K. Pinellas County Risk Management
Mr. Greg D’Amario, attending for Risk Management Specialist James Abaka, stated there is
nothing to report.
L. Volunteer Patrol Programs and Updates
Chairman Wolfson provided a brief update on volunteers. Volunteers continuing to train on the
electric carts, he is currently working on getting all volunteers certified. Ranger Gray added that
the Auxiliary Rangers continue to do good work on the trail. She appreciates the dedication the
volunteers have to the parks and trails. Four long term volunteers will move to the Chesnut Park
area for the opening of the Coast to Coast trail.
7. REPORT ON TRAIL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Ms. Miller reviewed the Trail Construction Activity report with the Security Task Force. The Duke
Energy Trail between Sunset Point and the Enterprise overpass has been completed. Phase II, the
gap from NE Coachman Road to Sunset Point Road is currently in the design/construction phase
scheduled for FY17/18. Haines Bayshore Road to Ulmerton Road, construction schedule is currently
being planned, but unfunded for the Duke Energy Trail south gap. The Tri-County (Coast to Coast)
Trail project that runs from Keystone Road at East Lake to Brooker Creek Preserve is now completed
and the dedication will be held July 20th at 9:30 am. The Courtney Campbell Trail Overpass at
Bayshore Boulevard, the design has been funded with SUNTrail funding. Bayway Trail South has
been delayed pending design/build dates for the St. Petersburg Seawall project and the Tierra Verde
Bridge project. Roosevelt Blvd Trail is almost completed pending some landscaping but still
scheduled to open Summer 2017. Treasure Island Causeway Connection is under construction and
should be completed by the end of the year. Pinellas Trail Erosion Control/Repair/Maintenance:
Elfers Spur has been completed and now opened. For the Orange Street overpass at Alternate 19,
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the spans will be replaced with most of the work done at night. This project is out for bids. Preliminary
design plans to incorporate trail and bike/ped connections are being planned for the Lake
Tarpon/Outfall Canal connection and the San Martin Riviera Bay connection. The gap in Druid Trail
Phase IV, from Betty Lane to the Duke Energy Trail is out for bids. In Dunedin, the Northern Route
/Michigan Trail is scheduled for construction in FY 17/18. The Oldsmar Trail is a network of 5 or 6
trails that connect the parks and other recreational areas in Oldsmar. Construction is scheduled for
FY 18/19. The segment from Enterprise Road to Chesnut Park has been funded. Currently in a
design/build phase. The county has received proposals which are being evaluated. This project
should be coming on line in the next several months.
8. REPORT ON TRAIL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES
Ranger Gray shared that the mile markers on the trail have been replaced with numbered stencils
from Demens Landing to Safford Avenue in Tarpon Springs.
9. OTHER BUSINESS
Chair Wolfson requested all agendas to be electronic and if possible to go out more than 7 days in
advance.
10. ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wolfson adjourned the meeting at 9:55 am. The next PTSTF meeting is scheduled for
October 10, 2017.

Pinellas Trail Security Task Force – October 10, 2017
3. Election of 2018 Chairman

SUMMARY
Ron Wolfson has served as the Chairman of the Security Task Force for the last several years. He has indicated that
he would be willing to continue to chair the meetings for the 2018 calendar year.
At this time, others are welcome to submit their names for nomination. Elections will follow.
ATTACHMENTS:

None

ACTION:

Nominate and Elect PTSTF Chairman for 2018

Pinellas Trail Security Task Force – October 10, 2017
4. Pinellas County Department Risk Management

SUMMARY
Risk Management protects Pinellas County against accidental financial loss by taking steps to develop, manage and
secure our most valuable assets in accordance with statutes, ordinances, and laws. They also provide quality services
and support to all citizens while providing a safe and healthy environment.
Risk Management administers the following programs for Pinellas County, Board of County Commissioners:






Auto Liability
General Liability
Workers Compensation
Commercial Insurance
Safety & Loss Control

Please welcome Ms. Virginia Holscher, Bureau Director of Pinellas County Risk Management as she presents an
overview of Risk Management responsibilities to the Security Task Force.

ATTACHMENTS: None
ACTION: Informational Only

Pinellas Trail Security Task Force – October 10, 2017
7. Report on Monthly Trail User Count Data

SUMMARY
This item will include the monthly data summary report for the automatic trail counters along the Pinellas Trail.
ATTACHMENT: Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary Reports, June 2017, July 2017 and August 2017
ACTION: No Action Required, informational item only

Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:
June 1 – June 30, 2017 (30 days)

Total Usage

Monthly Trail Users by Counter Location

30-Day Count Total:
Daily Average Users:

91,299
3,043

East Lake Tarpon
Wall Springs
Dunedin

Highest Daily Totals:

Clearwater

#1 – Saturday, June 24th (Dunedin - 1,275)

#2 - Tuesday, June

27th

(Walsingham - 1,248)

Walsingham
Seminole
Bay Pines
St. Petersburg

#3 - Sunday, June 25th (Wall Springs - 1,170)
Note: Dunedin Counts Estimated Only

Counter Locations

Weekday & Weekend Profile

Trail User Mode Split
East Lake Tarpon:
Wall Springs:
Dunedin:
Clearwater:
Walsingham:
Seminole:
Bay Pines:
St. Petersburg:

3%
21%
4%
13%
25%
9%
25%
9%

97%
79%
96%
87%
75%
91%
75%
91%

Source: Forward Pinellas June 2017

Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:
July 1 – July 31, 2017 (31 days)

Total Usage

Monthly Trail Users by Counter Location

31-Day Count Total:
Daily Average Users:

103,694
3,345

East Lake Tarpon
Wall Springs
Dunedin

Highest Daily Totals:

Clearwater

#1 – Tuesday, July 4th (Dunedin - 1,193)

#2 – Sunday, July

16th

(Wall Springs - 1,052)

#3 – Sunday, July 16th (Bay Pines - 743)

Walsingham
Seminole
Bay Pines
St. Petersburg

Note: Dunedin, Walsingham & Bay Pines Counts are Estimates Only

Counter Locations

Weekday & Weekend Profile

Trail User Mode Split
East Lake Tarpon:
Wall Springs:
Dunedin:
Clearwater:
Walsingham:
Seminole:
Bay Pines:
St. Petersburg:

2%
17%
4%
17%
24%
4%
44%
6%

98%
83%
96%
83%
76%
96%
56%
94%

Source: Forward Pinellas July 2017

Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:
August 1 – August 31, 2017 (31 days)

Total Usage

Monthly Trail Users by Counter Location

31-Day Count Total:
Daily Average Users:

NA
NA

East Lake Tarpon
Wall Springs
Dunedin

Highest Daily Totals:

Clearwater

#1 – Saturday, August 19th (Dunedin - 1,180)

#2 – Saturday, August

5th

Walsingham
Seminole

(Wall Springs - 932)

#3 – Sunday, August 20th (Clearwater - 638)

Bay Pines
St. Petersburg

Note: Dunedin ped counts are estimates only; Walsingham & Bay Pines
counts are temporarily unavailable due to technical difficulties.

Counter Locations

Weekday & Weekend Profile

Trail User Mode Split
East Lake Tarpon:
Wall Springs:
Dunedin:
Clearwater:
Walsingham:
Seminole:
Bay Pines:
St. Petersburg:

1%
20%
4%
38%
NA

2%
NA

5%

99%
80%
96%
62%
NA

98%
NA

95%

Source: Forward Pinellas August 2017
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8. Report on Trail Construction Activity

SUMMARY

This item will include a review of the ongoing and planned Trail construction activity.
ATTACHMENT:

Trail Project Construction Activity Report October 2017

ACTION:

No Action Required, informational item

Trail Project Construction Activity Report
OCTOBER 2017
TRAIL SEGMENT

LOCATION
FROM

TO

PROJECT
MANAGER

PROJECT
DESCRIPTION

STATUS

Construction
2018

Duke Energy Florida Trail - Segment B2

Phase II: SR 590/Old
Coachman Rd

Sunset Point Rd

Pinellas
County

SR 590/Old Coachman Rd to Sunset Point Rd

Duke Energy Florida Trail - Segment C

Haines Bayshore Rd

Ulmerton Rd/
Cross Bayou Canal

Pinellas
County

Construct Trail connection to existing underpass
at Ulmerton Rd/Cross Bayou Canal

Tri-County Trail Project - Coast-to-Coast
Trail

Keystone Rd / East Lake
Rd Intersection

Brooker Creek Preserve /
Pinellas-Pasco County Line

FDOT
SUN Trail

Tri-County Trail Study approved by Pinellas &
Pasco MPOs in December 2013.

