
 

 

 

 

THE PLANNING COUNCIL AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR PINELLAS COUNTY 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS   (8:30 – 8:35)  

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Please limit comments to 3 minutes  (8:35 – 8:40) 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 27, 2020   (8:40 – 8:45)  

4. FORWARD PINELLAS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – February 12, 2020  (8:45 – 8:50)  

5. COMPLETE STREET AWARDS  (8:50 – 9:05) 

6. TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PRIORITY LIST   (9:05 – 9:20) 

7. CENSUS UPDATE   (9:20 – 9:35) 

8. ANNUAL TRAIL COUNTER SUMMARY  (9:35 – 9:45)      

9. BIKE YOUR CITY 2020  (9:45– 9:55)      

10. BPAC BUSINESS   (9:55 – 10:05)    

A. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)  

B. Friends of the Pinellas Trail  

C. Tri-County BPAC 

11. AGENCY REPORTS   (10:05 – 10:20)      

12. OTHER BUSINESS  (10:20 – 10:30) 
A. SPOTLight 
B. Membership 
C. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest   
D. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics  
E. Other 

13. ADJOURNMENT (10:30)   

 

NEXT BPAC MEETING  –  MARCH 16, 2020 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who 
require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge) 
should contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 300, Clearwater, Florida 33756; [(727) 464-4062 
(V/TDD)] at least seven days prior to the meeting.  

Appeals: Certain public meetings result in actions taken by the public board, commission or agency that may be appealed; in such case 
persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at a public meeting/hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings, 
and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.   

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE (BPAC) MEETING AGENDA  

February 24, 2020 – 8:30 a.m.  

310 Court Street, 1st Floor Conf. Room 

Clearwater, FL 33756 



 

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – February 24, 2020 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 

The meeting summary for the January 27, 2020 meeting is attached for review and approval.   
 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  BPAC Meeting Summary – January 27, 2020 
 
ACTION:  Approval of Meeting Summary 
 



FORWARD PINELLAS 
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY 

JANUARY 27, 2020 

The following is a summary of the Forward Pinellas Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) held on 
January 27, 2020, in the Pinellas County Planning Department Conference Room, First Floor, 310 Court Street, 
Clearwater, Florida.   
 

BPAC Members Present 
Brian Smith, Chairman At Large Citizen Representative  
Becky Afonso, Vice Chair North County Citizen Representative, Oldsmar 
Julie Bond CUTR 
Dr. Lynn Bosco At Large Citizen Representative 
Kimberly Cooper St. Petersburg Citizen Representative 
Lucas Cruse St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator 
David Feller North County Citizen Representative, Oldsmar 
Lyle Fowler PC Parks & Conservation Resources (PCR)  
Diane Friel City of Largo 
Deputy Eric Gibson Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office 
Byron Hall Pinellas Park Citizen Representative 
Chip Haynes Clearwater Citizen Representative  
Alan Johnson South Beaches Citizen Representative  
Charlie Johnson St. Petersburg Citizen Representative  
Paul Kurtz At Large Citizen Representative  
Jacob Labutka PSTA 
Caroline Lanford Pinellas County Planning Department 
Stephen Lasky At Large Citizen Representative  
Lauren Matzke City of Clearwater 
Ron Rasmussen Pinellas Park Citizen Representative 
Joan Rice Pinellas County Public Works Traffic  
Michael Siebel At Large Citizen Representative  
Bert Valery North Beaches Citizen Representative 
Jim Wedlake Seminole Citizen Representative 
Cammie Weeks Pinellas County School System Representative 
Georgia Wildrick Largo Citizen Representative 
Robert Yunk At Large Citizen Representative 
 
BPAC Members Absent 
Daniel Alejandro Largo Citizen Representative 
Win Dermody Clearwater Citizen Representative 
Felicia Donnelly  City of Oldsmar 
Edward Hawkes At Large Citizen Representative  
Dr. Jan Hirschfield Pinellas Trails, Inc.  
Charles Martin Dunedin Citizen Representative  
Mike Milvain St. Petersburg Citizen Representative 
Derek Reeves City of Pinellas Park 
Annette Sala At Large Citizen Representative 
 
Others Present 
Alex Henry FDOT 
Jeff Gow Commissioner, City of Dunedin 
Madison Moyer St. Petersburg 
Dale Tindale Just the Truth 
Al Bartolotta Forward Pinellas Staff 
Chelsea Favero Forward Pinellas Staff 
Rodney Chatman Forward Pinellas Staff 
Angela Ryan Forward Pinellas Staff 
Maria Kelly Forward Pinellas Staff 
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1. CALL TO ORDER & INTRODUCTIONS 

Chairman Brian Smith, At Large Citizen Representative, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and the 
attendees introduced themselves.  

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Mr. Dale Tindal spoke to the committee, sharing his concern about FDOT not changing street lights at 
Ulmerton Road and 34th Street in St. Petersburg. He had reported the problem several times to local 
authorities, prior to a pedestrian fatality that occurred there.   

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The summary from November 18, 2019, BPAC meeting was approved with no corrections.   

 

4. FORWARD PINELLAS ACTIONS 

Al Bartolotta, Forward Pinellas Planning Division Manager, reported on recent Forward Pinellas actions.  
First, he explained his and Angela Ryan’s new roles as staff support for the BPAC. Angela is the new 
Active Transportation Planner and her duties will include working with the BPAC. He indicated that the 
Forward Pinellas Board approved recommendations on the changes to the structure of the Chairs 
Coordinating Committee (CCC) and TBARTA.  Specifically, since TBARTA is now focused on transit, the 
CCC will become the main west central Florida regional planning body.  This will give the MPO’s more 
input on regional transportation decisions. Lastly, he stated that the Board has formed a subcommittee to 
further address waterborne transportation. In addition to the above, the consultant for Pinellas County’s 
54th Avenue North complete streets initiative gave an update on the project; and two outgoing CAC 
members were recognized: Neil McMullen and Becky Afonso.  
 
5. BPAC MEMBER RECOGNITION  

Mr. Bert Valery, Indian Rocks Beach citizen and member of the Friends of the Pinellas Trail Organization 
shared a heartfelt message and token of appreciation with Brian Smith, BPAC Chair. Mr. Valery shared 
some history of the BAC and PTAC and Brian’s involvement. He praised Brian’s history of support for the 
committees and for advancing the cause of creating a safer environment for bicycling and walking in 
Pinellas County. Questions were taken and appropriately answered.  

 
6. COMPLETE STREETS APPLICATIONS 
Ms. Favero reviewed the Complete Streets grant applications. Forward Pinellas issued a call for local 
governments to submit applications for funding of complete streets projects within their communities. The 
program, in its third year, awards up to $100,000 for concept planning projects and $1,000,000 for the 
construction of complete streets projects. Seven applications were received: 
 Concept Planning  
▪ Largo - $100,000 request with a $20,000 match. 4th Avenue NE from the Pinellas Trail to Missouri 

Avenue – 0.79 mile – enhance connectivity to increase redevelopment potential 
▪ St. Pete Beach - $70,000 request with a $30,000 match. Boca Ciega Drive/Gulf Winds Drive – 

safety and operational modifications. 
▪ St. Petersburg - $100,000 request with no match. 6th Street – Mirror Lake to Booker Creek – 0.8 

mile – Link the Pinellas Trail to the 6th Avenue Bikeway  
▪ Pinellas Park - $100,000 request with a $75,000 match. 78th Avenue from 60th Street to US 19 – 

1.8 miles – Links City Center and Performing Arts Districts.  
                                                  Construction  
▪ Dunedin - $1 million request with a $3.7 million match. Skinner Boulevard, ½ mile of roadway, 

multimodal accommodations, high bike and golf cart usage, Trail crossing.  
▪ Largo - $1 million request – 1st Avenue NE from Missouri Avenue to 4th Street NE (.26 mile) for 

reconstruction of roadway, widening sidewalks, part of a larger project to connect the Pinellas Trail 
to Largo High School to Central Park. 

▪ St. Petersburg - $1 million request – 28th Street from Gandy Boulevard to Roosevelt Boulevard – 
shared use trail and associated amenities, existing sidewalk gaps and no bicycle accommodations.  

 
Next, the TCC and PAC will form a subcommittee to review applications for recommendations at the next 
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meeting. Questions were taken and appropriately answered. 
 

 7. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
Rodney Chatman, Forward Pinellas Division Manager, shared a presentation with the committee on the 
Active Transportation Plan (ATP), which is the “new” Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan for Pinellas County. 
Aligning with the LRTP, a main objective of the plan was to identify strategic investments that would 
provide better connectivity across Pinellas County. In working with the local governments and other 
stakeholders, 14 projects are introduced in the plan. They include ten bike projects and four overpasses. 
Staff worked with the BPAC to create a vision for this plan focusing on safety, connectivity, comfort and 
health. The ATP consists of five elements: 1) Visions, Goals & Performance Measures; 2) Existing 
Conditions, Inventory & Analysis; 3) Pedestrian & Safety Analysis; 4) Network & Connectivity; and 5) 
Project Prioritization & Concept Summaries. The methodology used to arrive at the ten projects included 
an equity analysis framework to help determine areas where high composite equity scores overlapped 
with areas of low bicycle or pedestrian service. To prioritize projects, criteria tied specifically to the four 
project goals, Quality of Life, Accessible & Comfortable, Integrated & Connected and Safety, was used. 
To ensure funding was allocated equitably from a geographic standpoint, the projects were prioritized by 
location as well as other factors. Locational priority was determined by dividing the county into three 
sections, north, central and south. Projects identified for the three sections are described below. 
 

1. North Project Area– Sunset Point Road /Main Street (Alt US19 to Phillipe Parkway), Nebraska 
Avenue Loop (Nebraska Avenue, 19th Street, CR39/CR95 and West Lake Road), Oldsmar Trail 
(Curlew to Tampa Road);  

2. Central Project Area, 142nd Avenue N/16th Avenue SW (the Pinellas Trail to 58th Street N), 28th 
Street N (Roosevelt Boulevard to 30th Avenue N), San Martin Boulevard (Macama Drive NE (at 
Patricia Road NE) to Gandy Boulevard);  

3. South Project Area, Joe’s Creek Greenway (54th Avenue N to 28th Street N, 71st Street N from 
Joes Creek Greenway to the Pinellas Trail), 9th Avenue N (Park Street N to 1st Street N), 70th 
Avenue N (58th Street N to US 19), 18th Avenue S/Salt Creek Trail Extension (37th Street S to 4th 
Street N, Salt Creek Trail from 18th Avenue). 
 

The Overpass projects were identified and evaluated based on the same criteria.  The trail segments 

identified in the plan for construction are listed below along with the corresponding implementation phase.  

1. 2025 – 18th Avenue S/Salt Creek Trail Extension;  

2. 2026-2030 – 28th Street N, Sunset Point Road and Main Street, 9th Avenue N,  

3. 2031-2035 – 142nd Avenue N/16th Avenue SW, Nebraska Avenue Loop, Joes Creek 
                      Greenway Trail;  
4. 2036-2045 – 70th Avenue N, Oldsmar Trail, San Martin Boulevard Trail.  
 

Planning level cost estimates of all the projects identified in the plan, excluding the overpasses, are  

$62 million. The overpasses are $24 million. Questions were taken and appropriately answered. Paul 
Kurtz made a motion to approve the draft plan. It was seconded by Georgia Wildrick and it passed with a 
unanimous vote.  
 
8. SPOTLIGHT EMPHASIS AREAS UPDATE     
In terms of a Vision for US19, FDOT is currently working on alternative intersection design on US 19 North, 

looking at some potential lower cost at-grade solutions to the planned interchanges north of SR580. They 

have come up with some preliminary conceptual designs that will be presented to the Board as an 

informational item on February 12, 2020.  Another project underway is the FDOT Frontage Road Study 

on US 19 North between Gulf to Bay Boulevard and SR 580.  It is intended to identify improvements to 

make them safer. Forward Pinellas continues to work with the City of St. Petersburg, the Skyway Marina 

District and FDOT on the design of a resurfacing/lane re-purposing project on 34th Street in south St. 

Petersburg. The lane re-purposing part of the project would convert the outside lanes to transit use and/or 

right turn only. In terms of the Gateway Area Master Plan, the draft report from the consultant was received 

and shared with the funding partners. After the draft is reviewed a final report will be produced and brought 

to the committee by May. In terms of Enhancing Beach Access, the Board recommended the formation of 
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a subcommittee to evaluate waterborne transportation and expanding it in the county. Forward Pinellas 

also recently completed a visioning study with the City of Indian Rocks Beach.      

  9. BPAC BUSINESS 

A.  Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)    
Vice-Chair Becky Afonso gave an update on the Florida Bicycle Association. Copies of a revised 
edition of Street Smarts and the Messenger were shared. Nominations are still being accepted for 
the FBA Annual Awards. Winners will be announced on March 1st, the start of Florida Bicycle Month. 
The first session of Ride-Leader Ride-Marshall certification will be held February 8, 2020, in Winter 
Haven, Florida, at the new Advent Health fieldhouse facility. Legislative session is in full swing and 
FBA is following a couple of bills. HB445 and SB308 - Vulnerable Road Users, would apply criminal 
penalty for bodily injury or death if a motorist hits a vulnerable road user. These two bills have been 
filed and given committee assignments but are not on the agenda of the committees yet. HB971 
and SB1148 - Electric bicycles, from Senator Brandes of St. Petersburg, is part of a national effort 
to classify e-bikes.  Specifically, it would authorize local regulation of e-bikes classified as follows: 
1) Class 1 - equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that 
ceases to provide assistance when the bike reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour; 2)  Class 2 - 
equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bike and that ceases to provide 
assistance when it reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour; and 3) Class 3 - equipped with a motor 
that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when 
the bike reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour. The Traffic and Pedestrian Safety bill, HB1371 
and SB1000, has proposed the removal of Rapid Flashing Beacons (RFB) entirely or replacing 
them with the HAWK systems. The opposing argument is that the RRFB’s are effective in reducing 
the chances of fatalities and would be more cost effective that other traffic control options. The City 
of St. Petersburg is opposed to the proposed bills, and Forward Pinellas is composing a letter in 
opposition. BPAC attendees indicated they would like to endorse Forward Pinellas’ action in 
opposing this legislation. Charlie Johnson made a motion to endorse Forward Pinellas taking action 
in opposition to this legislation. This was seconded by Georgia Wildrick and the vote passed 
unanimously. The Florida Greenways and Trail Council announced the opening of the Starkey Gap 
trail segment and the ribbon cutting will be held April. More details will be distributed as they are 
received.    

 
B.  Friends of the Pinellas Trail 

Bert Valery shared an update with the committee. Discussion has been focused on the 30th 
Anniversary of the Pinellas Trail that will be held in December of 2020 at Taylor Park in Largo. A 
picnic will be held in late March for the Friends of the Pinellas Trail Auxiliary Rangers. More 
information for this to come. Discussion ensued regarding the need for a website for the Friends of 
the Pinellas Trail.  

 
C.  Forward Pinellas Board Workshop 

A Forward Pinellas Board Workshop was held on Friday, January 24, 2020 for the purpose of 
obtaining the Board’s input on the future direction of the agency. The Board was given a list of topics 
to consider in terms of importance and staff will bring back the results to the next meeting.  
 

10.  AGENCY REPORTS 

• Pinellas Trail Loop/Duke Energy Trail (North & South Gaps) 
Ms. Joan Rice with Pinellas County Public Works Traffic provided an update on the North Gap 
sections of the Pinellas Trail Loop. Since the last BPAC meeting, the bridge over Alligator Creek was 
finished, and the County is continuing to work on the surrounding area. The next project is the section 
between Old Coachman and Sunset Point Road, where construction has already begun. The last 
section of the North Gap is the section between Enterprise Road up to John Chesnut Park. Nothing 
new has happened since the November meeting. The next step is to go before the Board of County 
Commissioners with the guaranteed maximum price, which will exclude the section between 
Northside and Meadow Wood. Regarding the South Gap, the money for the South Gap is in 2022 – 
2024, and the design work will soon be initiated.  
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• Clearwater Bicycle Pedestrian Program  
Lauren Matzke with the City of Clearwater updated the committee that they are currently working on 
the Ft. Harrison Avenue Complete Streets Concept planning project with the survey to be completed 
by February and they will have a booth at the February Blast Friday event as part of the outreach 
effort. Micro-mobility was handed off to the traffic operation team and they are developing the 
proposals and moving forward. The City is tracking the Drew Street project. FDOT is funding the 
next phase and the city is expecting a scope of work in the spring.  

   

• Largo Bicycle Pedestrian Program 
Ms. Diane Friel, City of Largo, updated the committee on City of Largo initiatives. Rosery Road phase 
one is about 50% complete. An additional 1,000 feet was added to allow more room for turning 
trucks. The Rosery Road apartment complex has begun construction and should be completed in 
about a year. The West Bay Drive improvements project, which is more of a maintenance project, is 
going well and will be completed in May of 2020. There are plans to move City Hall to this area. The 
Trail Head project, which is on West Bay Drive, has stalled due to bad materials received for the 
project and should begin late February. The Downtown Plaza at West Bay Drive and Seminole is 
under construction with a new sign and landscaping improvements. The US 19 Special Area Plan 
draft is close to completion. Largo is currently holding a “Name That Plan” contest and is asking 
BPAC members to take the survey and enter a vote for the one of the suggested names.  

• St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program  
Mr. Lucas Cruse, St. Petersburg Transportation, provided an update on the City of St. Petersburg. 
St. Petersburg is making progress on the Complete Streets Implementation Plan. All the phase one 
projects went before the City Committees. NACTO design standards training has been completed. 
March is Florida Bike Month and the City of St. Petersburg is looking at events in March and Bike to 
Work Day in April 2020. The 18th Avenue South Concept Study, funded with the Complete Streets 
Grant, is going to Council in February with focus on the 34th Street to 16th Street section.   The 
Central Avenue BRT planning effort is in full swing and is focusing on making the station areas 
pedestrian friendly and safe. MLK reconfiguration and crossings were completed a year ago and 
excessive speeding has been reduced according to Google data for real time corridor travel analysis. 

• FDOT District 7 Updates 
Alex Henry with FDOT shared additional information on the Starkey Gap Trail opening. Signalization 
at the intersection of the Trail and SR54 is currently being evaluated.   

• Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)  
The next PTSTF meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 14,2020.  
 

11. OTHER BUSINESS  

A.   Membership 
       There were no comments regarding this item.  

B.   Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest 

  There were no comments regarding this item. 
 
C.   Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics  

 
D.   Other  

 Bike Your City is planned for March 13, 2020 and will be starting in Safety Harbor. More to come 
at the next BPAC meeting. The Tri-County BPAC meeting will be held in Hillsborough on January 
29, 2020. Prior to the meeting, there will be a bike ride on the River Walk. This meeting agenda 
will be sent out to the BPAC and can also be found on the Hillsborough MPO website.    

 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 10:45 am. The next BPAC meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

February 24, 2020 
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4. Forward Pinellas Executive Summary – February 12, 2020 

 

  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The February 12, 2020 Executive Summary will be provided for your information.  A staff member will 
review actions taken by the Forward Pinellas Board at that meeting.   
 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  Executive Summary for February 12, 2020 (will be distributed at the meeting) 
  
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
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5. Complete Streets Awards  

 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The Forward Pinellas Complete Streets Grant Program provides federal funding to local governments 
for the development of concept plans and construction projects aimed at making roadways safer and 
more accessible for all users. Up to $100 thousand is awarded for concept plans and up to $1 million is 
awarded for construction plans on an annual basis. The program was launched in 2016. The latest round 
of applications were received in December 2019. They are listed below.  
 

Concept Planning Applications:  

• City of Largo requests $100,000 for 4th Avenue NW from the Pinellas Trail to Missouri Avenue.  

• City of Pinellas Park requests $100,000for 78th Avenue North from 60th Street. to US 19  

• City of St Pete Beach requests $70,000 for Boca Ciega Drive and Gulf Winds Drive  

• City of St. Petersburg requests $100,000 for 6th Street from Roser Park to Mirror Lake  

Construction Applications:  

• City of Dunedin requests $1,000,000 for Skinner Boulevard  

• City of Largo requests $1,000,000 for 1st Avenue NE from Missouri Avenue to 4th Street NE  

• City of St. Petersburg requests $1,000,000 for 28th Street from Gandy Boulevard to 
Roosevelt Boulevard 

 
Complete streets grant applications can be found here: 
http://forwardpinellas.org/projects/completestreets/  
 
A subcommittee of Technical Coordinating Committee members, Planners Advisory Committee 
members and Forward Pinellas staff met earlier this month to review the applications and recommend 
projects to be advanced for funding. A summary of that meeting is included with this item. The 
subcommittee recommended that the City of Pinellas Park application receive the $100,000 grant to 
complete a concept plan for 78th Avenue. The subcommittee also recommended that the City of 
Dunedin receive the $1,000,000 grant for the construction of complete streets treatments along Skinner 
Boulevard.  

 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  Complete streets subcommittee notes  
 
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fforwardpinellas.org%2Fprojects%2Fcompletestreets%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMkelly%40co.pinellas.fl.us%7C94c06a60d9294c3d8d2808d7af097b66%7Cc32ee18fa4c746ffaf408ed605642745%7C0%7C0%7C637170327570950699&sdata=apI4%2F7ZXd1%2Fexmgm9SjUtKx5K%2FHy%2FcIILtLwpji7mbI%3D&reserved=0
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Complete Streets Subcommittee Review Meeting Summary 

Date: February 5, 2020 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Location: Forward Pinellas Planning Conference Room 

Subcommittee Members; 

Marie Dauphinais, CEcD, AICP, CFM, Director, Oldsmar Planning and Redevelopment 

Jamie Viveiros, Planner, Gulfport Community Development 

Jared Austin, Forward Pinellas Program Planner 

Christina Mendoza, AICP, Forward Pinellas Principal Planner 

Angela Ryan, Forward Pinellas Principal Planner 

Recorder: Chelsea Favero, AICP, Forward Pinellas Planning Manager 

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to summarize the subcommittee meeting held on February 5, 2020 

at 10:00 a.m. for the Forward Pinellas Complete Streets grant program. A total of seven (7) grant 

applications were received in response to the Complete Streets Call for Projects. This call for projects 

was issued on October 1, 2019 and distributed to all members of the Technical Coordinating Committee 

and Planners Advisory Committee, advertised on the Forward Pinellas website and blog, distributed via 

agency social media accounts and was discussed at various public meetings with the board and other 

local government officials. A copy of each grant application received was posted to the Forward Pinellas 

website and provided to each subcommittee member in advance of the meeting. 

The grant program is divided into two separate programs with $100,000 available for concept planning 

applications and $1 million available for construction projects. Two applications were submitted for each 

program. 

With  the  understanding  that  complete  streets  are  contextually  sensitive  and  may  include  varying 

elements due  to a variety of  factors,  the application  criteria  for both programs was developed  to be 

intentionally broad. Applicants were asked to provide data points in their applications in an attempt to 

help committee members quantify some of the redevelopment potential and low income and minority 

populations served by the proposed projects. This allows for each project to be evaluated based on  its 

ability to serve as a catalyst for transformational land use change, and not just on its ability to provide a 

variety of specific accommodations for various modes.   

The concept planning application included two required items for an application to be eligible.  

 The  application  must  include  a  letter  or  resolution  from  the  applicant’s  elected  board, 

documenting community support for the project. 

 The application must demonstrate how the project will be a catalyst for transformative change. 