RIBBON CUTTING
July 20, 2017

Courtney Campbell Trail Overpass

Bayshore Blvd

Courtney Campbell
Causeway Trail

FDOT
SUN Trail

Design/Construct Trail overpass at Bayshore Blvd

SUN Trail Project
Funded Design

Pinellas Trail Loop Connection
at NE Coachman Road

Ream Wilson Clw Trail at
RR crossing

Duke Energy Trail on NE
Coachman Road

Pinellas
County

Construct trail from RRX to Duke Energy Corridor
on north side of NE Coachman Road

Pinellas Trail Loop Connection
to Chesnut Sr. Park (North Gap)

Enterprise Rd / Overpass

John Chesnut Sr. Park
(2200 East Lake Rd)

FDOT
SUN Trail

Construct trail from Enterprise Rd and overpass to
Chesnut Sr. Park

Construction
2018
SUN Trail Funded
Design-Build Project

Bayway Trail South &
Tierra Verde Bridge Structure E

Pinellas Bayway SR 682

Tierra Verde Bridge

FDOT

Reconstruct Bridge with trail facility,
Reconfigure Madonna Blvd/1st Street Intersection

Design-Build
FY 18/19

Roosevelt Blvd Trail

West of 4th Street

28th Street

FDOT

Trail construction with roadway resurfacing project

COMPLETED
by mid-Oct 2017

Treasure Island Causeway
Connection

Treasure Island Cswy

Pinellas Trail

City of St.
Petersburg

Pinellas Trail - Maintenance

Orange Street Overpass at Alt US 19

Pinellas
County

2 Bridge Connections for
Pinellas Trail Loop

1 - Lake Tarpon Outfall Canal Connection
2 - San Martin / Riviera Bay Connection

Pinellas
County

Druid Trail Phase IV

Michigan Trail Ph I & Ph II
(Dunedin Northern Route)

Oldsmar Trail

2017 Trail Construction Report sjm 9/27/2017

Glen Oaks Park
(Betty Lane)

Duke Energy Trail

Ph I: Bayshore Blvd
Alt US 19

Community Art Center

Ph II: Community Art
Center

Belcher Road

along Douglas Road from
Racetrack Road

Tampa Road

City of Clearwater

Construct Trail connection to Treasure Island

Replacement of overpass spans
PINELLAS TRAIL LOOP ACCOMMODATIONS:

1 - Lake Tarpon Outfall Canal
2 - San Martin/Riviera Bay (PD&E Underway)
Construct to complete east-west connection for
Pinellas Trail Loop
Construct east-west community trail

City of
Dunedin

City of
Oldsmar

Construct east-west trail extension to athletic
complex at Belcher
Oldsmar Trail connection along Douglas Road to
Racetrack Road

Design/Construction
TBD

Ph 1 Under Construction
Estim. Completion May 2018
Construction
2018
PD&E
Schedule TBD
Construction
FY 17/18
Phase I COMPLETE
Phase II Cancelled
Construction
FY 18/19

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – October 16, 2017
11. A.-D. Other Business

A. Membership
Please welcome Ms. Katrina Lunan-Gordon as BPAC Alternate for City of Largo. There is currently one
vacancy on the BPAC membership list for the South Beaches communities.
ATTACHMENT: BPAC Membership List – August 2017
ACTION: None Required, Informational Item Only
B. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest
Tampa Bay Next Public Outreach Events
Rules of the Road, 85 Percentile – January 15, 2015
Cycling Crash Deaths – August 24, 2017
Bicycle Safety for Children – August 29, 2017
St. Petersburg Bike-Ped Coordinator – September 14, 2017
Bike Friendly Cities, Smart Cities – September 18, 2017
USF Bike Share – September 20, 2017
Howard Frankland Bridge Fact Sheet - October 01, 2017
Paris Car Free Day – October 02, 2017
Pedestrian/Bicycle Forum – Fall 2017
Pinellas Trail Usage Report – August 2017
Reported Traffic Fatalities 2017
C. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics
This item is provided to allow Committee members to suggest topics for future BPAC agendas.
D. Other
If any member has other business to discuss, they may address it under this item.

rev 10/10/2017

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP LIST
Voting

St. Petersburg Area (St. Pete/Gulfport/So Pasadena/Tierra Verde)
1. Jeff Morrow
(07/12/17)
2. Kimberly Cooper
(10/13/99)
3. Charles Johnson
(06/14/17)
Clearwater Area
4. Chip Haynes
5. Robert Yunk
6. Win Dermody

(04/13/11)
(02/09/05)
(03/12/14)

Dunedin Area
7. Charles Martin

(04/08/09)

Pinellas Park and Mid-County
8. Ronald Rasmussen
9. Byron Virgil Hall, Jr.,

(12/13/06)
(12/13/06)

Largo Area
10. Daniel Alejandro
11. Georgia Wildrick

(10/12/16)
(08/16/06)

North County Area (Tarpon Springs/Palm Harbor/Ozona/Oldsmar/Safety Harbor)
12. Tom Ferraro
(04/09/03)
13. Becky Afonso (Vice Chair)
(10/08/14)
At Large Area
14. Paul Kurtz
15. Mike Siebel
16. Brian Smith (Chairman)
17. Lynn Bosco
18. Steve Lasky
19. Ed Hawkes
20. Annette Sala

(12/11/13)
(03/14/12)
(12/12/12)
(11/14/12)
(11/14/12)
(11/18/98)
(03/12/14)

Seminole Area
21. Jim Wedlake

(05/12/10)

Beach Communities
22. Bert Valery
23. Vacant

(10/1983-10/1998) (reappointed 07/10/02)

Technical Support
1. County Traffic Department (Tom Washburn – representative, Gina Harvey and Casey Morse –
alternates)
2. County Parks and Conservation Resources (Lyle Fowler – representative, Spencer Curtis –
alternate)
3. PSTA (Jacob Labutka – representative; Heather Sobush and Kristina Tranel – alternates)
4. City of Clearwater (Zain Adam)
5. City of St. Petersburg (Lucas Cruse as representative and Cheryl Stacks as alternate)
6. City of Largo (Valerie Brookens as representative and Katrina Lunan-Gordon as alternate)
7. Pinellas County School System (Tom McGinty - representative)
8. TBARTA (Anthony Matonti -representative; Michael Case 1st alternate and Ramond Chiarmonte
2nd alternate)
9. Pinellas County Health Department (Vacant - representative)
10. CUTR (Julie Bond, representative)
11. Sunstar Paramedics (Vacant - representative, Community Outreach Coordinator)
Sheriff's Office /Police/Law Enforcement Representatives
1. Pinellas Park Police Dept.
2. St Petersburg Police Dept.
3. Largo Police Dept.
4. Sheriff’s Office – Deputy Eric Gibson
5. Clearwater Police Dept.
Non-Voting Technical Support
(Chris Speese – FDOT)

*Dates signify appointment

Public Outreach Events
Date

Time

Event Name
Citizens Transportation Academy
Regional Transportation Roles and
Responsibilities

Location
Online Webinar (or attend at FDOT)
11201 McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612

Friday,
September 22

12:00 p.m.

Monday,
September 25

6:30 p.m. –
8:30 p.m.

Downtown/East Tampa Community
Working Group - Meeting #2

Thursday,
October 5

5:30 p.m. –
7:30 p.m.

Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa
Centre Club, 8th Floor
Community Working Group - Meeting #2 123 S. Westshore Blvd, Tampa, FL 33609

Friday,
October 6

12:00 p.m.

Citizens Transportation Academy
Metropolitan Planning Process

Online Webinar (or attend at FDOT)
11201 McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612

Monday,
October 9

4:00 p.m. –
7:00 p.m.

Tampa Interstate Study, SEIS Public
Workshop - Westshore

Marriott Westshore
1001 N. Westshore Blvd., Tampa, FL 33607

Tuesday,
October 10

4:00 p.m. –
7:00 p.m.