2 
 

Each applicant was asked to provide a variety of information about the project, including an evaluation of 

existing conditions, how the project would improve conditions for multiple modes, the presence of any 

underserved  communities  and  how  the  jurisdiction  planned  to move  the  concept  plan  forward  for 

construction/implementation in the future. The most significant requirement for these applications was 

that each demonstrate how  the project would help  to  transform  the  surrounding area,  including  the 

percentages  of  each  land  use  category  along  the  project  corridor,  percentages  of  vacant  land  and 

descriptions of how the parcels along the corridor are underdeveloped and underutilized and how they 

would benefit from the treatments. 

For the construction applications, the following requirements applied: 

1. The  application  must  include  a  letter  or  resolution  from  the  applicant’s  elected  board, 

documenting community support for the project. 

2. Project must provide/improve accommodations for multiple modes of travel. 

3. Application must demonstrate how the project will be a catalyst for transformative change. 

4. Application is Local Agency Program (LAP) certified or provides documentation of an agreement 

with a LAP certified agency to complete construction. If the applicant is not currently LAP certified, 

the applicant must agree to make continued progress towards receiving that certification, or to 

develop an agreement with a LAP certified agency, immediately following notice of award from 

this program. The agency must have LAP certification in place at least one year prior to receipt of 

construction funding. 

5. Documentation that 100% of right‐of‐way has been acquired, or that an agreement  is  in place 

with applicable property owners to utilize their property for a portion of the project.  

Construction applicants were also asked to provide similar information in their applications for concept 

planning  projects,  including  an  assessment  of  existing  conditions,  a  description  of  the  proposed 

improvements, a detailed cost estimate and the identification of any underserved communities along the 

corridor. The most significant requirement  for  these applications was  that each demonstrate how  the 

project would help to transform the surrounding area, including the percentages of each land use category 

along  the project  corridor, percentages of vacant  land and descriptions of how  the parcels along  the 

corridor are underdeveloped and underutilized and how they would benefit from the treatments. 

EVALUATION COMMITTEE COMMENTS – CONCEPT PLANNING PROJECTS: 

The City of Largo requested $100,000 to develop a Complete Streets Concept Plan for 4th Ave NW from 

the Pinellas Trail to Missouri Rd. The corridor would provide a linkage between Largo High and the Trail 

and includes a currently‐unofficial crossing of railroad tracks owned by CSX. The area does include 

minority and low‐income populations and includes safety concerns, particularly where the corridor 

truncates at Missouri Ave. The City views this project as a high priority in terms of establishing the 

‘Community Streets’ network envisioned in their Comprehensive Plan.  

The subcommittee noted that this area has some definite safety challenges that would be improved by 

this project. Particularly regarding getting the school aged population to and from Largo High School in a 

safe manner. The presence of low income and minority populations that would benefit from the project 

were also noted. Overall, the committee recognized the serious safety challenges that could be 

improved with this project. It was noted that there were few recognizable trip attractors along the 
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corridor, with the exception of Largo High and that the ability for this project to have an impact on the 

land uses surrounding the corridor was not evident. While connections to the Pinellas Trail and the high 

school were noted as being of importance to the surrounding neighborhood, the lack of the ability to 

leverage these transportation funding dollars to spur redevelopment was not compelling. The 

challenges that may also be present with crossing the railroad corridor were noted by the subcommittee 

as being a possible barrier to implementation of the project.  

The City of Pinellas Park requested $100,000 to develop a Complete Streets Concept Plan for 78th Ave 

from 60th St to 49th St. The corridor links two activity centers, the City Center District and the Performing 

Arts District and is also wholly located with the City’s Community Redevelopment Area. The area also 

links and includes concentrations of low‐income and minority populations.  

The subcommittee highlighted that this project addresses both transportation and land use and is tied 

to a community redevelopment plan that has already been developed. The connection provided 

between mixed use activity centers was noted as being a strong positive to this application and the 

solutions proposed by the application seemed reasonable and implementable. The subcommittee noted 

that a vision has already been laid out for what the City wants to see in the area, and it was apparent 

that the City has invested significantly in planning for the area and is now seeking funding to start 

moving that planning work forward with this project. It was also noted that the application paid close 

attention to the needs of the population being served by the project, with the inclusion of a proposed 

equestrian trail in the corridor. Implementation of the project was noted to have a significant safety 

benefit by reducing lanes and increasing bicycle and pedestrian components and providing an 

alternative to Park Blvd, especially given the demographics in the area. 

The City of St. Pete Beach requested $70,000 to develop a Complete Streets Concept Plan for Boca Ciega 

and Gulf Winds Drive. The goal of the project is to make it easier and safer for residents and visitors to 

take transit, walk or bike to their destinations. The corridor connects various residential communities 

directly to the City’s two main commercial corridors and provides an alternative, and more comfortable 

and safer route, than the parallel Gulf Blvd. The corridor currently has sidewalks along one side but no 

designated bicycle facilities.  

The subcommittee noted that the concept of having a safer and more comfortable alternative corridor, 

while also increasing walkability is a highlight of this project. Focusing on increasing access to transit and 

for tourism is a plus and this would increase access to destinations and improve connectivity. The 

subcommittee pointed out that this area already has good walkability and considerable connections in 

the area, so while this project would provide an improvement, it wasn’t viewed as a drastic increase 

from the baseline in this area. The potential for redevelopment in the area was noted by members, but 

it was also mentioned that this project would not likely have a significant impact on that potential. The 

area within the subject area is also not within a CRA and does not have significant populations of low 

income or minority residents, what could benefit from the project.  

The City of St. Petersburg requested $100,000 to develop a Complete Streets Concept Plan for the 6th 

Street Bikeway from Roser Park to Mirror Lake. The project intends to repurpose the corridor to improve 

infrastructure for nonmotorized users along the roadway and provide a connection between the Pinellas 

Trail and the proposed 6th Ave bikeway.  
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The subcommittee highlighted how the project would serve low‐income and minority populations, 

improve safety and was located in a CRA. The connections that this project would make to existing and 

planned bicycle facilities and transit was also noted as a bonus of the project. The application did 

identify a high number of undeveloped parcels surrounding the project corridor, but subcommittee 

members noted that the connection between having this project and how it would have a positive 

benefit on the redevelopment potential of these parcels was not evident. How this project would serve 

the surrounding low‐income and minority populations was also not clear to subcommittee members 

through the application materials. Overall the subcommittee recognized that this project would be a 

positive improvement for the community and for safety but were not convinced of the ability of this 

transportation investment to serve as a catalyst for land use changes along the corridor.  

Evaluation Subcommittee Recommendation: 

The Evaluation subcommittee was happy with quality of the applications received and that there was 

strong interest in the program as it enters its fourth year for funding. Given the intent of the program to 

fund projects that demonstrate a strong potential to serve as a catalyst for economic transformation 

upon implementation, the subcommittee recommends funding the application from the City of Pinellas 

Park. The subcommittee viewed the potential for land use transformation at the activity centers that are 

linked by this corridor as being the strongest of the four applications received. The significant amount of 

planning work conducted by the City in this area was also viewed as helping to further strengthen the 

case for funding this application, as the City seems prepared to implement changes that will help make 

this investment a success.  

EVALUATION COMMITTEE COMMENTS ‐ CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS: 

The City of Dunedin requested $1 million for Skinner Boulevard from U.S. Alternate 19 to Bass Boulevard. 
The  corridor  is  fronted by a variety of different  land uses,  is  completely within  the City’s Community 
Redevelopment District and includes a crossing of the Pinellas Trail. The application documented the need 
for pedestrian friendly facilities, safety enhancements, bicycle facilities, parking facilities, transit facilities, 
street lighting, roundabouts and other improvements. The development of a concept plan for the corridor 
was  completed  in  2019 with  the  assistance  of  a  Forward  Pinellas  Complete  Streets  grant. With  the 
economic success of downtown Dunedin just to the south of this corridor, the City has seen new activity 
centers emerge along this roadway as downtown redevelopment activity expands to the north.  
 

The subcommittee discussed the existing development surrounding the corridor and noted that it is in 

an emerging and redeveloping district that could benefit from the additional bicycle and pedestrian 

traffic that could come from an improvement like the one proposed. It was noted that with the low 

income and aging populations in the area and the high volume crossing of the Pinellas Trail along the 

corridor, the project improvements to slow speeds and improve multimodal accommodations would be 

a benefit to a lot of different users. It was also highlighted that the treatments proposed would create a 

more ‘quality’ area, with landscaping, green infrastructure, lighting and other improvements that would 

benefit businesses, residents and visitors. There was some concern about the safety of the bicycle lane 

location in the concept plan included in the application, but subcommittee members were hopeful the 

City would improve that design as the project advances. 

The City of Largo requested $1 million for the construction of a complete street project on 1st Ave NE 

from Missouri Ave to 4th St. NE. The intent of this project is to connect a variety of City facilities and spur 



5 
 

redevelopment in the area by reconstructing the roadway and enhancing it with landscaping, lighting 

and stormwater and wastewater improvements. Adjacent to a low‐income community, this corridor 

connects to Largo High School and Largo Central Park while being a part of one phase of a larger local 

east‐west corridor parallel to and north of West Bay Dr. 

The subcommittee highlighted the ability of this project to provide a safer alternative corridor for users 

to avoid East Bay/West Bay Dr in the area and would improve safety for high school students traversing 

the corridor to access Largo High. The ability of the project to drive change to the surrounding land uses 

was discussed by the subcommittee. With the institutional uses bordering the northern portion of the 

corridor and the southern parcels appearing to be already developed with existing and utilized uses, the 

subcommittee didn’t see the ability of this investment to result in transformative change. It was noted 

that the community would see benefits from a safety, aesthetic and maintenance perspective from this 

project, but the linkage to land us redevelopment was not evident to the subcommittee via the 

application materials provided.  

The City of St. Petersburg requested $1 million for the construction of a complete street along 28th St 

from Gandy Blvd to Roosevelt Blvd. The project would include the development of a share use trail, 

associated minor structures and amenities along the east side of the corridor, where currently limited 

sidewalks and no bicycle facilities exist. The project would link the robust transit service in the Gandy 

and Roosevelt corridors to the major employers located within the Gateway area.  

The subcommittee noted that this project would provide a needed multimodal facility in the area, 

especially given the safety challenges and the lack of connectivity and alternative/parallel routes for 

non‐motorized transportation in the area. It was also noted that this is located within a low‐income area 

and would definitely benefit from improved lighting. The subcommittee discussed the linkage with land 

use in the project application and highlighted that the ability of his project to transform the surrounding 

land uses was not evident. While it was recognized as a needed safety improvement for the area, the 

subcommittee felt that the land use linkage was not clear.  

Evaluation Subcommittee Recommendation: 

As with the concept planning projects, the subcommittee was pleased with the quality of these 

applications. Given the intent of the program to fund projects that demonstrate a strong potential to 

serve as a catalyst for economic transformation upon implementation, the subcommittee recommends 

funding the application from the City of Dunedin. The subcommittee found that the application and 

supporting documentation from Dunedin made the strongest case for the potential transportation 

investment to have a positive impact on the land uses surrounding the project corridor and provide a 

benefit for all users. The subcommittee also requested that approval of the application come with a 

request that the City consider the placement and design of the bicycle lane as the project advances into 

design and construction.  

 

 

 



 

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee – February 24, 2020 

6. Transportation Alternatives Priority List 

 

 
 

SUMMARY   
 
The Transportation Alternatives (TA) Program is a competitive grant funding program administered by 
Forward Pinellas in its role as the metropolitan planning organization for Pinellas County. The program 
has existed for many years and the process utilized by Forward Pinellas to evaluate and score the 
applications has gone through a number of iterations.   
  
Given the large number of projects that have been on the list, new applications have not been requested 
since 2010. In 2019, Forward Pinellas staff worked with a subcommittee of Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory 
and Technical Coordinating Committee members to develop a new application process and new scoring 
criteria. A call for project applications using the new process and scoring was released in October 2019 
with applications due in December. Four applications were received and are listed below. The maximum 
possible score for an individual application was 95 points. The St. Petersburg applications are for 
proposed complete streets projects.   
 

1. City of St. Petersburg requests $1,941,347.36 for 28th Street North from the Pinellas Trail to 1st 

Avenue North (65 points) 

2. City of St. Petersburg requests $1,000,990.63 for Central Avenue from 34th Street to 31st Street 

(65 points) 

3. City of St. Petersburg requests $1,966,953.91 for 22nd St S from 5th Ave S to 1st Ave N (60 points) 

4. City of Treasure Island requests $557,698 for the East Treasure Island Causeway Trail (50 points) 

 
Forward Pinellas staff reviewed each application and met individually with each applicant to review how 
the scoring was applied to their applications. The proposed projects are being placed on the new 
Transportation Alternatives Priority List in the order of points they received using the program criteria. In 
the application process, it was noted that Forward Pinellas would accept a maximum of four (4) projects 
to advance to the priority list and that the maximum grant award would be $2,000,000. Since only four 
(4) applications were received, all projects will be transmitted to FDOT for consideration in the 
development of the next Work Program. 
 
 

ATTACHMENT(S):    

• Transportation Alternatives Program Scoring Criteria 

• Draft Transportation Alternatives Program Priority List 
  
ACTION: Recommend Approval of the Transportation Alternatives Program Priority List 
 



Minimum Award: $300,000

Maximum Award: $2,000,000

Each jurisdiction may submit a maximum of 2 projects for consideration for each funding cycle. 

If selected for the priority list, a project may only remain on the list for a maximum of three years before being removed.

Prerequisites

Criteria Points

Local Match (may include funding for design phase of the project; in‐kind support is limited 

to 20% of match) 1 point per % match (max 20 points)

Project provides direct access to a Multimodal Corridor, as designated on the Countywide 

Land Use Map 10

Project is located within, or directly connects to,  an Activity Center, as identified on the 

Countywide Land Use Map 10

Project is identified in the Forward Pinellas Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan or directly 

connects to a facility identified in the Plan 5

Project connects 2 or more existing facilities (fills a gap) 10

For projects that construct bicycle facilities (sidewalks are not considered bicylce facilities 

for the purposes of this criteria), the level of traffic stress along the project corridor after 

improvement:

 1 ‐ All Ages and Abilities 15

2 ‐ Interested But Concerned 10

3 ‐ Enthused and Confident 5

4 ‐ Strong and Fearless 0

Project provides direct access to a  priority transit route or one with headways of:

30 minutes or better 10

45‐60 minutes 5

Project is included within, or provides direct access to, and Environmental Justice area, as 

identified by Forward Pinellas 15

If the project includes sidewalk construction, the final corridor includes:

Sidewalk on one side of the roadway 5

Sidewalks on both sides of the roadway 10

A separated pedestrian corridor with a minimum of a 2' buffer from the roadway 15

Technical Scoring

Proposed Forward Pinellas Transportation Alternatives Program

Maximum of 4 projects will be selected to be prioritized for funding. There is no guarantee that all projects will receive funding in the next 

5‐year Work program. 

         Agency must be LAP certified, demonstrate a commitment to obtain LAP certification within a timely manner to implement the 

project or provide an agreement with a LAP certified agency to implement the project on their behalf.

         Local Commitment. Must include a resolution of support from governing body and documentation of public support. 

         100% of ROW acquired or documentation of an easement



 Priority
Project

Number

Responsible 

Agency
Project From To Description

Funded

Phase

Year

Funded
Status

P 4344971
City of 

St. Petersburg

Sexton Elementary School – 

sidewalk along 19
th
 St N 38th Ave N 52nd Ave N Sidewalk Construction 2018/19

Construction scheduled in 

TIP for FY 2018/19

P

4245329 City of 

Largo

Citywide Sidewalk and Trails 

Initiative - Adrian Ave and 

Gladys St Sidewalk 

Improvements

Indian Rocks to Trotter Rd and from Drye to Hillsdale Sidewalk Construction FY 2015/16 Construction underway

P

4245647/

2686A

Pinellas County Hercules Ave/Greenbriar Blvd 

Sidewalk - Phase II  Sherwood St Sunset Point Rd Sidewalk Construction FY 2017/18
Scheduled in TIP for 

construction in FY 2019/20

P

4245644/

1512A

Pinellas County Park Blvd/CR 694 ADA Ramp 

and Sidewalk Improvements Starkey Rd 66th St N Sidewalk Construction FY 2018/19
Scheduled in TIP for 

construction in FY 2018/19

P 4245646/ Pinellas County Haines Bayshore Rd Sidewalk  US 19 Sunrise Blvd Sidewalk Construction FY 2017/18 Construction underway

P
4344961 City of 

Largo

West Bay Dr Pinellas Trail 

Gateway Washington Ave 4th Ave SW
Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
Construction FY 2018/19

Construction scheduled in 

TIP for FY 2018/19

P
4157387 City of 

Oldsmar

Oldsmar Trail Phase 6 

Extension 
along Douglas Rd between 

Racetrack Rd and Tampa Rd
N/A

Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
Construction FY 2018/19

Construction scheduled in 

TIP for FY 2018/19

P 4325871

City of 

St. Petersburg

Bayway South Trail Connection 

(Phase I) on the Pinellas 

Bayway South (SR 679) from N 

end of Boca Ciega Bridge to 

SR 682/54th Ave S

North end of Boca Ciega Bridge SR 682/ 54th Ave S 
Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
Design-Build FY 2017/18 Construction underway

P

4107552 City of 

St. Petersburg

Bayway South Trail Connection 

(Phase II) on the Pinellas 

Bayway South (SR 679)
South end of Boca Ciega Bridge

City limits south of 

Madonna Blvd 

Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
Design-Build FY 2017/18 Construction underway

P

4377362 Pinellas County Starkey Rd Corridor Sidewalk 

Project Bryan Dairy Rd East Bay Dr Sidewalk Construction FY 2021/22
Scheduled in TIP for 

construction in FY 2021/22

P

4380221/

3306A

Pinellas County 62nd Ave N Sidewalk Project 

62nd St N 55th St N Sidewalk Construction FY 2019/20
Scheduled in TIP for 

construction in FY 2019/20

4400931/

186A/186B

Duke Energy Trail (North gap 

on the Duke Energy right-of-

way)

 the pedestrian overpass at

 US Hwy 19 ant Enterprise Rd

Chesnut Sr Park Construction 

(Design-Build)
FY 2016/17 Construction underway

186A Phase 1 (North Gap) on the 

Duke Energy right-of-way
Sunset Point Rd

the pedestrian overpass at

US Hwy 19 and Enterprise Rd
Construction FY 2016/17

Construction completed for 

this portion of the North 

Gap

186B
Phase 2 (North Gap) on the

Duke Energy right-of-way
NE Coachman Rd/SR 590 Sunset Point Rd Construction FY 2016/17 Construction underway

Draft 2020 FORWARD PINELLAS TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM PRIORITY PROJECTS

PRIORITY PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR FUNDED FOR CONSTRUCTION/IMPLEMENTATION

P
Shared Use Bike 

Path/TrailPinellas County



 Priority
Project

Number

Responsible 

Agency
Project From To Description

Funded

Phase

Year

Funded
Status

Draft 2020 FORWARD PINELLAS TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM PRIORITY PROJECTS

P 4157432

City of 

St. Petersburg

Treasure Island 

Causeway/Fred Marquis 

Pinellas Trail Connection 

(linking the west end of 

Treasure Lane to the existing 

Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail)  

(Phase II) 

west end of

 Causeway Blvd N 
east end of Causeway Blvd N Bike Path/Trail Construction FY 2018/19

Construction scheduled in 

TIP for 2018/19 

P 4374981

City of 

Clearwater/FDOT/

SUNTrail

Courtney Campbell Causeway 

Recreational Trail Overpass 
SR 60/Gulf-to-Bay Blvd at 

Bayshore Blvd
N/A

Pedestrian/Trail 

Overpass
Construction FY 2023/24

Construction scheduled in 

TIP for 2023/24 

P 4400932 Pinellas County Pinellas Trail Loop (South Gap) Ulmerton Rd Belleair Rd
Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
CST FY 2023/24

Construction funded in TIP 

2023/24 with SU funds

P 4400933 Pinellas County Pinellas Trail Loop (South Gap) 126th Ave N Ulmerton Rd
Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
CST FY 2023/24

Construction funded in TIP 

in 2023/24 with Suntrail 

funds

P 4429551
Pinellas County 42nd Ave N Sidewalk Project 

46th St N 35th St N Sidewalk N/A FY 2022/23 
Construction funded in TIP 

in 2022/23

P
4412151

City of 

St. Petersburg

71st St N Trail - Pinellas Trail 

Connector
Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail 38th Ave N

Shared Use Bike 

Path/Trail
Design FY 2023/24

Construction scheduled in 

TIP for 2023/24

1 N/A

City of St. 

Petersburg 28th St. Complete Streets Pinellas Trail 1st Ave N

Complete Streets 

Treatments N/A N/A

2 N/A

City of St. 

Petersburg Central Ave Complete Streets 34th St 31st St

Complete Streets 

Treatments N/A N/A

3 N/A

City of St. 

Petersburg 22nd St S. Complete Streets 5th Ave S 1st Ave N

Complete Streets 

Treatments N/A N/A

4 N/A

City of Treasure 

Island

East Treasure island Caueway 

Trail 80th St Causeway Blvd N

Sidewalk/Pedestrian 

Trail on one side of the 

East Treasure Island 

Causeway N/A N/A

UNFUNDED TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM PRIORITY PROJECTS

FY = fiscal year; P = programmed
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7. Census Update 
 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 
Beginning in March 2020, U.S. households will be asked to participate in the decennial Census.  The 
U.S. Constitution requires that a census of the entire U.S. population be conducted every ten years. The 
data collected is used to determine legislative representation as well as to inform decisions on 
community planning and funding allocations.  With the 2020 Census, citizens can now complete the 
survey forms online as well as by telephone or mail.   
 
To discuss the County’s role in helping the Census Bureau achieve a complete and accurate population 
count, Corey Gray of the Pinellas County Planning Department will speak to the committee.           
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  None 
 
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
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8. Annual Trail Counter Summary 
 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 

Nearly 30-years ago, the first section of the Pinellas Trail opened in 1990 to connect the cities of Largo 
and Seminole. Due to the work of dedicated citizens, elected officials and local governments, the 
Pinellas Trail now extends 47-miles from Tarpon Springs to St. Petersburg.  The Pinellas Trail passes 
through eight cities and several unincorporated communities where it provides economic, recreational 
and transportation benefits within Pinellas County.   
 
Through funding made available from the Centers of Disease Control in 2016, electromagnetic and 
infrared sensors have been installed along the Trail to more accurately and consistently count users, 
differentiate between pedestrians and bicyclists, and log the day, time and direction of travel. These 
automated trail counters have been installed in eight different sections of the Pinellas Trail. 
 
The value of the trail counters has been immeasurable as they have provided a more efficient system 
of data collection and of reporting. The data helps to inform taxpayers, elected officials, and other 
stakeholders of the widespread use of the trail.  The trail count data also informs Forward Pinellas’ efforts 
to make bicycling and walking safe and healthy transportation options in Pinellas County. Additionally, 
trail user counts assist in obtaining transportation grants and community support for regional trails.   
 