Tampa Interstate Study, SEIS Public
Workshop - Downtown Tampa

Hilton Downtown Tampa
211 N. Tampa Street, Tampa, FL 33602

Friday,
October 13

12:00 p.m.

Friday,
October 20

12:00 p.m.

Friday,
October 27

12:00 p.m.

Citizen Transportation Academy
How Transportation Projects are Funded

Online Webinar (or attend at FDOT)
11201 McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612

Friday,
November 2

12:00 p.m.

Citizen Transportation Academy
Congestion Management Strategies

Online Webinar (or attend at FDOT)
11201 McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612

Tuesday,
November 14

5:30 p.m. –
7:30 p.m.

Howard Frankland Bridge Public
Hearing

Tampa Marriott Westshore
1001 N. Westshore Blvd., Tampa, FL 33607

Thursday,
November 16

5:30 p.m. –
7:30 p.m.

Howard Frankland Bridge Public
Hearing

Hilton-St. Pete Carillon Park
950 Lake Carillon Dr.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33716

Citizens Transportation Academy
Introduction to Transportation Project
Development
Citizen Transportation Academy
Introduction to Transit: Transit Modes
and How They Work

Barrymore Hotel (near Straz)
111 Fortune St., Tampa, FL 33602

Online Webinar (or attend at FDOT)
11201 McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612
Online Webinar (or attend at FDOT)
11201 McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612

To attend the Citizens Transportation Academy online webinars, visit
TampaBayNext.com/CitizensTransportationAcademy or attend at The Florida Department of Transportation,
11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612. Please note that recorded versions of the webinars will be available online the
afternoon of each session.
The second round of Community Working Groups are being scheduled for Pinellas, Pasco/Hernando,
North and West Hillsborough County, and East and South Hillsborough/Polk Counties. An update
will be provided immediately as dates, times and locations are confirmed.
For more information, please call (813) 975-NEXT
or email us at TampaBayNext@dot.state.fl.us.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans
with Disabilities Act to participate in this informational meeting, or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to notify the agency at least seven (7) days prior to the
meeting by contacting: Christopher Speese, Public Involvement Coordinator, at Christopher.Speese@dot.state.fl.us, 1 (800) 226-7220 or (813) 975-6405.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by the Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT) pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 14, 2016 and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and FDOT.
If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1 (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1 (800) 955-8770 (Voice).
Comuníquese con nosotros: Nos importa mucho la opinión del público sobre el proyecto. Si tiene preguntas o comentarios, o simplemente desea más información, por favor comuníquese
con nosotros. Nuestra representante en español es: Lilliam Escalera, (813) 975-6445, Lilliam.Escalera@dot.state.fl.us.

WHY THE RULES OF THE ROAD
AREN’T ENOUGH TO PREVENT PEOPLE FROM DYING
by Anna Maria Barry-Jester
Excerpt from 538 Article:

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-the-rules-of-the-road-arent-enough-to-

prevent-people-from-dying/
January 15, 2015

HOW SPEED LIMITS ARE SET
In 2013, 32,719 people died in motor vehicle crashes in the United States, and 2.3 million were injured, according
to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Those numbers were down from the previous
year, but motor vehicle crashes remain a leading cause of death, and speed is a leading cause of accidents. The
NHTSA estimates a $277 billion annual price tag1 for those accidents, with an additional $594 billion for “harm
from the loss of life and the pain and decreased quality of life due to injuries.”
Given the social and economic toll of speeding, one might assume that we set speed limits with careful
calculations aimed at maximizing safety. But that’s not exactly how it works, and a history of questionable
applications of data is partly to blame.
Here’s how speed limits are established in most states, according to Federal Highway Administration research:
Traffic engineers conduct a study to measure the average speed motor vehicles move along a road. The speed
limit is then set at the 85th percentile. From then on, 85 percent of drivers would be traveling under the speed
limit and 15 percent would be breaking the law. Sometimes other factors2 are taken into consideration, but in
most places, speed limits are largely determined by the speed most people feel safe traveling. Some states,
including Louisiana and Michigan, go so far as to call limits determined by this method “rational speed limits,”
stating that achieving compliance is possible only if the speed limits are reasonable.
Drivers travel at the speed a road allows, and speed limits are set accordingly. So, what determines how fast
people can drive and still feel safe?
Roads are planned according to a concept known as design speed, basically the speed vehicles are expected to
travel.3 Engineers often apply the 85th percentile rule to a similar road to arrive at the design speed for the
proposed road. It might make sense, then, that the design speed would become the speed limit. However, in
practice, the design speed is often used to determine the minimum speed of safe travel on a road.
Confused? So was I. Norman Garrick, a professor of engineering at the University of Connecticut, explained how
this works using the example of a commercial office building.
“The engineer will usually calculate the load a beam must bear and then design it to hold some percentage of
higher load, for safety. When building roads, the 85th percentile calculates the speed the engineers hope or
intend people will travel, but then it’s used to design a road to meet that speed at a minimum, with a factor of
safety allowing for faster travel,” he told me.
In other words, by adding additional “safety” to the road, it is designed to make people comfortable going faster
than the engineers’ intended speed. This is known as the interpreted design speed (the speed people actually
feel safe traveling), which is often significantly higher than the intended design speed. Think of a subdivision with
wide, flat roads. The speed limit may be 25 mph, but you feel utterly comfortable doing 40.
The 85th percentile idea grew out of research that is now a half-century old. Several people I spoke with traced
it to a 1964 study prepared for the U.S. Department of Commerce.4 The main finding of the study was that when
a car travels at a vastly different speed from the average speed of all traffic (whether faster or slower), there is
an increased risk that the driver will be involved in an accident.
There are lots of problems with the study and its applications. It was conducted 50 years ago, when the size and
distribution of cars and trucks on the road were very different from today.5 The study included crashes only on
two- and four-lane rural highways, where the risk of head-on collisions is much higher than it is on divided

interstates. Many of the “speed variations” were related to slowing down in congestion or at intersections,
situations that are unavoidable. But perhaps most notably, the study did not include anything related to
pedestrians or cyclists, who share the road space with cars in most urban and suburban environments. Without
a 2,000-pound vehicle for protection, they are also more likely to experience serious injury, even at slow speeds.
DEATH on the HIGHWAYS
In a study of how impact speed affects a pedestrian’s risk of severe injury or death, Brian C. Tefft of the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety found that above 15 mph, relatively small changes in vehicle speed lead to large
increases in risk of death. Tefft calculated that the risk of death for a pedestrian is 10 percent with an impact
speed of 23 mph but rises to 25 percent at 32 mph. The limit is 30 or 35 mph in many cities, so 32 is not an
uncommon speed.
But the majority of motor-vehicle-related deaths involve vehicle passengers. There’s evidence that speed limits
have an effect on that number as well. From 1974 to 1995, a federal law called the National Maximum Speed Law
restricted speeds to 55 mph on all interstate highways (though an act in 1987 raised the limit to 65), with the
intention of reducing fuel consumption after a 1973 oil embargo. When that law was removed in 1995, every
state raised its speed limits. A study published in 2009 in the American Journal of Public Health researched the
effects of the changes and found a 3.2 percent increase in road fatalities attributable to the raised speed limits.
The researchers calculated that the speed increases led to 12,545 deaths over the 10-year period they studied.
The Birth of Jaywalking
It turns out, we weren’t always obsessed with speed in the United States. When cars were first becoming popular
at the beginning of the 20th century, terms like “road hog” and “joy rider” were called out at “speeding” vehicles,
which in urban areas tended to mean they were going faster than 10 mph. In his book “Fighting Traffic: The Dawn
of the Motor Age in the American City,” Peter Norton, a professor of history at the University of Virginia, argues
that in the early 20th century, people thought we needed to keep roads safe from cars, not for cars. City speed
limits were set below 20 mph until automakers and industry groups realized that such low limits were going to
hurt sales. To change public opinion, campaigns were started to criminalize pedestrians in the road (“jaywalking”)
and to shift the blame for accidents from cars to “reckless drivers.” By 1930, city speed limits were just about
what they are today.
There’s evidence from Europe that high speeds in the United States over the past century have caused many
deaths. The Netherlands and Sweden have overhauled the design of their roads and cities, resulting in enormous
declines in motor vehicle fatalities. In urban areas, curbs are removed, giving the perception of shared space
(though cyclists, pedestrians and cars are still separated), which encourages drivers to slow down. And in most of
Europe, driving lanes are much narrower, which also fosters slower travel.6

TRANSPORTATION

BIKE RIDING ISN’T CHILD’S PLAY ANYMORE, AND CYCLING CRASH
DEATHS ARE SOARING
by Ashley Halsey III
August 24, 2017
Other than riding a bicycle, they seemed to have very little in common beside the fact that they died on the same weekend this
month and that their deaths got minor mention in the local press.
Ronald Michael Peter Hill, 30, died at the scene when he was struck by a car in Tulsa, about 9 p.m. on Aug. 11. Several hours later,
Albert Arnold, 57, died at an intersection in south Los Angeles. The death of Joseph Lee Stanley, 42, on a Sacramento street came
just after midnight Sunday morning, about 20 hours after Arnold died.
In all three cases, the driver involved kept going, which is not uncommon in collisions between cars and bicyclists.
At least three other cyclists — one in Oregon and two in Washington state, ages 53, 19 and 50 — would die before the weekend
played out.
Forty years ago, riding a bike was child’s play, and the overwhelming majority of those killed in bike crashes were children. Over
the years, biking for fitness and as part of the daily commute has changed that dramatically. According to a report released
Thursday, the average age of cyclists killed in collisions in 2015 was 45.
The report by the Governors Highway Safety Association, with funding from State Farm insurance, also determined that the increase
in bike deaths of 12.2 percent in 2015 outpaced the rise in overall traffic fatalities.
“More of us are getting out and riding our bikes, and that’s great,” said Jonathan Adkins, executive director of the safety association,
“but we’re seeing [cycling] deaths go up by about 55 deaths per year.”
[Read the report here]
The report also found: Alcohol was a factor in 37 percent of fatal bike crashes, with drivers doing the drinking in 12 percent of the
cases and bike riders drinking in 22 percent, the latter a decline from 38 percent 10 years ago;







Though it’s estimated that 45,000 cyclists were injured in crashes in 2015, the report said police probably record a fraction
of those crashes because bikes don’t get towed from crashes and cars rarely need towing after colliding with a cyclist;
The majority of fatal bike crashes — 72 percent — took place on the roadway rather than at intersections;
Distracted driving was to blame for 76 cyclist deaths out of 818 in 2015;
More than half of cyclists killed were not wearing a helmet;
Bike fatalities were evenly split at 47 percent between those riding in daylight and those riding after dark, though only
20 percent of bike rides take place after dark;
A third of people surveyed said they had biked in the past year, but the number of children biking to school has dropped
from almost half to 2.2 percent since 1969.

[For bicyclists and drivers, navigating traffic is a two-way street]
In some of the 55 cities that have established bike-share programs, infrastructure that regulates and separates cyclists from drivers
lags behind systems that already have a combined 42,000 bikes on the road. There have been just two crashes fatal to cyclists
involving shared bikes since the first bike-sharing program opened in 2010, the report said.
The report recommended more marked bike lanes, more clearly defined bike lanes that separate riders from cars, bike boxes at
traffic signals that give riders a head start when a light turns green and traffic signals that provide an advanced green signal
specifically designated for cyclists.
“When we bike, we have as much right to the road as when we drive,” said Vicki Harper, spokeswoman for State Farm.
“Unfortunately, when bikes and cars collide, cyclists are much more susceptible to serious injury or death.”
The GHSA is a coalition of state roadway safety officers, and the report suggested that each state should include cycling safety
programs in its comprehensive highway safety plan.
The report commended Congress for its requirement that states “fully integrate nonmotorized accommodation in all surface
transportation projects.” But it chastised lawmakers for restricting the ability of states to use federal highway funds for cycling
safety education and enforcement programs.
www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/bike-riding-isnt-childs-play-anymore-and-cycling-crash-deaths-aresoaring/2017/08/23/abbcb22e-8773-11e7-a94f-3139abce39f5_story.html

BICYCLE SAFETY FOR CHILDREN
Dr. Joseph Perno
August 29, 2017

You may have heard the expression, “It’s as easy as riding a bike.” But let’s see if your knowledge of bicycle
safety comes as easily. Joseph Perno, M.D., vice president of medical affairs & safety at Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital offers a look at true and falsehoods.
TRUE: Bike helmet laws are effective in reducing the number of bicycle fatalities.
States with mandatory bike helmet laws had significantly lower rates of deaths and devastating injuries. About
900 people die each year from bike injuries with three quarters of these being head injuries. Only 22 states have
mandatory bike helmet laws. Fortunately, Florida is one of the states requiring bike helmets for everyone 15 and
younger.
FALSE: Children don’t need to wear a helmet on short rides around the neighborhood.
Every time a child is on a bicycle, he or she should be wearing a helmet. In fact, the rule should be: If it has
wheels, wear a helmet. This includes scooters, rollerblades and skateboards. Many falls occur in driveways and
sidewalks in front of the child’s home. The habit should be to wear a helmet every time you’re on the bike. This
includes adults, who can be tremendous role models.
FALSE: When buying a bicycle, you should buy one that the child can grow into.
Oversized bicycles can be very dangerous. If the child cannot handle the bigger bike, they are more likely to lose
control. The child should be able to sit on the seat with hands on the handlebars and place the balls of the feet
on the ground. Younger children should have bikes with foot brakes before they graduate to hand brakes.
TRUE: Children should learn to use hand signals when riding in the street.
Many people assume that children will lose control if signaling. However, if the child does not have the skills to
hand signal and control the bike, do not allow them to ride in the road. Signaling is essential in alerting motorists
of your intentions and avoiding collisions. Many accidents occur when bicyclists fail to signal to passing motorists.
FALSE: It is safer for children to ride against traffic rather than with it.
Children, like adults, should always ride on the right with traffic. Riding against traffic can be confusing for drivers.
Almost 25 percent of bike-versus-car accidents occur from bicyclists riding against traffic.
Overall, it is essential for everyone to follow the basic rules for bicycles:
 Wear a helmet
U.S. BIKE HELMET REQUIREMENTS
 Ride on the right, with traffic
 Use appropriate hand signals
 Respect traffic signals

© 2017 Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved

This information was shared on WTVT-TV’s Doc on Call segment, which is aimed at helping parents
learn more about children’s health issues. The segment airs each Monday morning on Good Day
Tampa Bay.
www.hopkinsallchildrens.org/ach-news/general-news/bicycle-safety-for-children

ST. PETERSBURG'S BIKE COORDINATOR SPEAKS OF ROAD DESIGNS, SAFETY AND
MISCONCEPTIONS
by Jasper Scherer, Times Staff Writer
September 14, 2017