Counter data is collected on a monthly basis at all eight Pinellas Trail Count Stations.  Monthly Summary 
Reports include total user counts, the daily averages, highest daily totals, totals per count station, 
average weekday and weekend use, and total distribution by mode (pedestrians/bicyclists). The 
Automatic Trail Counters Pinellas Trail 2019 Summary will be presented to the Committee.   
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   2019 Report Summary 
 
ACTION:   None Required, Information Item Only  

 



Jan-Dec, 2019 Total Count: 

1,305,620

Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary 
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection 

Period: January – December, 2019 Data*
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2019 Trail Count Per Month

Highest Daily Totals:

#1 - Saturday, January 19th (Dunedin  - 2,153)

#2 - Saturday, March 9th  (Dunedin - 2,414)

#3 - Saturday, September 28th (Walsingham – 2,182)

* Technical issues with the Palm Harbor, Dunedin and Walsingham Counters resulting in several missing days of data during 2019.
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St. Petersburg:        
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Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary 
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection 

Period: January – December, 2019 Data*

* Technical issues with the Palm Harbor, 

Dunedin and Walsingham Counters resulting in 

several missing days of data during 2019.
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9. Bike Your City 2020 
 

  

 

SUMMARY 

 
Forward Pinellas will celebrate Florida Bike Month with its 4th Annual “Bike Your City” event in Safety 

Harbor and Clearwater on March 13, 2020. This is a group ride that begins and ends at Waterfront Park 

in Safety Harbor.  The ride starts at 8 a.m., with registration and opening remarks from local elected 

officials beginning at 7:30a.m.  The park is located at 110 Veterans Memorial Lane in Safety Harbor.   

 

The 8.9-mile route will take riders along the waterfront of Old Tampa Bay, the Ream Wilson Trail and 
into downtown Safety Harbor via Sunset Point Road and Main Street. Prior to the event, light 
refreshments and bagels will be provided along with free t-shirts for the participants. There will also be 
equipment available for bike tune-ups. During the ride, traffic control will be provided by the Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Clearwater Police Department.  A designated half-way point will be 
located at Coachman Ridge Park in Clearwater to provide a short break for the riders. 
 

Please RSVP by registering at https://www.eventbrite.com/o/forward-pinellas-18247680845 so we can 
get an accurate count of the number of event participants. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  Bike Your City 2020 Flyer 
 
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/forward-pinellas-18247680845


Join us for a leisurely group bicycle ride through beautiful Safety Harbor and 
Clearwater in recognition and celebration of Florida Bicycle Month - March 2020

Safety Harbor Waterfront Park
110 Veterans Memorial Lane
Safety Harbor, Florida 34695

JOIN US
FRIDAY, MARCH 13th

MEET & GREET @ 7:30AM 

RIDE BEGINS @ 8:00AM 

BIKE

2
0

2
0

FREE
Bicycle Lights*
Event T-shirts (While supplies last)

Safety Information
Food and Beverages
Bike Check-up
*(Limited supplies, must be a rider)

Please RSVP at the following the link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/o/forward-pinellas-18247680845

For more information please contact Forward Pinellas at (727) 464-5580

START/END – 8.9 mile route

Y   UR 
CITY

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/forward-pinellas-18247680845
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10. A.-C. BPAC Business 

 

 
 
 

A. Florida Bicycle Association (FBA)  
Vice Chair Becky Afonso, who is also the FBA Executive Director, will provide an update on FBA 
activities.  Information on the FBA is available at floridabicycle.org.  
 
 

B. Friends of the Pinellas Trails (formerly Pinellas Trails, Inc.)  
A representative from Friends of the Pinellas Trail may take this opportunity to provide an update. 
 
 

C. Tri-County BPAC January 29, 2020 

The Tri-County Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) meeting was held on Wednesday, 
January 29, 2020, at the County Center in downtown Tampa.  Prior to the meeting, there was a 
group bike ride of the Riverwalk and downtown Tampa.  Hillsborough MPO staff provided a 
presentation highlighting Tampa-Hillsborough Greenways and Trails map updates. The 
Hillsborough MPO also provided a presentation on the Hillsborough 2020 Safety Targets.  The 
Pasco County MPO provided an overview of the “Pasco Bike Rider Maps”, which are a new 
interactive map system created by one of their citizen members.  Pasco County MPO staff also 
provided a presentation on new and planned bike facilities in Dade City. Joan Rice, on behalf of 
Pinellas County, provided a presentation on the Pinellas Trail Loop focusing on the North Gap 
project status.  The official meeting summary will be distributed once received.  
 
On a related note, Hillsborough and Pasco MPO staff have proposed reducing the number of 
annual Tri-County BPAC meetings and folding them into the Tampa Bay Area (TMA) Leadership 
Group meetings.  The TMA Leadership Group is comprised of board members representing the 
Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinellas county MPOs.  More recently, staff members of the three MPOs 
have discussed the idea of having the Tri-County BPAC participate in two annual meetings.  This 
would include a TMA Leadership Group meeting in the spring where Tri-County BPAC 
representatives would participate in the discussion of legislative priorities and proposed legislation 
concerning regional bicycle/pedestrian issues and one in the fall that would be a standalone Tri-
County BPAC meeting to discuss regional multi-use trail priorities. This topic will be discussed 
further at the next TMA Leadership Group meeting on March 8.  Although this is an informational 
item, BPAC members are welcome to provide comments on the future direction and role of the Tri-
County BPAC at the meeting.   
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Tri-County BPAC Agenda 1-29-2020 



 

 

 

 

JOINT HILLSBOROUGH, PASCO & PINELLAS 

BICYCLE / PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BPAC) MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, January 29th, 2020 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

County Center  

26th Floor Conference Rooms A & B 

601 E. Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33602 
 

 

NOTE: There will be a bike ride from 5-6 around downtown and the Riverwalk.  Those interested 

should meet at the corner of Morgan St. and Jackson St. at 5:00 PM. 

Parking is free and available at the County Center Parking Garage, the entrance is off of Jackson 

St. just east of Pierce St. 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

II. PUBLIC INPUT / COMMENT 

III. HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY MPO 

• Tampa-Hillsborough Greenways and Trails Map Update 

• Hillsborough 2020 Safety Targets 

IV. PASCO COUNTY MPO 

• Pasco bike rider maps  
 

• New and planned bike facilities in Dade City 
 

V. FORWARD PINELLAS  

• Pinellas Trail Loop – North Gap Project 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

• Next Meeting – May 20, 2020 – Forward Pinellas Hosting, Location TBD 

VII. ADJOURN 

 

The full agenda packet is available on the MPO’s website, www.planhillsborough.org, or by calling (813) 272-5940. 
 
The MPO does not discriminate in any of its programs or services. Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
religion, disability or family status. Learn more about our commitment to non-discrimination. 
 
Persons needing interpreter services or accommodations for a disability in order to participate in this meeting, free of charge, are encouraged to contact 
Johnny Wong, 813-273-3774 x370 or wongj@plancom.org, three business days in advance of the meeting. Also, if you are only able to speak Spanish, 
please call the Spanish helpline at (813) 273-3774, ext. 211. 
 
Si necesita servicios de traducción, el MPO ofrece por gratis. Para registrarse por estos servicios, por favor llame a Johnny Wong directamente al (813) 
273-3774, ext. 370 con tres días antes, o wongj@plancom.org de cerro electronico. También, si sólo se puede hablar en español, por favor llame a la 
línea de ayuda en español al (813) 273-3774, ext. 211. 
 
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, materials attached are for research and educational purposes, and are distributed without profit to MPO 
Board members, MPO staff, or related committees or subcommittees the MPO supports. The MPO has no affiliation whatsoever with the originator of 
attached articles nor is the MPO endorsed or sponsored by the originator. Persons wishing to use copyrighted material for purposes of their own that go 
beyond ‘fair use’ must first obtain permission from the copyright owner. 
 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

http://www.planhillsborough.org/
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11.  Agency Reports 

 

 

 
Updated information on the following programs or projects of interest to the BPAC will be provided at the 
meeting.   
 

• Pinellas Trail Loop/Duke Energy Trail (North & South Gaps)  

• Clearwater Bicycle Pedestrian Program  

• Largo Bicycle Pedestrian Program  

• St. Petersburg Bicycle Pedestrian Program  

• FDOT District 7 

• Pinellas Trail Security Task Force (PTSTF)  

      The next meeting of the PTSTF is scheduled for April 14, 2020.   
 

 
ATTACHMENT(S):  None 
 
ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
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12. A.-E. Other Business  

 

 

 
A. SPOTLight Emphasis Areas Update 

Forward Pinellas staff will provide a brief update on the status of activities related to the three 

SPOTlight emphasis areas.   

 

B. Membership 

There is currently one vacancy on the BPAC membership list for a Pinellas County Health 

Department representative. There are no citizen vacancies. 

 

ATTACHMENT:  BPAC Membership List  

ACTION:  None Required, Informational Item Only 
 
 

C. Correspondence, Publications, Articles of Interest    

Signed FP Position Letter RRFBs to Rep Randy Fine – January 28, 2020 

March Proclaimed Florida Bike Month – from the Governor’s office  

How Bike Lanes Are Transforming Paris - January 15, 2020 

Making America’s streets safer for pedestrians and cyclists - Curbed - January 22, 2020 

Walkable places are growing in value almost everywhere - January 22, 2020 

A Strike Effect Parisians Stay on their Bikes as Transport - February 4, 2020 

Rad Power Bikes Closes $25 Million in Funding  - February 5, 2020 

Pinellas Trail Usage Report – November Trail Usage Report   

Pinellas Trail Usage Report – December Trail Usage Report  

Pinellas County Fatalities Report – January 2020 (thru February 11, 2020) 

 

D. Suggestions for Future Agenda Topics  

This item is provided to allow Committee members to suggest topics for future BPAC agendas.  
 

E. Other 

If any member has other business to discuss, they may address it under this item. 
 



        Rev 02/2020 

BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 
Voting  St. Petersburg Area (St. Pete/Gulfport/So Pasadena/Tierra Verde) 

1. Mike Milvain (06/13/18)  
2. Kimberly Cooper (10/13/99) (reappointed 5/9/18) 
3. Charles Johnson (06/14/17) 

Clearwater Area 
4. Chip Haynes (04/13/11) 
5. Robert Yunk (02/09/05) 
6. Win Dermody (03/12/14) 

Dunedin Area 
7. Charles Martin (04/08/09) 

 

Pinellas Park and Mid-County 
8. Ronald Rasmussen (12/13/06) 
9. Byron Virgil Hall, Jr., (12/13/06) 

Largo Area 
10. Daniel Alejandro (10/12/16) 
11. Georgia Wildrick (08/16/06) 

North County Area (Tarpon Springs/Palm Harbor/Ozona/Oldsmar/Safety Harbor) 
12. David Feller (07/11/18) 
13. Becky Afonso (Vice Chair) (10/08/14) 

At Large Area 
14. Paul Kurtz  (12/11/13) 
15. Mike Siebel (03/14/12) 
16. Brian Smith (Chairman) (12/12/12) 
17. Lynn Bosco (11/14/12) 
18. Steve Lasky (11/14/12) 
19. Ed Hawkes (11/18/98) 
20. Annette Sala (03/12/14) 

 

Seminole Area 
21. Jim Wedlake (05/12/10) 

Beach Communities 
22. Bert Valery (10/1983-10/1998) (reappointed 07/10/02) 
23. Alan Johnson (05/09/18)  

Technical Support 
1. County Traffic Department (Joan Rice – representative; Gina Harvey and Casey Morse – 

alternates) 
2. Pinellas County Planning Department (Caroline Lanford – representative) 
3. PSTA (Jacob Labutka – representative; Heather Sobush and Kristina Tranel – alternates) 
4. City of Clearwater (Vacant - representative) 
5. City of St. Petersburg (Lucas Cruse – representative; Cheryl Stacks - alternate) 
6. City of Largo (Diane Friel – representative; Katrina Lunan-Gordon - alternate) 
7. City of Oldsmar (Felicia Donnelly – representative)  
8. City of Pinellas Park (Derek Reeves – representative) 
9. Pinellas County School System (Stephanie Carrier  - representative, Cammie Weeks - alternate) 
10. Pinellas County Health Department (Vacant – representative) 
11. Pinellas Trails, Inc. (Scott Daniels – representative) 
12. CUTR (Julie Bond - representative)  
13. Safe Routes to School (Tiffany Sabiel – representative) 
 

Sheriff's Office /Police/Law Enforcement Representatives  
1. Pinellas Park Police Dept. 
2. St Petersburg Police Dept. 
3. Largo Police Dept. 
4. Sheriff’s Office – Deputy Eric Gibson  
5. Clearwater Police Dept. 
 