ST. PETERSBURG — Drive around the city long enough and you start to notice small changes on its roads and streets: the widening of a bike lane
by half a foot, reconfigured intersections, more bike racks in front of small businesses.
The man responsible for many of these changes is Lucas Cruse, St. Petersburg's bicycle pedestrian coordinator. He took over the job in 2014 from
his current boss, transportation manager Cheryl Stacks.
Last year, St. Petersburg did not record a bike death for the second time in the last four years, according to data from the St. Petersburg Police
Department. By this metric, bike safety has remained stable in the city during the last few years, with seven recorded bike fatalities since the start of
2012 after a particularly deadly year in 2011, when four bikers were killed.
Cruse believes more bikers on the road leads to safer riding conditions, because that way drivers become cognizant of the cyclists' presence. Projects
to encourage biking in the city include the $1.5 million Coast Bike Share program, which launched in February after the city rolled out a demo version
last November. The City Council also recently approved construction funding to add a bike lane on 30th Avenue N from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Street to 58th Street.
We sat down with Cruse to discuss his job, bike riding in St. Petersburg and how he keeps the city safe. The interview has been edited and condensed
for clarity.
What does your job entail on a day-to-day basis?
In general, my job involves roadway design. That includes when a road is being resurfaced, we look at how you could include bike facilities on there,
or how to improve (existing) bike facilities. It also includes reviewing developments that come in. So, when someone's building a new building
downtown, we review it for adequate bike parking, the lanes that pass by the building, sidewalk access — just how people interact with a building on
foot or on bike.
We also have a program where we proactively install bike racks. I field calls, at least a few a week, of businesses asking for bike racks. I help them
figure out their sites and where it could work, and schedule a time to get out there.
How to do you balance short-term needs with longer, more ambitious projects?
It's always switching back and forth. I find both of them rewarding. On one hand, the big picture policy stuff is essential; we need to keep working on
it. But on the other hand, one of the things I like the most is working with a business owner to put bike racks up, because it's immediate and it makes
a difference. It's very hands on. And same with little design tweaks in neighborhoods where a bike lane has an issue.
I guess that's kind of why I like local government. You get the big picture stuff, but it's also just very hands-on. I like that — I like the people who call
in and say, 'Hey, I have this problem,' or 'Tell me why this is like this.' Being in this long enough, you realize that every block has a story. Why is a
tree there, why is that garbage can here? Whatever it is that's there or not there, there's a story for why it is. I go all around the city and it's a mosaic
of stories.
What's the most challenging part of your job?
There something about bicycling, that everyone has an opinion on it. You mention bicycling, and filters go away. It's just, 'Oh, I hate bicyclists' or 'I
love it, I'm a cyclist!' It's that love-hate part that makes it engaging, but at the same time it doesn't turn off.
How often do you deal with what you view as misconceptions about bike safety?
All the time. Basically any time a crash happens, it's almost always reported as something that's unsafe.
The perception is an issue. The general thought nationwide is, the more people biking, the safer it is. Kind of the more it's expected, the more it's
normalized, and it's not seen as just 'those bike people' doing it. People drive differently here than they do elsewhere. They're looking both ways at
crosswalks because they know there's probably going to be someone stepping off the curb or a bicyclist coming. And so, it's one of those self-fulfilling
things.
What do you like about the job?
I guess I'd say just the diversity of it. It can be detailed: the widths of a stripe and a half-foot of a lane, and getting into the weeds of that. And then it
can also be answering the phone when someone calls and says, 'I had this problem with this guy on a bike,' and by the end of the conversation
they're like, 'Oh yeah, that makes a lot of sense.'
Do you have a way of measuring how widepsread bike riding is in the city?
The way I generally put it is, you can stand on any street corner in downtown St. Pete, and within a minute you're going to see at least one — or
probably more — people on bike. They're everywhere, all the time.

www.tampabay.com/news/transportation/st-petersburgs-bike-coordinator-speaks-of-road-designs-safety-and/2337210

WHY LEADING SMART CITIES ARE OFTEN BIKE-FRIENDLY CITIES
The International Cycling Safety Conference in Davis, Calif., will explore how data
from vehicles, smart and connected devices or sensors and other objects in the urban
landscape can work to serve the needs and safety of cyclists.
by Skip Descant
September 18, 2017

When it comes to smart city project planning and deployment, bicycles are
just as much a part of the equation as the many other components (like
street lights and parking meters), according to city planning and bicycle
advocates.
“I certainly believe that cyclists need to be considered an important aspect
of city planning and design, and treated as an equal in terms of the other
modes of transportation,” said Jason Moore, assistant professor of
mechanical and aerospace engineering at University of California, Davis.
Moore, who also serves as a member of the organizing committee for
the International Cycling Safety Conference scheduled to descend upon
UC Davis on Sept. 21 and 22, said he thinks a complete city is going to
have many modes of transportation.

The International Cycling Safety Conference is set for
Sept. 21 and 22 at the University of California, Davis.
The conference will explore how smart cities technology
can help to make urban areas more bicycle-friendly.
DAVID KIDD/GOVERNMENT TECHNOLOGY

"And for it to be a good city, it will have many options,” he added. “And
hopefully too, most cities are trying to promote options that target certain bad things that are going on. For
example, from pollution, to congestion, to physical fitness of the inhabitants of the city, to safety, to enjoyment,
to convenience.”

One of the “hot topics” at the conference, now in its sixth year — and the first in the United States — is to explore
how data streams coming from vehicles, smart and connected devices or sensors and other objects in the urban
landscape can work to also serve the needs and safety of cyclists, which are an increasing participant in urban
mobility.
Moore notes that people are just starting to think about how to use this data to identify problem areas and make
cities safer for bicycles. And it's an area that can combine traditional civil engineering, cycling safety, sensors
and data technology. For example, Debbie Niemeier, also a professor in the department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering, is experimenting with bicycles that can automatically collect data on the state of city
bicycle paths as their users ride around town.
Similarly, the running and cycling app Strava is often used by bike commuters to track their route. The company
sells access to its data sets to city planners who can use this crowdsourced information to determine what routes
are most favored by cyclists.
“So city planners are very eager to see this data right now, which shows bicycling patterns,” said Moore.
Sessions and workshops will also address the use of bicycle helmets, and how much priority should be given to
enforcing helmet use compared to other measures.
The more forward-thinking — and in many cases smart — cities today are those that consider cyclists as crucial
players in their mobility landscape and are welcoming toward developing bicycle infrastructure, say researchers.
“I think the last two decades, we have seen a stronger resurgence in this role for the bicycle — not just
recreational life, but in actual commuting and daily use,” said Moore. “You can look at all the great cities in the
USA right now, and they are all enacting specific targeted plans to increase the convenience of bicycling. And it
helps with their sustainability needs, and then there’s other things like pollution and congestion, etc.”
For more information about the sorts of bicycle planning and safety research being developed at UC Davis,
visit UC Davis Bicycle Research Collection.
© 2017 All rights reserved. e.Republic
www.govtech.com/fs/Why-Leading-Smart-Cities-Are-Often-Bike-Friendly-Cities.html

GETTING THERE: USF bike rental goes high tech
by Chuck Henson, Real Time Traffic Expert
September 20, 2017

TAMPA -- For years students at the University of South Florida have enjoyed a bike rental
program.
The process was simple. A student ID was presented at the Student Activities Center and the
bikes were returned to that same place.
Now, Dr. Sean Barbeau and his students have taken the process high tech and, in doing so, put
USF in a national spotlight.
"We worked with another student to come up with the idea as part of the Google Summer of Code
Program. As part of this Google program, students from around the world work on cutting edge
open source software projects."
In this case that meant creating software to track the existing location of every bike in the ShareA-Bull Bikeshare program and make that information available through the HART One Bus Away
Application. It's the first time bikeshare data has been merged with transit data in the same
application, according to Barbeau.
"What's interesting about this feature in One Bus Away is for the newer floating bikes that have
GPS units on them," Barbeau said. "You're able to find those rather easily within the app and
those bikes don't have racks."
App users with existing accounts can see the location of bikes on campus, reserve them, then
when finished, simply lock the bike up when finished. The new location of the available bike is
then visible for the next user.
Coast Bike Share, owners of the USF bikes, is also using crowd-sourcing data from student usage
to reposition bikes into high demand areas.
 App users can see location
The app is still in beta testing, however, the test is open and
of bikes on campus
anyone may join. To download the One Bus Away Application and
 Bikeshare data merged with
be part of the USF Bikeshare test, visit the Google Play Store.
transit data in same
application
 Link to learn more

©2017 Charter Communications. All rights reserved

www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/content/news/articles/bn9/2017/9/20/usf_high_tech_bike_r.html
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NEW DESIGN BENEFITS

The community has made it
clear that they want:

The new design will improve incident management in emergency
response situations, which addresses safety concerns raised by the
community during our outreach process.

♦♦ infrastructure that can accommodate transit,

Hurricane evacuation plans can utilize all the lanes. In the aftermath
of Hurricane Irma, this is particularly important for coastal Pinellas
County, the most densely populated county in Florida.

with flexibility across modes

♦♦ safety to be a top priority, including incident
management and evacuation preparedness

The new design would provide improved operations of Express Bus
Service and better accommodate the possibility of future transit.

♦♦ transportation improvements that anticipate
future demand and are cost effective

The new design includes a bicycle/pedestrian trail, which
accommodates requests from both the Hillsborough MPO and
Forward Pinellas and reflects the increased emphasis the community
has asked us to place on bicycle/pedestrian facilities.

♦♦ more bicycle and pedestrian options across the

In order to accommodate light rail in the future, we would not have to
construct a third bridge as called for in the previous plan. We would
only need to widen the existing southbound bridge and shift some
of the travel lanes to the widened bridge, which would be more cost
efficient and less impactful to the environment.

entire region

HOWARD FRANKLAND BRIDGE PUBLIC HEARING
The dates and locations are as follows:

This new design would accommodate future demand at a much lower
cost than adding lanes as part of future construction.