Non-Voting Technical Support 
14. FDOT  (Alex Henry - representative)  
15. County Parks and Conservation Resources (Lyle Fowler – representative; Spencer Curtis – 

alternate) 
 

*Dates signify appointment 









How Bike Lanes Are
Transforming Paris
Jeff McMahon 12-00 am

Green Tech

From Chicago, I write about climate change, green technology,
energy.

People ride bikes as vehicles queue early morning [+]
AFP via Getty Images
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It remains to be seen whether Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo will
achieve all 870 miles of bike lanes by next year promised in her Plan
Velo, but Parisians are already pedaling in droves on those that
have opened.

“In one year, bike use in the French capital is up 54 percent,” said
François Picard, the host of “The Debate” on France 24, citing a
road survey conducted by the mayorʼs office.

“It's the culmination of years of growing restrictions on cars, the
introduction of bike-sharing services, and most recently the
construction of bike lanes across the French capital.”

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo's bicycle plan for the [+]
Mairie de Paris
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In Ile-de-France—Paris and its suburbs—bicyclists now take
840,000 trips per day, according to a recent study, surpassing
motorcycles and scooters. Car trips remain much higher at 14.8
million but have dropped 5 percent since 2010.

And bikes may soon displace many more cars in Ile de France.

Next month Collectif Velo Ile de France, an alliance of bicycling
associations, will unveil details of its plan to extend the Parisian
network throughout the cityʼs banlieues.

A Parisian uses a bicycle near the Eiffel tower to [+]
Getty Images

“The idea of all these bicycle associations in and around Paris is to
create a bicycle network that would put every one of the 12 million

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2019/12/28/how-bike-lanes-are-transforming-paris/#43c28c09f620 1/15/20, 5D50 AM
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inhabitants of the Paris region at a couple of kilometers, a couple of
minutes of biking, from this bicycle network, so that they can
discover this experience: ‘Hey I have a network, another
transportation system that can take me somewhere,̓” said Stein
Van Oosteren, spokesman for the collective, in an appearance this
month on Picardʼs program.

Most French think of bicycles as objects for sport or leisure, Van
Oosteren said, but only because theyʼve never had a network where
they could safely use them as a means of transportation.

“What youʼll see is that as soon as you create a network, everyone
starts riding on it.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2019/12/28/how-bike-lanes-are-transforming-paris/#43c28c09f620 1/15/20, 5D50 AM
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Paris jumped this year from 15th place to 8th on Wiredʼs list of the
20 most bike-friendly cities, closing in on Franceʼs second-largest
city, Bordeaux, which sits in 6th place.

Hidalgoʼs Plan Velo has faced opposition from the oil and
automotive industries, from disgruntled motorists and from
Parisians weary of so much construction. But the cones de
signalisation are disappearing now, and new lanes are opening in
time for the cityʼs 2020 election.

“The elections are coming up and weʼre starting to see the changes
finally, because itʼs true that Paris has been this massive
construction site for months, for almost years now, and finally it
seems like things are starting to work,” said Florence Villeminot,
host of France 24ʼs French Connection.

“So people are starting to see that she had a plan this whole time
and it wasnʼt just about, you know, stopping people from getting
around.”

Villeminot said that none of her friends who live in Paris own cars, a
big change from 10 to 15 years ago. That change has come in part,
she said, because cars are expensive and more difficult to use in
the city, and in part because bicycling has become so much easier
and safer.

“The landscape in Paris has really changed over the last couple of
years. Itʼs become a lot more bike friendly, all these new bike paths

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2019/12/28/how-bike-lanes-are-transforming-paris/#43c28c09f620 1/15/20, 5D50 AM
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springing out of the ground like mushrooms,” she said. “You can go
down these paths that are actually separated from the cars. Those
are the real nice ones because theyʼre safer. You donʼt have to deal
with any kind of traffic.”

Watch the France 24 Debateʼs discussion of the transformation of
Paris:

The return of the bicy…

Follow me on Twitter or LinkedIn. Check out my website. 

I've covered the energy and environment beat since 1985, when I
discovered my college was discarding radioactive waste in a
dumpster. That story ran in the Arizona

…Read More

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2019/12/28/how-bike-lanes-are-transforming-paris/#43c28c09f620 1/15/20, 5D50 AM
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Orlando, the nationʼs deadliest
city for pedestrians, has a plan
for safer streets
At ground zero of the pedestrian safety crisis, a
mayorʼs traffic reform goals are put to the test
Patrick Sisson Jan 22, 2020, 9230am EST

Alamy Stock Photo

For Roni Wood, it happened just two blocks from her house. While
walking with her 13-year-old son, J.T., to a local Citibank branch in
Orlando, Florida, in February 2018, the mother of five was hit by a
driver in a Jeep Laredo taking a right on red. Even though Wood had
the signal and was walking her bike in the crosswalk on a sunny
afternoon, the driver claimed he didnʼt see her. He smashed his car
into her left side, rolling her face up the windshield—then braked,
tossing her six feet in the air and leaving her “mangled to her
bicycle,” as she put it, in the middle of an oncoming lane of traffic.
Luckily, J.T., who was behind his mom and out of the carʼs path,
quickly called 911 and stepped out in front of his mother to protect
her.

Woodʼs smiling demeanor as she describes the scene belies the
seriousness of her injuries, which she says resulted in the “most
pain sheʼd ever had in her life.” She ended up with four broken leg
bones, which had to be held together by a plate and 10 screws;

https://www.curbed.com/2020/1/22/21064325/orlando-crash-cycling-pedestrian-traffic-safety 1/27/20, 5C25 AM
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spent three months in a wheelchair; and ended up with $120,000
worth of medical bills, which were covered by insurance. She lives
with the injuries every day: She canʼt bend down to clean the filter
of her backyard pool, and she canʼt wear certain shoes because her
feet will swell. The driver, whom Wood says she forgives, because
everybody makes mistakes, didnʼt receive a ticket; it was up to the
discretion of the officer on the scene to write one, and even though
Wood complained to his superior, no ticket was issued. The driverʼs
insurance premiums likely didnʼt even go up.

The week before Christmas 2011, Wendy Goodrich received a call
from a nearby hospital. They said they were looking for the
daughter of Rex Ammerman, her father, but no need to rush. The
last part, about taking her time, made her think the worst, an
assessment confirmed when she arrived and found her dad had
already died. A recently retired engineer, he had been taking his
daily 30-mile bike ride on the Cross Seminole Trail when, as he
crossed the eight-lane State Road 436 with the light, he was hit by
a driver who didnʼt notice the signals and later told officers at the
scene that “I simply did not see him.” He was killed on impact. A
monument now sits at the crosswalk he used, a single bicycle wheel
topped with a white circular sign reading “drive safely.”

“Nobody wants to be in a situation when they need to receive that
phone call because someone made a stupid mistake or was a
distracted driver,” Goodrich says.

Orlandoʼs deadly reputation for unsafe streets

These horrific crashes only hint at the toll that traffic takes on
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pedestrians and cyclists in and around Orlando, which Smart
Growth Americaʼs Dangerous by Design reports have ranked most
dangerous for pedestrians in all but one edition since 2009. There
are roughly 25 to 30 collisions involving pedestrians every day in
the greater Orlando region, according to Florida Highway Patrol
Corporal Brian Gensler, who works for a unit that specializes in
traffic homicides.

Like other American cities, Orlando has distracted drivers, drunk
drivers, traffic congestion, suburbanization, SUVs, and sprawl. But
it also suffers from a design problem thatʼs worse here than
elsewhere: Its streets are meant for cars and for speed.

“Florida was built with the idea of minimizing congestion and
maximizing vehicular speed,” says Louis Merlin, who teaches urban
and regional planning at Florida Atlantic University. “Most streets
are designed for fast speeds and no pedestrian or biker access.
Those two functions just donʼt go together well.”

Orlando may be the worst example of whatʼs become a national
crisis in pedestrian safety. In 2018, according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 6,283 walkers were killed on
American roadways, a 28-year high. U.S. children are twice as likely
to die in traffic fatalities as those in other wealthy nations,
according to a 2018 study in Health Affairs.

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer admits his city is facing a crisis, though
he notes that the vast majority of local pedestrian crashes arenʼt in
Orlando proper, but in the wider region, where the city doesnʼt have
jurisdiction. He also notes that the total number of pedestrian
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fatalities in Orlando is relatively low; the Dangerous By Design
rankings place the metropolitan area higher because so few people
in the Orlando region walk to work, meaning even a small number of
crashes will involve a relatively high percentage of pedestrians. And
the city is growing at an incredible rate, roughly 1,500 residents per
week, while also coping with the tourist influx of Disney World and
nearby theme parks, where 75 million annual visitors traverse the
region utilizing the worldʼs largest fleet of rental cars; he argues the
additional traffic isnʼt factored into budget requests for state and
federal money to upgrade roads.

In 2016, Dyer appointed Billy Hattaway, an urbanist reformer who
had helped reshape the state department of transportation, as the
cityʼs transportation director. Dyer is also supporting a penny sales
tax initiative, proposed by Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings,
that would raise $600 million annually for transportation, and
Orlando has joined the ranks of U.S. cities adopting Vision Zero, a
campaign to eliminate traffic fatalities.

“If we have even one pedestrian accident, thatʼs one too many,”
Dyer tells Curbed.

But pledging something and doing something are very different,
especially when it comes to the multifaceted challenge of making
our streets safer.

“Any other epidemic, weʼd be putting money into vaccines and
treatments,” says Kate Kraft, executive director of America Walks, a
nonprofit dedicated to supporting safety and walkability. “For some
reason, this isnʼt getting the same attention.” And, Kraft says, we
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already have enough information to take action. “We can tell where
people are going to get killed.”

How the roads in Orlando—and Florida—became so unsafe

When Orlando first topped the Dangerous by Design rankings in
2011, the media took it as a given that Florida wasnʼt a great place
to walk or bike. The New York Times wrote, “As any pedestrian in
Florida knows, walking in this car-obsessed state can be as tranquil
as golfing in a lightning storm. Sidewalks are viewed as perks, not
necessities. Crosswalks are disliked and dishonored. And many
drivers maniacally speed up when they see someone crossing the
street.”

The spine of the regionʼs highway system, Interstate 4, was sliced
north-south through the middle of Orlando in 1956 at a cost of $1.3
million per mile ($12.29 million per mile in todayʼs dollars), creating
an eight-mile gash through the center of town that divided the city
along racial and class lines. At a massive town hall where 2,000
citizens voiced concern about being bulldozed out of their homes,
officials told residents the highway was needed in case the
population had to evacuate to escape a Soviet missile attack.

Interstate 4 and its associated highways and ring roads were the
crowning achievement of a group of pro-growth politicians and
business leaders, including Martin Andersen, then publisher of the
Orlando Sentinel. Walt Disney decided to build Disney World in Bay
Lake, roughly 20 miles southeast of Orlando, in large part because
of the road system Andersen and his allies had established.

Orlando exploded outward in the 1970s and ʼ80s: the cityʼs
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population remains just 280,000, but the regionʼs is 2.1 million. As
in other Sun Belt cities, development grew up where land was
cheap, namely large plots adjacent to state and federal roadways.
That left suburban residents with only the equivalent of rural
highways to connect them to nearby homes and shopping centers.
In 1998, the Orange County Commission rejected federal money for
a light-rail system, which urbanist and professor Bruce Stephenson
wrote would ensure “the spread of a fragmented mass of paved
mediocrity designed to SUV dimensions.” Lynx, a regional bus
system that covers a three-county area, barely has enough vehicles
to adequately provide service (nearly half the routes run just once
an hour).

With no truly reliable public mass transit to speak of, itʼs no surprise
that those without a car find it challenging at best to get around.
Smart Growthʼs report has consistently found that people of color,
older adults, and residents of low-income neighborhoods suffer the
highest fatality rates amid Floridaʼs already poor pedestrian safety
record (an interim 2020 Dangerous by Design report found the
state the worst for pedestrian safety from 2009 to 2018).

Craig Ustler, a local developer who is working on the $1 billion
walkable downtown Creative Village project, notes that even he
canʼt get around parking minimums and the need to devote
significant land to parked cars. Existing infrastructure makes it hard
to see walkability as something that can be done on anything more
than a project or neighborhood level.

“Weʼre making I-4 wider to the tune of $7 billion, and building a
loop around the city,” he says. “Itʼs an investment in sprawl. The
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urbanists see it as refortifying the Great Wall of China.”

Local safety activists point to the road systems, not the users, as
the main causes of crashes and casualties. Wide streets with
multiple lanes, narrow or nonexistent sidewalks, and high speed
limits all contribute to the problem.

“Excessive speeding and running red lights are often more a result
of design,” says Merlin. “Many times, designers and engineers have
dodged responsibility and say itʼs the driverʼs responsibility to drive
safer. We can design streets that take into account that people
make mistakes.”

Busy Interstate 4 right by the exit for Disney World in Kissimmee, Florida, outside of Orlando.

Photo by Melina Mara/The Washington Post via Getty Images

Billy Hattawayʼs crusade

When Billy Hattaway and his college girlfriend escaped a head-on
collision in New Hampshire without injury, he chalked it up as just
one of those things. But later in life, while working as a road design
engineer in Florida, he was presented with the death toll on U.S.
roadways in the ʼ70s. It was roughly 45,000 people a year, an
unbelievable figure; in the entirety of the Vietnam War, the country
lost just under 60,000 soldiers.

“Itʼs a public health crisis,” he tells Curbed. “Forty thousand deaths
every year and yet nobody, not the media or elected officials,
seems to care. It seems to be an accepted cost of the freedom to
drive.”
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To Hattaway, the answer was to prioritize safety over ease of
commuting, and to put himself in a position to lead on the issue.
Over decades working multiple stints with FDOT, he amassed a
record of pushing for safer road design, more roundabouts, and
new policies, even implementing one of the stateʼs first complete-
streets projects in 2004 and establishing a statewide pedestrian
and bicycle strategic safety plan. Jeff Speck, an urban planner and
city design consultant, calls him a “hero” for his work.

Hattaway also left FDOT multiple times, feeling that at certain
points, safety wasnʼt being taken seriously enough, or that
engineers werenʼt following his orders. Two years ago, when he was
working as FDOTʼs secretary for District One, he saw that Mayor
Buddy Dyer was looking to re-establish the role of city
transportation chief, reached out to City Hall, and got the job.

“Itʼs remarkable how Florida DOT has slowly but surely reformed
itself, in recognition of its murderous past,” says Speck, referencing
the departmentʼs moves to shrink the width of lanes and adopt a
complete-streets design manual. “Iʼm aware of no state in the U.S.
that has made more changes in its policy in recent years than
Florida DOT, and they are to be congratulated and thanked for that.“

Hattawayʼs multifaceted solution for solving the cityʼs traffic safety
crisis starts with the sales tax increase, which would increase his
current budget of roughly $3 million for safety projects. He wants
to spend that on enforcement and road redesign for high-crash
corridors across the city, implementing road diets (reducing the
number of lanes to limit speeds, improve pedestrian safety, and
provide access to non-car alternatives) and speed reductions from
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the 40 mph speed limit many roads were designed for to as low as
25 mph.

Hattaway has already used funding from red-light cameras to add
more raised crosswalks and flashing lights to increase pedestrian
safety. He also tested a road diet this past spring on a half-mile
section of Curry Ford Road, a few blocks from where Roni Wood
was hit, that has seen 16 bicyclists and eight pedestrians struck by
cars in the last five years. Despite some complaints by neighbors—
61 percent of emails received during the first two weeks of the
demonstration were opposed to the project—he says it was a
successful learning experience for future projects.

“Everything he says is what local residents hate,” says Amanda
Day, a pedestrian safety advocate for Bike/Walk Central Florida, one
of the regionʼs most active groups around traffic safety, which
counts Wood and Goodrich as members. “Itʼll add five minutes onto
the commute, but theyʼll love it when it comes to it.”

Next year, Hattaway will start an even bigger process with potential
for greater impact, rewriting development guidelines for the city.
Hattaway showed me an infamous photo of a series of homes on
cul-de-sacs designed for cars and not walkability, resulting in two
adjacent homes requiring seven miles of roads to get from one to
the other.

“All the activists and politicians have blamed transportation as
being a source of the problem,” says Hattaway. “This is equally a
land development problem. Itʼll actually save us money, but it
requires political will to stand up to the development community.”

https://www.curbed.com/2020/1/22/21064325/orlando-crash-cycling-pedestrian-traffic-safety 1/27/20, 5C25 AM
Page 9 of 13



A wide highway in Orlando, next to Orange County Convention Center and surrounding hotels.

Jeff Greenberg/Universal Images

The problem with Pine Hills

When Amanda Day took me to see the intersection of Pine Hills and
Silver Star roads, a confluence of six-lane streets and strip malls on
the near-northwest side of Orlando, it was to show an example of
how poor street design and car dependency hurt less affluent
neighborhoods. “Itʼs one hot mess, everything you can do wrong
with a corridor,” she said.

Day pointed out where mall workers and students at the nearby
high school cross in the middle of the next block, ignoring
crosswalks at the intersection because they felt unsafe there
thanks to cars making turns. She showed me the crosswalk where
Bike/Walk Central Florida works with local cops to do sting
operations for safety. The roads tell a story, she says, and itʼs not
that itʼs safe to ditch your car and walk to work.

Within an hour, weʼd seen a man with a cane nearly get hit while
shuffling across the road. Then Day herself, crossing with the
signal, was almost struck by a car taking a right on red.

“This is why people donʼt even cross at the main crosswalk,” she
told me after recovering from the shock. “People simply gun it
when they drive here. Itʼs safer to wait and cross in the middle of
the block—at least they can see when cars are coming.”

Day pointed out numerous design flaws and safety issues amid the
constant din of cars speeding by. The wide lanes and large median
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give cars and trucks more room, and more of a reason to speed,
plus make it more arduous for walkers to get to the other side. Then
there was the midblock location of the bus stop, a mere sign
without real benches or shade structure; its distance from the
intersection leads riders to sprint across traffic to catch a ride.

There are solutions, Day says: Reduce the width of the lanes, make
one a bus-only lane, move the bus stops, then prioritize signals for
bus riders and pedestrians. But where does the will and the funding
come from? Itʼs also an engineering challenge, and none of
Hattawayʼs road diets or traffic-calming efforts thus far have
tackled a road as large as this. (Hattaway says there are
engineering solutions to these roads, but that behavior and culture
are harder to change.)

“Thereʼs no dedicated funding for our transit system here,” she
says. “They have to figure out a way to move about, like, a couple
hundred thousands of people a day without knowing where their
funding will come from next year.”

Dyer agrees about the need for dedicated funding, and believes the
sales tax proposal can begin to solve the problem.

“While we are still in the early stages of determining how the
funding would be allocated in the city, we know the needs are
great,” he says.

Bike/Walk Central Floridaʼs Best Foot Forward Campaign for
pedestrian safety, founded in 2012, now includes roughly 43 cities
and counties in the Greater Orlando region, as well as law
enforcement agencies. While the growth of the coalition is
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heartening, a campaign for crosswalk safety seems like a small-
scale project, considering the scope of the problem.

But Day says the project has the potential to change the larger
conversation. “Itʼs huge when people, like FDOT, work in the same
jobs all their lives and suddenly have different conversations,” she
says. “Now they have bike and pedestrian safety champions.” This
can help get transportation planners out of the driving mindset:
“How can you ask people to change if they donʼt also view
themselves as pedestrians?”

Day points to shifting public perception as another sign of success.
Candidates discussed the issue during the recent mayoral election.
Itʼs a legislative policy priority. Traffic reporters are now talking
about crosswalk enforcement. The state and federal governments
have also shown slow signs of awareness, despite the
overwhelming directive to build and expand highway infrastructure.
Recently passed Map-21 legislation mandates that new
transportation plans measure safety, and that transportation
agencies do a better job of tracking safety statistics. But changing
infrastructure is a slow, grinding process.

“Itʼs going to take about 30 years to normalize biking and walking,
so those people arenʼt looked at as being crazy,” she says. “Thatʼs
how long it took for people to adopt seat belt usage. Weʼre being
sold on autonomous vehicle and tech, but they arenʼt going to solve
the problem. Itʼs about changing human behavior.”

Curbed Daily Newsletter
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January 22, 2020  

by Joe Cortright  
Strong Towns member Joe Cortright runs the think tank and blog City Observatory. This post is 

republished from City Observatory with permission. 

 
For some time, our research at City Observatory, and that of other scholars has shown that houses 

with high levels of walkability (as measured by Walk Score) command a premium over otherwise 

similar homes in less walkable locations. Our estimates are that a single additional point of 

WalkScore is worth $3,500 in additional home value. Real estate analytics rivals Redfin and 

Zillow have both found statistically significant correlations between walkability and home values for 

a wide range of US cities. 

A recent study from Redfin looks at the variations in home appreciation rates between the most 

walkable homes and those located in car-dependent locations. The study gathers data for individual 

metro areas, and compares home values within metro areas for the two types of housing. In most 

metropolitan areas, homes in more walkable areas are worth more than homes in car dependent areas. 

Walkability commands a value premium in most US markets  

For each metropolitan area, we’ve computed the walkability premium—the difference in the average 

value of homes in walkable neighborhoods compared to the average value of homes in car-dependent 

neighborhoods. This map shows home values for the 50 largest metro areas. Areas shaded green have 

a premium for walkable homes over ones in car-dependent areas; red shows metros where car-

dependent homes are more valuable, on average, than in walkable neighborhoods. You can hover 

over each metro area to see the average value of each home type. 

  

In 2019, roughly two-thirds (35 of 51) of metro areas with a population of a million or more had a 

positive walkability premium.  In only a few metropolitan areas, mostly in the Rustbelt, do walkable 

urban neighborhoods sell at more than a 10 percent discount to houses in car dependent 

neighborhoods (i.e. Baltimore, Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, Providence, Rochester). 

While the premium for walkability is important, a more compelling bit of evidence comes from 

looking at the trend in the relative value of homes in walkable and non-walkable neighborhoods over 

time. What the data show is that the walkability premium has continued to increase over time. The 

Redfin report’s headline emphasizes a very small short term decline in the value of homes in the 

most walkable neighborhoods compared to car dependent ones. In our view, this minor correction 

masks the much larger, longer term trend of relatively rising values for more walkable places. 

Walkable homes are gaining value relative to car dependent homes 
almost everywhere  

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal?author=5535174ce4b06631eaca7678
https://www.cityobservatory.org/
http://cityobservatory.org/
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2018/1/16/why-walkable-streets-are-more-economically-productive
http://cityobservatory.org/the-economic-value-of-walkability-new-evidence/
http://cityobservatory.org/the-economic-value-of-walkability-new-evidence/
https://www.redfin.com/blog/walkable-neighborhoods-home-prices-rising-slower/
https://www.redfin.com/blog/walkable-neighborhoods-home-prices-rising-slower/


To get a sense of the longer term trend in the value of walkability, let’s take a closer look at the 

data. Redfin thoughtfully makes its estimates available on its website, so we’ve compiled their 

estimates for the nation’s largest metro areas (those with 1 million or more population). We’ve 

focused on the changes in home prices between May of 2012 and May of 2019. In this map, green 

shading indicates which metros experienced an increase in the value of walkable homes relative to 

car dependent homes.  Red shading shows walkable homes appreciated relatively less than car 

dependent homes. Again, you can hover over a particular metro to see the home values for each 

category for 2012 and 2019, and also see the percentage premium for walkable homes, and the 

change in the premium over the seven-year period. 

  

The trend is clearly for walkable areas to gain value relative to car-dependent ones.  Of the 51 metro 

areas for which we have data, 44 experienced an increase in average values in walkable areas relative 

to car-dependent ones over the period 2012 to 2019. 