Tuesday, November 14
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Tampa Marriott Westshore
1001 N. Westshore Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33607

The additional express lane in each direction will better prepare the
Howard Frankland Bridge for the potential of autonomous vehicles.
Experts believe that initially autonomous vehicles (passenger and
transit) may operate in dedicated lanes.

Thursday, November 16
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Hilton-St. Pete Carillon Park
950 Lake Carillon Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33716

Additional information about the Howard Frankland Bridge Project is available at TampaBayNext.com.
FDOT will host local and regional opportunities to participate in developing meaningful transportation solutions.

For more project specific information and to get involved:

www.TampaBayNext.com
Like us on

TampaBayNext@dot.state.fl.us

/TampaBayNext

Follow us on
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The most recent plan for the Howard Frankland Bridge was
announced in early 2017. Since that time, the Florida Department
of Transportation conducted public outreach as part of the
Tampa Bay Next process and gathered valuable input to enhance
the project.
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FDOT is rebuilding the existing northbound
bridge, which was originally constructed in
1960, and adding capacity to alleviate
traffic congestion.

Tampa International
Airport

(813) 975-NEXT

@TampaBayNext

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans
with Disabilities Act to participate in this informational meeting, or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to notify the agency at least seven (7) days prior to the
meeting by contacting: Christopher Speese, Public Involvement Coordinator, at Christopher.Speese@dot.state.fl.us, 1 (800) 226-7220 or (813) 975-6405. The environmental review, consultation,
and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) pursuant to 23
U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 14, 2016 and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and FDOT. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please
contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1 (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1 (800) 955-8770 (Voice).
Comuníquese con nosotros: Nos importa mucho la opinión del público sobre el proyecto. Si tiene preguntas o comentarios, o simplemente desea más información, por favor comuníquese con
nosotros. Nuestra representante en español es: Lilliam Escalera, (813) 975-6445, Lilliam.Escalera@dot.state.fl.us.
093017
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Howard Frankland Bridge
This Is What We Are Proposing To Build In 2020.
New Bridge with Bike/Ped Trail on the Outside and
2 Express Lanes in each Direction

Existing Southbound
Converts to Northbound

BIKE / PED TRAIL

STRUCTURE WILL
SUPPORT FUTURE
RAIL TRANSIT

General Purpose
Lanes

Express
Lanes

Express
Lanes

Total Width 168'

100' Min
Separation

Total Width 70'

This Is How We Would Accommodate Rail In The Future.
Southbound Bridge with Express Lanes
and Rail Transit

Northbound Widened to Outside
to Accommodate Express Lanes

BIKE / PED TRAIL

EXPANSION

General Purpose
Lanes

Express
Lanes
Total Width 168'

Light Rail

Express
Lanes
100' Min
Separation

General Purpose
Lanes
Total Width 111'
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PARIS BANS ALL CARS FROM THE WHOLE CITY FOR A DAY

© Christophe Simon/AFP/Getty Images Two cyclists and pedestrians cycle and walk along
the Champs Elysees with the Arc de Triumph in the background during a "car free" day in
Paris on Oct. 1, 2017.
Associated Press
October 2, 2017

PARIS — Pedestrians are being encouraged to stroll the City of Light as the French capital
banned cars throughout the city for a day.
Paris has experimented in the past with car-free days, but Sunday marked the first time the entire
city was handed over to ramblers, cyclists and roller-bladers.
Only emergency vehicles, buses and taxis allowed on the streets from 11 a.m. (1000 GMT; 0400
EDT) until 6 p.m. (1700 GMT; 1300 EDT)
Thousands reclaimed the boulevards, and many like Maxime Denis were thrilled to experience
the city without the combustion engine.
As he walked near Place de la Republique in the city center, Denis told the Associated Press that
it was nice to walk "without any risk to be run over."

© 2017 Microsoft

www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/paris-bans-all-cars-from-the-whole-city-for-a-day/ar-AAsHZAt?OCID=ansmsnnews11
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FHWA Hosts Vision Zero Peer Exchange in Indianapolis
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) hosted a Vision Zero Peer Exchange in Indianapolis on
June 6 and 7. Vision Zero is a multi-national road
traffic safety project that
aims to achieve a highway
system with no fatalities or
serious injuries involving
road traffic. The peer exchange also supports the
goals of the United States
Department of Transportation’s and the National Safety Council’s Road to Zero
Coalition, which has the
goal of ending fatalities on
the nation’s roads in the
next 30 years. The following cities participated:


Chicago, IL



Philadelphia, PA



Fort Lauderdale, FL



Austin, TX



Los Angeles, CA



Santa Ana, CA



San Francisco, CA



Indianapolis, IN

The event lasted 1.5 days
and was attended by around
50 people, including some
from the Indiana Department of Transportation, the
local metropolitan planning
organization and the city of

Indianapolis. The National
Safety Council also sent a
representative.
The event was structured
with cities making presentation on areas of expertise:
-Partnerships and Collaboration (Austin and Indianapolis).
-Baseline Data and Tracking
(New York City and San
Francisco).

-Communications and Outreach (Chicago and Ft.
Lauderdale).

There was also a roundtable
discussion at the end where
participants could bring up
issues/ask questions to be
answered by the group.
Health by Design hosted a
community event on the
evening of June 5 to raise
awareness of Vision Zero.
The event showcased examples and lessons-learned
from cities and organizations
(Austin and New York)
working on Vision Zero,
demonstrating how they have
made their streets safer for
people walking, biking, riding
transit, and driving.

-Moving From Plan to Progress (Los Angeles, San FranThis was the first Vision Zecisco, Santa Ana).
ro-focused peer exchange
-Vision Zero Success Stories
held by FHWA. For infor(Austin, Chicago, New York
mation, contact:
City, Santa Ana).
tamara.redmon@dot.gov.
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Progress in the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Focus States and Cities
Since 2004, FHWA's Safety Office has been
working to aggressively reduce pedestrian
deaths by focusing extra resources on the
cities and states with the highest pedestrian
and bicyclist fatalities and/or fatality rates.
Bicyclists were added to the Focused Approach in 2015 and the initiative is known as
the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Focus
States and Cities.

The information contained in the baseline
report was recently updated to mark the first
year of the latest technical assistance contract. Some notable highlights documented
in the update are:


Tucson is close to finalizing a Pedestrian
Safety Action Plan.



Los Angeles finalized their Vision Zero
plan and began implementing the plan
with a dedicated $27 million in bond
funding.

As mentioned in the Summer 2011 and Fall
2010 Pedestrian Forum Newsletters, FHWA has
had measurable success with the focused

approach, and hopes to continue that momentum by continuing to provide free technical assistance and training, being more aggressive in gaining a commitment to pedestrian and bicyclist safety among stakeholders,
and in measuring progress through the establishment of a baseline assessment.

A new technical assistance contract was
awarded to VHB last summer and a major
part of the new contract will include tracking
progress made in each focus state and city.
An internal baseline assessment report was
prepared that documents each agency’s current approach to pedestrian and bicycle safe- 
ty. The reports identify current plans, data
analysis, programs, and other details for each
Focus City and State, and makes an assessment about level of need for further assistance in each agency.

The city of Santa Ana is working on a
number of crosswalk upgrades, transit
stop improvements, traffic signal modifications, and bike lane projects as part
of its implementation phase.
New York city saw its lowest number of
fatalities in history over the first six
months of 2017. In 2016, the city installed 776 leading pedestrian intervals,
18.5 miles of separated bike lanes, and
109 left turn treatments at intersections.

San Francisco released its updated twoyear Vision Zero strategy and continues
to make progress toward implementing
its plans’ recommendations. The city
has been working aggressively through
its state legislature to change policies
that will allow the City to begin using
automated speed enforcement.

In addition, each city and state was assigned
a category of “Getting Started,” “Making
Some further successes of the focus cities
Progress,” or “Advanced” to mark where
and states are highlighted in a recent article
they are in their pedestrian and bike safety
in Public Roads Magazine.
improvements process. The intent is that
this information will be periodically updated
to track any progress made over the years.