The premium that buyers pay for walkable homes is increasing in size, and is becoming more and 

more common in metropolitan areas across the United States. The walkability premium is a clear 

market signal of the significant and growing value Americans attach to walkability.  Its also an 

indication that we have a shortage of cities.  We haven’t been building new walkable neighborhoods 

in large enough numbers to meet demand; nor have we been adding housing in the walkable 

neighborhoods we already have fast enough to house all those who would like to live in them. 

 

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2019/6/26/striding-toward-walkability-5-insights-about-walkable-urban-places
http://cityobservatory.org/housing_cortright/


 
 



A strike effect? Parisians stay on their bikes as transport goes back 

to normal
A strike effect? Parisians stay on their bikes as transport goes back to normal

As one of the darkest and coldest months of the year, January’s weather conditions does not usually make it a particularly pleas-

ant month to cycle to work.

However the number of Parisians commuting by bicycle in January increased by 131 percent compared to the same time last year, 

according to new numbers published in the capital’s main newspaper Le Parisien.

A total of 88 bicycles passed per hour on average on the lanes analysed in January. Last year, the number was 38 per hour.

"It's a sign that the surge in cyclists is a real phenomenon," Jean-Sébastien Catier from the organisation Paris en selle (Paris in 

the saddle) told Le Parisien.

The number of cyclists in the capital had already increased in December, when strikes to protest against the government's pen-

sion reform plan reduced the city’s public transport system to a minimum.

Many thousands of commuters either travelled on foot or purchased a bicycle or a pass to the public city bike Vélib’.

"The strike showed that [the bicycle] is a dependable and credible means of transport," Catier said.

A reluctant cyclist tried to bring his bicycle on the Paris Metro during the strike. Bikes are banned on the city's Metro system, but 

allowed on the RER outside of rush hour Photo: AFP

The City of Paris has long been pushing for the capital to become city of cyclists, by laying out financial incentives to purchasers 

of electric bicycles and rebuilding the city’s bicycle infrastructure.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, who is running for reelection for the Socialist Party, has promised to make the capital "100 percent" 

bicycle friendly by 2024 if she gets to keep her job after the municipal elections in March.

READ ALSO: Why cyclists in Paris are more numerous than ever 

However the capital's many Vélib’ users complained about a deteriorating service during the strikes, with chronically empty sta-

tions and broken bicycles.

Read more about what happened to the Vélib’ system during the strikes here.



Rad Power Bikes Closes $25 Million in
Funding to Grow Direct to Consumer
Electric Bike Business
Vulcan Capital and Durable Capital Partners LP Invest in North America's
Largest Ebike Brand

NEWS PROVIDED BY
Rad Power Bikes 
Feb 05, 2020, 12:00 ET

○

SEATTLE, Feb. 5, 2020 /PRNewswire/ --  Rad Power  Bikes, a Seattle-based ebike
brand, closed $25 million in funding led by Vulcan Capital and Durable Capital
Partners LP. The funding will support new brick and mortar retail locations around
the world, along with expansion of the company's mobile service and white glove
delivery offerings.

"I've been passionate about achieving a future where ebikes are king and
transportation is energy efficient, enjoyable and accessible for all since I was 15
years old," said Mike Radenbaugh, Rad Power Bikes' founder and CEO. "We found

®
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two groups of world class consumer and retail investors who believe in our vision
and will help us surprise and delight our customers in new and exciting ways."

Leading the investment is Stuart Nagae, Director at Vulcan Capital and early Rad
Power Bikes customer. "Rad Power Bikes is the market leader in electric bikes,
bootstrapping its way to a profitable business," said Nagae. "This additional capital
will enable the company to broaden its market, accelerate growth and continue to
deliver the exceptional experience today's customers expect."

Henry Ellenbogen, founder and CIO at Durable Capital Partners LP, is also a lead
investor in this round. Ellenbogen recognizes Rad Power Bikes' growth potential
after investing in the venture rounds of a number of notable companies in the
direct to consumer and technology startup space.

"In just a few years, Mike and his team have used their consumer direct business
model to shorten their supply chain and create a tight feedback loop with
customers, allowing them to constantly improve their line of ebikes and expand
into new markets around the world," said Ellenbogen. "As demand for new and
affordable solutions in the micromobility and electric vehicle sector advances, this
investment will accelerate Rad Power Bikes' continued growth."

Rad Power Bikes is the largest electric bike brand in North America, with more
than 100,000 owners across 30 countries and a full lineup of ebikes packed with
power, comfort, and utility for both personal and commercial use. Founded in
2007, the company has 200 employees spread across offices in Seattle, Wash.,
Vancouver, British Columbia, and Utrecht, the Netherlands.
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This round of funding comes nearly a year after Rad Power Bikes secured a private
investment from Darrell Cavens and Mark Vadon, Seattle-area entrepreneurs and
co-founders of the e-commerce retailer Zulily. As part of the transaction, Nagae
will also join Rad Power Bikes' board of directors along with Vadon, who joined the
board as a result of his growing involvement with the company, and Cavens who
joined in 2019.

About Rad Power Bikes 
Rad Power  Bikes is the largest ebike brand in North America. Founded in 2007,
the global consumer direct company boasts a full lineup of affordable ebikes and
accessories that are changing the way people and goods move. The company
designs all of its products in-house at its Seattle headquarters and operates
international offices in Vancouver, British Columbia, and Utrecht, the Netherlands.
The team of passionate ebike enthusiasts, product designers, and entrepreneurs
create ebikes that are built for everything and priced for everyone.

About Vulcan Capital
Vulcan Capital is the multi-billion-dollar investment arm of Vulcan Inc., the
company founded by Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist Paul G. Allen.
Vulcan Capital focuses on generating long-term value appreciation across a
portfolio, which spans diverse industry sectors and investment asset classes,
ranging from early-stage venture investments to public equity value investing,
leveraged buyouts, acquisitions, special situations and fixed income. Vulcan
Capital was formed in 2003 and is headquartered in Seattle with additional offices
in Palo Alto and Singapore.

® 
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About Durable Capital Partners LP
Durable Capital Partners LP is a newly formed investment adviser founded by
Henry Ellenbogen. Durable Capital Partners LP's investment philosophy is
grounded in sourcing small-cap compounders in both the private and public
markets. Prior to founding Durable Capital Partners LP, Henry spent 18 years at T.
Rowe Price, where he was Portfolio Manager of the Media & Telecom Fund (2005 -
2009) and the New Horizons Fund (2010 - March 2019). Henry was also T. Rowe
Price's Chief Investment Officer for U.S. Equity Growth.

SOURCE Rad Power Bikes
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Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary 
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:

November 1 – November 30, 2019 (30 days)

Total Usage – November 2019

30-Day Count Total: 71,457  

Daily Average Users: 2,382

Highest Daily Totals:

#1 – Saturday, November 23rd   (Dunedin  - 1,654)

#2 – Saturday, November 23rd (Bay Pines  - 985)

#3 – Sunday, November 03rd (Seminole - 939)

* Technical issues with the Palm Harbor & Walsingham Counters resulting in 
several missing days of data during November 2019.

Counter Locations

November Trail Users by Counter Location

Weekday & Weekend Profile Trail User Mode Split

East Lake Tarpon:

Palm Harbor:  

Dunedin:                 

Clearwater:            

Walsingham:            

Seminole:

Bay Pines:               

St. Petersburg:        

Source: Forward Pinellas November 2019
National Weather Service:  November 2019

East Lake Tarpon

Palm Harbor

Dunedin

Clearwater

Walsingham

Seminole

Bay Pines

St. Petersburg

Other

109 0

430
235

0

517 533
348160

0

651

333

0

729 738

491

11,748 

17,856 

17,431 

-

5,766 

14,912 

-

3,744 

 -  5,000  10,000  15,000  20,000

14% 84%

- -

4% 84%

22% 78%

- -

26% 73%

14% 83%

19% 80%

https://w2.weather.gov/climate/


0

20

40

60

80

100

120

12:00
AM

1:00
AM

2:00
AM

3:00
AM

4:00
AM

5:00
AM

6:00
AM

7:00
AM

8:00
AM

9:00
AM

10:00
AM

11:00
AM

12:00
PM

1:00
PM

2:00
PM

3:00
PM

4:00
PM

5:00
PM

6:00
PM

7:00
PM

8:00
PM

9:00
PM

10:00
PM

11:00
PM

November 2019 Average Hourly 
Counter Report

Bay Pines Clearwater Dunedin East Lake Tarpon Seminole St. Petersburg Walsingham* TOTAL
AVERAGE*Walsingham data for November 2019 not included in graph due to technical issues with counter.



Pinellas Trail User Count Data Summary 
Automated Trail Counter Data Collection Period:

December 1 – December 31, 2019 (31 days)

Total Usage – December 2019

31-Day Count Total: 134,606 

Daily Average Users: 4,342

Highest Daily Totals:

#1 - Sunday, December 29th (Dunedin  - 1,987)

#2 - Sunday, December 29th (Palm Harbor - 1229)

#3 - Sunday, December 8th (Bay Pines - 963)

Counter Locations

December Trail Users by Counter Location

Weekday & Weekend Profile Trail User Mode Split

East Lake Tarpon:

Palm Harbor:  

Dunedin:                 

Clearwater:            

Walsingham:            

Seminole:

Bay Pines:               

St. Petersburg:        

Source: Forward Pinellas December 2019
National Weather Service:  December 2019
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Medical incidents include heart attacks, stroke, or other fatal condition.
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*VULNERABLE ROAD USERS ACCOUNT FOR 
      50% OF TOTAL  ROADWAY FATAL CRASHES

NOTE: Graphic not an official representation,
based upon initial reporting, subject to change
upon verification.

**Same time February 11, 2019: 12 fatal crashes 12 fatalities (4 peds,2 bike, 1 mc, and 5 veh)
**End of year (2019) 89 crashes  90 fatalities (32 peds, 8 bike, 19 mc, 27 Veh, and others 4) 

OTHER          1  12%
(8 fatal crashes 11 fatalities; 1 triple, 1 double)



# CRASHES DATAID ON STREET CROSS STREET MODE DATE # FATAL APPROX TIME DHSMV LEO SEX/AGE
1 001F20 BELCHER RD 142ND AVE N MC 1/2/2020 1 6:00PM ? LARGO ?/?
1 002F20 SEMINOLE BLVD JUST NO OF 14TH AVE SW PED/DELAY 1/12/2020 1 6:39PM ? LARGO ?/?
1 003F20 ULMERTON RD CORAL WAY MC/DELAY 1/12/2020 1 3:33AM ? LARGO M/55
1 004F20 9TH AVE S 40TH ST S VEH/PASS 1/18/2020 1 10:10AM 89379437 ST PETE F/27
1 005F20 US HIGHWAY 19 TAMPA RD VEH/DR/2PASS 2/1/2020 3 11:37PM ? FHP M65/F49/M18
1 006F20 7899 DR MLK JR ST N REAR PARKING LOT BEALLS VEH/DR/?MED 2/2/2020 1 2:40PM 89379839 ST PETE M/61
1 007F20 NB I 275 22ND AVE N VEH/2PASS 2/8/2020 2 6:21AM ? FHP F16/F17
1 008F20 5TH AVE S 37TH ST S MC/DELAY 2/2/2020 1 7:41PM 89379950 ST PETE M/24

  
  

8  11  

# CRASHES # FATALS

NOTES:
2019 90 fatalities 89 crashes (1 double; 32 peds, 8 Bikes, 19 mc, 27 veh, 4 others)
2018 120 fatalities 115 crashes (5 doubles)/ (39 peds, 8 Bikes, 31 mc, 44 veh)
2017 116 fatalities 110 crashes ( 4 doubles and 1 triple) / (37 peds, 6 bikes, 30 mc, and 43 veh)
2016 117 fatalities110 crashes (3 triples and 1 double)
2015 104 fatalities102 crashes
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