Interim Approval for Optional Use of Two-Stage Bicycle Turn Boxes
The FHWA issued an Interim Approval for
the optional use of two-stage bicycle turn
boxes in July. Interim Approval allows interim use, pending official rulemaking, of a
new traffic control device, a revision to the
application or manner of use of an existing
traffic control device, or a provision not specifically described in the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices for Streets and

Highways (MUTCD).
The two-stage bicycle turn box is an area set
aside for bicyclists to queue to turn at a signalized intersection outside of the traveled
path of motor vehicles and other bicycles.
When using a two-stage bicycle turn box to
make a left turn, a bicyclist would proceed
on a green signal indication to the turn box
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bicycle turn boxes reduce conflicts beon the right-hand side of the travel lanes, tween bicycles and pedestrians and sepaand then turn left within the turn box and rate queued bicyclists waiting to turn from
wait for the appropriate signal indication through bicyclists moving on the green
on the cross street to proceed. Two-stage signal. Agencies around the country have
bicycle turn boxes can also be used with a shown significant interest in two-stage bicycle turn boxes, with 12 experiments apleft-side bicycle facility to facilitate bicyproved under the 2009 edition of the
clists turning right.
MUTCD for a variety of government
In addition to mitigating conflicts inherent agencies.
in merging across traffic to turn, two-stage
Continued page 3

Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria 5th Edition Guideline Updated
With traffic fatalities on the rise, guidance
on how to collect high-quality crash data
becomes ever more important. The Model
Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria
(MMUCC) 5th Edition guideline has been
updated to reflect the latest behavioral and
technological changes impacting vehicles,
drivers, non-motorized users, and frontline data collectors. The voluntary
MMUCC guideline identifies motor vehicle
crash data elements and attributes that
States are encouraged to include in their
crash data systems. It encourages greater
uniformity and common definitions for
vehicle crash data to make it easier to share
and compare data at the local, State and
national levels.

and occupants of transport vehicles other
than motor vehicles.” Users can further
define the type of non-motorist by reviewing element “P4. Person Type”, which provides the following categories for nonmotorists: bicyclist; other cyclist; pedestrian; other pedestrian (wheelchair, person in
a building, skater, personal conveyance,
etc.); occupant of a non-motor vehicle
transportation device; unknown type of
non-motorist.

To call attention to the data needs of nonmotorist related crashes, the Non-Motorist
Section was created, shifting five previous
MMUCC elements and adding one new
one into a single, cohesive section. This
new design helps to reduce the data collecThis most recent update reorganizes the
tion burden on law enforcement for most
guideline into context-specific sections
crashes while also giving special focus to
related to the type of crash and encourag- fatal, large vehicle and hazardous materials
ing more data to be linked or derived from and non-motorist crashes when they occur.
integrated systems. There are three new
Other important updates include guidance
sections related to Fatal, Large Vehicles
to help improve data quality, mapping rules
and Hazardous Materials, and Nonto help States measure the extent to which
Motorist crashes. The most critical changes their crash data aligns with MMUCC, and
related to pedestrians and bicyclists revolve an editable MMUCC-based crash report
around the change in definition of nontemplate. A dynamic element that captures
motorist and the creation of the Nondata on crashes involving autonomous veMotorist Section.
hicle systems has also been introduced.
Previous editions of MMUCC and ANSI
D-16 included persons in parked cars
(termed, occupants of motor vehicles not
in transport) into the category of nonmotorists. The new definition of NonMotorist includes “any person who is not
an occupant of a motor vehicle. This includes pedestrians, bicyclists, other cyclists,

To download a copy of the MMUCC 5th
Edition and learn more about the resources available, visit the new website at
www.nhtsa.gov/mmucc. New resources
for data collectors, data managers and data
users will be added, so check back! For
info contact: sarah.weissman@dot.gov.

“We need good data
to make informed decisions about how to
change driver behaviors and save more
lives. GHSA strongly
encourages states to
align their crash records with MMUCC and
collect comprehensive, consistent data
that is critical to pinpointing regional and
national trends.”
-Jonathan Adkins,
GHSA Executive Director

FHWA
Tamara Redmon, Pedestrian Safety Program Manager
Federal Highway Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room E71-303
Washington, DC 20590
Phone: 202-366-4077
Fax: 202-366-3222
E-mail: tamara.redmon@dot.gov

This Pedestrian and Bicyclist Forum is available on the
Web at http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/
pedforum/
To receive information on future newsletters, please
use the e-subscription service provided on this site:
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/esubscribe.cfm. Scroll
down to “Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety” and select

Helping Communities to provide safe and convenient transportation choices to all citizens,
whether it’s by walking, bicycling, transit, or
driving is a high priority of the U.S. Department
of Transportation. Each year, unfortunately,
pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities comprise
about 17 percent of all traffic fatalities and there
are approximately 6,000 pedestrian and bicyclist
deaths. Another 115,000 pedestrians and bicyclists are injured in roadway crashes annually.
Pedestrian and bicyclist safety improvements
depend on an integrated approach that involves
the four E’s: Engineering, Enforcement, Education, and Emergency Services. The Pedestrian
and Bicyclist Forum highlights recent pedestrian and bike safety activities related to the four
E’s that will help save lives.

FHWA Resources to Promote Multi-Modal Networks
FHWA continues to promote the use of
multi-modal networks with the development and dissemination of various resources. A connected network provides
a safe and comfortable transportation
experience, enabling people of all ages
and abilities to get where they want to
go by their chosen mode.
The FHWA-funded Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (PBIC) released an info brief on Defining Connected Bike Networks in May. The
brief contains information on what a
connected bike network is, why they
matter, and how to measure them. It
also includes references and useful resources. The PBIC discussed the info
brief in a webinar on May 17. The webinar recording is available here.
Also note that there is a PBIC recording
of a webinar focusing on FHWA’s In-

corporating Bicycle Networks into
Resurfacing Projects report available here.
Following are some other available
resources previously mentioned in
this newsletter:
 Bike Network Mapping Idea Book
 Small Town and Rural Multimodal
Networks.
 Achieving Multimodal Networks:
Applying Design Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts. Bicycle Network
Planning & Facility Design Approaches in the Netherlands and the
United States
 Case Studies in Delivering Safe,
Comfortable, and Connected Pedestrian and Bicycle Networks.

 Noteworthy Local Policies that
Support Safety and Complete Pedestrian and Bicycle Networks

Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:
August 1 – August 31, 2017 (31 days)

Total Usage

Monthly Trail Users by Counter Location

31-Day Count Total:
Daily Average Users:

NA
NA

East Lake Tarpon
Wall Springs
Dunedin

Highest Daily Totals:

Clearwater

#1 – Saturday, August 19th (Dunedin - 1,180)

#2 – Saturday, August

5th

Walsingham
Seminole

(Wall Springs - 932)

#3 – Sunday, August 20th (Clearwater - 638)

Bay Pines
St. Petersburg

Note: Dunedin ped counts are estimates only; Walsingham & Bay Pines
counts are temporarily unavailable due to technical difficulties.

Counter Locations

Weekday & Weekend Profile

Trail User Mode Split
East Lake Tarpon:
Wall Springs:
Dunedin:
Clearwater:
Walsingham:
Seminole:
Bay Pines:
St. Petersburg:

1%
20%
4%
38%
NA

2%
NA

5%

99%
80%
96%
62%
NA

98%
NA

95%

Source: Forward Pinellas August 2017
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DATAID
047F17
042F17
048F17
055F17
066F17
088F17
004F17
005F17
008F17
010F17
022F17
030F17
051F17
025F17
026F17
027F17
035F17
059F17
041F17
045F17
067F17
061F17
063F17
065F17
075F17
080F17
082F17
086F17
090F17
091F17
002F17
003F17
057F17
009F17
031F17
058F17
011F17
012F17
032F17
019F17
024F17
023F17
028F17
033F17
037F17
083F17
040F17
044F17
053F17
062F17
069F17
072F17
070F17
073F17
081F17
084F17
087F17
089F17
001F17
017F17
006F17
007F17
018F17
014F17
013F17
015F17
016F17
029F17
021F17
020F17
052F17
049F17
034F17
050F17
036F17
038F17
039F17
060F17
043F17
046F17
054F17
056F17
064F17
071F17
068F17
074F17
076F17
078F17
077F17
079F17
085F17
092F17

ROADWAY
CLEVELAND ST
SR688 | ULMERTON RD
6TH ST S
BAYSIDE BRIDGE
DREW ST
62ND AVE N
5TH AVE N
113TH ST N
COURT ST
SR688 | WALSINGHAM RD
GANDY BLVD
62ND AVE N
SEMINOLE BLVD
ALT 19 HWY | TYRONE BLVD
US 19 HWY
PASADENA AVE
GANDY BLVD
ALDERMAN RD
110TH AVE N
28TH ST S
38TH AVE N
SEMINOLE BLVD
EAST LAKE RD
PARK BLVD
ULMERTON RD
N MISSOURI AVE
GULF-TO-BAY BLVD
49TH ST N
US19 HWY
BRYAN DAIRY RD
42ND AVE N
49TH ST N
EAST BAY DR
US 19 HWY
TAMPA RD
SR 580
GULF BLVD
49TH ST N
SR 580
GANDY BLVD
US 19 HWY
54TH AVE N
66TH ST N
SR688 | ULMERTON RD
I-275
54TH AVE N
US19 HWY
I-275 RAMP
34TH ST N
62ND AVE N
SR688 | ULMERTON RD
1ST AVE S
US19 HWY
S MISSOURI AVE
US 19 HWY
4TH ST S
US19 HWY
4TH ST N
US19 HWY
US ALT 19 | SEMINOLE BLVD
I-375
SNELL ISLE BLVD NE
GULF-TO-BAY BLVD
PASADENA AVE S
EASTLAKE RD
58TH ST N
SR686 | ROOSEVELT BLVD
COURTNEY CAMPBELL CSWY
38TH AVE N
CR611 | McMULLEN BOOTH RD
I-275
49TH ST N
GANDY BLVD
US 19 HWY
16TH ST S
5TH AVE N
4TH ST N
EAST LAKE RD
DREW ST
S BELCHER RD
BELCHER RD
PARK BLVD
I-275
US19 HWY
PARK BLVD
TAMPA RD
PARK ST N
SR688 | ULMERTON RD
COURTNEY CAMPBELL CSWY
US 19 HWY
BELCHER RD
DREW ST

LOCATION
FREDRICA AVE (delayed fatality)
E OF 58TH ST N
3300 BLOCK
S OF SR60 (delayed fatality)
BOOTH AVE
16TH ST N (delayed fatality)
34TH ST N
9000 BLOCK
CHESTNUT ST
137TH ST
GRAND AVE
1400 BLOCK
16TH AVE SE
33RD AVE N
PINE RIDGE WAY S
JUST W OF SHORE DR
E OF SAN FERNANDO BLVD
EAST RIDGE DR
BETWEEN 58TH ST N & 56TH LN
6TH AVE S
31ST ST N
114TH AVE N
TRINITY BLVD
128TH ST N
CORAL WAY
ROSERY RD (scooter - MC?)
S HERCULES AVE
58TH AVE N
MANGO ST
JUST W OF US19 HWY
4TH ST N
3500 BLOCK
E OF CENTRAL PARK DR
S OF TAMPA RD
4000 BLOCK (delayed fatality)
E OF PINETREE LN
JUST N OF 13OTH AVE
JUST S OF 47TH AVE N
SUMMERDALE DR
E OF 4TH ST N
SR688 | ULMERTON RD
DR MARTIN LUTHER KING ST N
126TH AVE N
34TH ST N
NEAR MILE MARKER 23
28TH ST N (delayed fatality)
JUST NORTH OF EAST BAY DR
PINELLAS POINT DR
13TH AVE N
5500 BLOCK
JUST E OF 62ND ST N
8TH ST S (delayed fatality)
ALDERMAN RD
NEAR TURNER ST (delayed fatality)
ROOSEVELT BLVD
5TH AVE S (delayed fatality)
JUST N OF SUNSET POINT RD
6600 BLOCK
ROYAL BLVD
102ND AVE N (delayed fatality)
WB EXIT RAMP TO I-275
NB AT CURVE
OLD COACHMAN RD
SHORE DR
KEYSTONE RD
62ND AVE N
62ND ST N
DAMASCUS RD
I-275 NB ON-RAMP
CURLEW RD
HALF MILE EAST OF 4TH ST N
JUST S OF CR296 (delayed fatality)
WB APPROACHING I-275
COUNTRY GROVE BL (delayed fatality)
1700 BLOCK
65TH ST N
17TH AVE N
TARPON LAKE BLVD
KEYSTONE DR
13625 (Largo)
N OF CURLEW RD
6300 BLOCK
N OF 4TH ST N
BELLEAIR RD (delayed fatality)
43RD ST N
US 19 HWY
2100 BLOCK
121ST ST N (unborn baby fatality)
PINELLAS SIDE OF BRIDGE
70TH AVE N
75TH ST N
DUNCAN AVE

DESC_
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
BIC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
MC
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
PED
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH
VEH

DATE
FATAL
5/30/2017
1
5/31/2017
1
6/15/2017
1
6/23/2017
1
7/11/2017
1
9/18/2017
1
1/17/2017
1
1/19/2017
1
1/27/2017
1
1/31/2017
2
3/12/2017
1
3/16/2017
1
3/17/2017
1
3/20/2017
1
3/23/2017
1
3/25/2017
1
4/25/2017
1
5/13/2017
1
5/30/2017
1
6/8/2017
1
6/22/2017
1
7/1/2017
2
7/6/2017
1
7/11/2017
1
8/8/2017
1
8/20/2017
1
8/31/2017
1
9/18/2017
1
9/29/2017
1
9/30/2017
1
1/9/2017
1
1/9/2017
1
1/12/2017
1
1/25/2017
1
1/25/2017
1
1/28/2017
1
2/8/2017
1
2/9/2017
1
2/11/2017
1
3/2/2017
1
3/17/2017
1
3/20/2017
1
3/29/2017
1
4/5/2017
1
4/27/2017
1
5/7/2017
1
5/12/2017
2
6/2/2017
1
6/7/2017
1
7/3/2017
1
7/22/2017
1
7/28/2017
1
7/31/2017
1
8/4/2017
1
8/23/2017
1
8/27/2017
1
9/20/2017
1
9/27/2017
1
1/4/2017
1
1/5/2017
1
1/25/2017
1
1/25/2017
1
2/4/2017
1
2/12/2017
1
2/16/2017
1
2/18/2017
1
2/21/2017
1
3/4/2017
1
3/10/2017
1
3/11/2017
1
4/14/2017
1
4/20/2017
1
4/22/2017
1
4/25/2017
1
4/29/2017
1
5/2/2017
1
5/14/2017
1
5/26/2017
1
6/3/2017
1
6/9/2017
1
6/27/2017
1
6/27/2017
1
7/8/2017
1
7/9/2017
1
7/18/2017
1
8/6/2017
3
8/12/2017
1
8/16/2017
1
8/17/2017
1
8/19/2017
1
9/17/2017
1
10/2/2017
1

PINELLAS COUNTY
INITIAL REPORTING
of Traffic Fatalities
thru October 2, 2017
97 FATALITIES INCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS *

97 FATALITIES EXCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS
92 CRASHES (fatal) INCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS *

92 CRASHES (fatal) EXCLUDING MEDICAL INCIDENTS
0 OTHER TRAFFIC RELATED FATALITIES BUT NO IMMINENT CRASH
REPORT

36 AUTO-VEHICLE FATALITIES
37.1%

(medical crashes not included)

34 AUTO-VEHICLE CRASHES (fatal)

VULNERABLE ROAD USERS
26 MOTORCYCLE FATALITIES
26.8% of all traffic fatalities

24 MOTORCYCLE CRASHES (fatal)
6 BICYCLE FATALITIES
6.2% of all traffic fatalities

6 BICYCLE CRASHES (fatal)
29 PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES
29.9% of all traffic fatalities (includes other small modes)

28 PEDESTRIAN CRASHES (fatal)
61 VULNERABLE USER FATALITIES
58 VULNERABLE USER CRASHES (fatal)

62.9% Vulnerable/total fatalities
(medical crashes not included)

NOTE
Table not an official representation,
based upon initial reporting,
subject to change upon verification.
Forward Pinellas

* MEDICAL INCIDENTS INCLUDE HEART ATTACKS, STROKE, OR OTHER FATAL CONDITION.

